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Editorial

I am pleased to present to you the 2018 Annual Report of the Herefordshire Ornithological Club 
(HOC), the 68th edition of ‘The Birds of Herefordshire’.  2018 was an interesting year weather-wise, 
the ‘Beast from the East’ arrived in late February and included an unusual heavy snow fall in early 
March, that affected migrant arrivals and maybe early breeding activity, and this was followed by 
hot, dry weather in June and July that probably benefitted nest productivity and fledgling survival 
(see pages 8 – 10). 

Once again, the birding efforts of all observers, as well as those of the County Recorder and 
Data Manager in co-ordinating and checking the expanding dataset of records, are gratefully 
acknowledged – this year the inclusion of HOC Garden Birdwatch records for the first time has 
swelled the number of records utilised in this report to nearly 61,000. It is pleasing to note that 
‘confirmed breeding’ reports are also increasing, but I am sure there is still scope for us all to 
record more diligently any evidence of breeding activity we observe in our daily routines.

The 2018 birding year in the county was not outstanding in terms of the number of species seen; 
169 species is the least number during the past five years, but the appearance of a Chough on 
Bradnor Hill was a ‘first’ for Herefordshire (taking our county bird list to 285 species) and a 
Red-throated Diver at Wellington Gravel Pits, a welcome rarity not recorded in the county 
since 1996 – see the finders’ interesting accounts on pages 21 – 23. Amongst the other rarities 
seen during the year (full list on pages 17 – 20), there were eight species that had less than 
20 previous county records – Egyptian Goose, Night Heron, Great White Egret (that had an 
incredible 20 records in 2018 alone!), Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Turnstone, Sandwich 
Tern and Rose-coloured Starling. 

The systematic list of species’ accounts on pages 24 – 90 presents the summary details and 
interesting facts from the records dataset put together by eight authors (listed on the ‘Contents’ 
page), to which I am most grateful, also my thanks to the scrutiny panel of three experts that 
check these accounts. As is usual, this report is enhanced by the inclusion of a wonderful array 
of photographs that bring out the magnificent features and beauty of some of our county species, 
and for this I am grateful to Mick Colquhoun and others for capturing these unique shots.  

There then follows six review articles (pages 94 – 132), which I especially commend to you; 
these include: three species-related scripts on ‘Wetland warblers in Herefordshire – an historic 
review’, ‘Herefordshire’s Sand Martins’ and ‘BTO Tawny Owl surveys 2018’, and three site-related 
scripts covering well known locations of ornithological interest within the county at Mary Knoll, 
Bodenham Lake (with recent developments there) and Credenhill Park Wood. The 2018 reports 
on bird ringing, nestbox monitoring and the HOC Garden Birdwatch scheme are also presented 
(on pages 133 – 145). I am grateful to the authors for the considerable effort it takes to produce 
these feature write-ups.   

So, I commend to you the reading of this Annual Report. An alphabetic index of species (pages 
154 – 155) and a gazetteer of place names referred to (pages 149 – 153) is included to help you 
navigate around the report.

Mervyn Davies           
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Chairman’s report

My first year as HOC Chairman has proved a very challenging one, but first, thanks to Gerald 
Wells for his contribution over the past years as Chair to the county Club. The challenges came 
from the fact that two significant roles would become vacant during the year, those of Secretary 
and Treasurer. No offers to fulfil these roles came forward and we experienced several months 
when the future of HOC was in some question. This highlighted the conditions of our dissolution 
rules in our charity status. At the AGM, we have amended these to allow for a more reasonable 
percentage of the membership to be present in future to vote for change. Two members now have 
undertaken to fill the vacant positions, for which we are very grateful.

Our programme of indoor and outdoor events have continued to interest and educate. We now 
have a new enlarged subcommittee to organise field trips. These have been well supported and 
the summer’s hot weather encouraged people to attend. Thanks are due to the many leaders who 
make these field trips possible. Sadly, we are still attracting membership predominantly from 
the over 45-year-old population. We are not alone with this problem, many clubs, societies and 
like-minded groups are experiencing this too. We have renewed our attempts to collaborate 
with these conservation/wildlife groups with very limited success. However, Herefordshire 
Wildlife Trust has shown an interest in more discussion and collaboration during the year. 

We have continued our contribution to the national birding database through the various BTO 
surveys, BirdTrack and our local Garden Birdwatch. The Curlew survey in the county highlighted 
the dramatic decline and urgency for drastic conservation measures to be undertaken to support 
the survival of this species. Similarly, a Swift survey in Ledbury encouraged a programme of 
nestbox installation in the town.

Over the past year, two long-time members of the HOC have died, Keith Mason and Graham 
Wren. Their individual contributions of knowledge and interest and their company are sadly 
missed by the Club.

HOC now has a brand-new website, with thanks due to the Vice Chairman, a webmaster and 
others. The birding site location guides, referred to in the last Annual Report, are now available 
on this site. Continued thanks are due to the editor and contributors to our excellent quarterly 
HOC News, for their valuable work for the Club. 

Generic talks about birds are being developed for use as publicity for the Club and birds in general. 
Someone to act as a Publicity Officer is urgently needed. It is hoped we will be contacted by a range 
of interested groups requiring talks in the future.

At the AGM, the River Wye Award was presented to Nick Pegler for his outstanding contribution 
to HOC over the years. We have admired and enjoyed his photographs and benefited from the 
large number of bird records submitted over the many years of his contact with the Club.

The work that goes into collating and finally publishing an Annual Report, I am sure, will be 
evident from this issue. The articles, photographs and data will match the high standard and 
quality we have come to expect of our Annual Reports.

Susanna Grunsell
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Obituaries
Keith Mason

Throughout our lives we all meet a number of people that have a great effect on our life. They 
may be teachers, lecturers, work colleagues or simply good friends. High up on my list of “the 
most unforgettable characters I have met” is Keith Mason.  

Keith was born in 1930 and was strictly a townie, but his mother encouraged his interest in birds 
and wildlife with walks along the river and through fields close to town. At the age of eight they 
moved to Ledbury Road, Hereford. The house backed on to fields and woodland that ran down 
to Lugg Meadows and the river. During the next few years his enthusiasm for birds grew and 
although he enjoyed table tennis, canoeing and dancing he always came back to birding as his 
main interest.  

In 1950, a group of retired Army Officers decided to form a birding club and advertised in the 
Hereford Times for people to join this club. Keith joined the HOC at this inaugural meeting in 
April that year, making him the longest serving member of the Club.  He became a committee 
member in 1959 and County Recorder from 1988 – 1998, followed by periods as Vice President 
and President.  
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When my wife Joan and I attended our first HOC meeting in the very early 1980s, it was Keith 
who came to welcome us and make us feel at home. During the months that followed he became 
my mentor, he taught me bird song and how to identify birds in flight. Keith retired in 1988 
aged 58 and I retired two years later. We then started birding almost weekly, throughout the 
county and beyond. He pointed out nuances in plumage, the effect of habitat on bird species 
and the art of patience. Nothing was too much trouble. Two examples of this ability to find 
time for others come to mind. The first was when, after two years looking for Red Kite I had still 
been unsuccessful and so he arranged for us and our wives to drive into deepest mid-Wales to 
track down the elusive bird. We failed, but several trips later we were lucky. Patience. The second 
was after a summer evening walk when we had spent some time watching a Kingfisher feeding 
at Monnington. I had casually mentioned that my daughter would have loved to have been with 
us since she had never seen a Kingfisher. Within days he found time to organise a canoe trip for 
Jane down the river from Glasbury to the Toll Bridge. In that short distance Keith managed to 
point out seven Kingfishers as well as teach Jane how to paddle a canoe without tipping them 
into the river. Over the years he has told me many stories of his birding life: Red-backed Shrike 
at Tupsley, Marsh Warbler at Bartestree and of his many trips to Scotland (his presence will be 
sadly missed on Mull), the Pyrenees and Camargue.

His enthusiasm for birds certainly rubbed off on me and, I suspect, many others. His passing is 
not only a sad loss to the HOC and its members but also to the wider wildlife community. 

                  Peter Eldridge

-------------------------------------

Graham Wren 

Graham has been a HOC member for over 20 years, a past committee member and outdoor 
meetings leader, but he will be remembered by many for his indoor meeting lectures, especially 
how changing farmland practices have affected bird populations. 

He was born in a village near Oxford and at an early age had an interest in the natural world. In 
1960 he attended Nottingham University Agriculture College and took his first job on a dairy 
farm near Whitney; later he worked on a large pea farm in Lincolnshire and here started his 
lifelong love of bird photography, especially their nests. He became a warden for the National 
Trust on the Farne Islands and returned there regularly. 

He loved visiting the Scottish Islands to photograph seabirds. For fifty years he maintained bird 
boxes and kept meticulous records on a large farm in Oxford, especially being interested in 
Barn Owl breeding. He remained an active member of the West Oxford Field Club being on the 
committee, leading early morning walks and for some years was its President. 

Graham was a good companion always smiling, most gentlemanly, a generous and thoughtful 
person. Many will have an abiding memory of Graham with a smart jacket and tie, but finished 
off with a pair of shorts which he would always start wearing when he first heard the Cuckoo.

John Pullen
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Weather summary
The following weather records are based on observations from a South Herefordshire location 
at a height of 150 metres above sea level.

January 

A mild month, the temperature for the first 10 days was 8°C or more, whereas the daily long-term 
average for January is 7°C; frosts were recorded on eight nights with -2°C on 11th. The total 
recorded rainfall was 60 mm which was near the long-term average. The Great White Egrets 
remained from December 2017 in the Ross-on-Wye area and two Whooper Swans were at 
Castleton Wye.

February

Both the first and last weeks of the month were cold but mostly sunny days. There were 11 nights 
of frost, including each night between the 23rd and 28th, the coldest night being 28th when -4°C 
was noted. Many days were dry, rain being recorded on only nine days making a total rainfall for 
the month of only 16 mm, less than one-third of the long-term average. A Hen Harrier was seen 
in West Herefordshire on 4th and a Black Redstart was viewed on the Priory at Leominster from 
12th to 19th.

March

The month began with a large fall of snow on 2nd with deep drifts that continued to linger for 
a few days, thus covering normal bird feeding areas and causing many birds to look for new 
sources of food in gardens. This was the case of a garden in Bishopstone which saw Fieldfare, 
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A frosty morning on Perrystone Hill
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Redwing and Brambling for the first time for many winters. It was also noted at Leintwardine 
where there were small numbers of Redwing moving south to look for new food sources. The 
month generally was very wet, although a total of 56 mm was recorded, this was the exception 
to most areas, in Bishopstone 130 mm was recorded and on the Herefordshire/Monmouthshire 
border, 151 mm fell, or two and half times the long-term average. The cooler end to the month 
delayed the arrival of summer migrants, e.g. Wheatear lagged behind their historical average 
arrival dates. However, a Short-eared Owl was at Tyberton on 3rd and 4th and Garganey were 
at Brockhall on 31st. BTO stated that the extreme weather affected the smallest resident bird 
species most, i.e. Goldcrest, Long-tailed Tit and Wren; also continuing northerly winds affected 
returning hirundines and warblers, such as Whitethroat and Willow Warbler.

April

The monthly total rainfall of 41 mm was slightly below the long-term average with exceptional 
hot days recorded from 16th to 26th, all temperatures being over 20°C, the 19th was the hottest 
when 22°C was recorded. A Grey Plover was seen on the Lower Lugg Meadows on 8th and 
a Red-breasted Merganser was at Tidnor Mill on 11th.

May

Between 1st and 19th of the month, there were only four days of recordable rainfall, although it 
became wetter at the end of the month. The total rainfall recorded was 28 mm, well below the 
long-term average, but once again this total was not representative of many other areas of 
the county, which had average or slightly above the long-term average precipitation. Generally, 
the temperature was quite hot with a maximum of 25°C recorded on 7th making the month 
one of the hottest Mays on record. A Wryneck was found at Byford on 12th; a Black Tern and a 
Sanderling at Wellington GP on 24th and a Firecrest in North Herefordshire on 28th.

June

A hot, dry month, with rain only recorded on four days and a total of just 4.5 mm, the third driest 
June on record; not since 1962 has there been a similar dry June. The temperature on many days 
was above 20°C, the hottest day recorded was 28°C on 26th. A Grasshopper Warbler was seen on a 
bird survey at Burley Gate on 7th and a Knot was noted at Wellington GP on 21st.

July

For most of the month the days were hot and sunny with the temperature reaching 28°C on 
four days and most rain was confined to the end of the month. The rainfall total for the month 
was 22 mm, about 30% of the long-term average, with 13 mm falling on 28th. A Chough was 
watched on Bradnor Hill from 15th to 19th, a first county record; Black-tailed Godwits were at 
Wellington GP on 21st and seven Green Sandpipers at Kenchester Pools on 29th.

August

A total monthly rainfall of 63 mm was recorded, but with dry periods at the beginning of the month 
during 1st to 9th and again at the end during 27th to 31st. A Turnstone was noted at Wellington GP 
on 3rd and a Night Heron sp. was watched briefly along the River Wye at Hoarwithy on 15th.
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September

The first part of the month was mainly sunny and dry, then rain was recorded on six consecutive 
days from 18th, with 25 mm falling on 20th, giving a monthly total of 58 mm, or near the long-
term average. A Ring Ouzel was noted on 16th and 17th on the Black Mountains and a Grey 
Phalarope and a Sandwich Tern were at Wellington GP on 23rd.

October

A rainfall total of 40 mm was recorded for the month, less than half the long-term average. Great 
White Egrets were present in the county in five locations, Hawfinches were noted at Bircher 
Common and Queenswood, a Rose-coloured Starling was viewed at Sutton St Nicholas on 10th 
and a Pink-footed Goose was at Wellington GP on 24th. 

November

Frosts were recorded on two nights, on 1st and 21st. There were only nine days when rain was 
not recorded and the total for the month measured 87 mm, slightly above the long-term average. 
Three Whooper Swans were at Bridge Sollers on 5th and a Bewick’s Swan was at Winforton on 
25th. A flock of Golden Plover was seen regularly on Hergest Ridge.

December 

A mainly mild month with frosts recorded on 10th and 16th; nearly half the days were dry with 
temperatures reaching as high as 14°C and the rainfall total for the month was 82 mm. The mild 
weather encouraged Blackbird, Song and Mistle Thrushes to be singing in Garway on 16th 
and a Goldcrest was also singing on Christmas Day. A Red-throated Diver was discovered at 
Wellington GP on 1st and Shelduck were there on 24th and a Jack Snipe on 29th.
                                                                                                                                                                                         

John Pullen

Acknowledgement 
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the Annual Report during the period 2000 – 2018 inclusive.  
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Indoor and field meetings

Date         Topic                                                                          Speaker

Jan 11 Research into birdsong Rupert Marshall

Feb 8 Farmland birds (Dr Walker memorial lecture)  Gavin Siriwardena

Mar 8 AGM & Members’ meeting             –

Sep 13 Spoonbill Sandpipers Baz Hughes

Oct 11 Goshawks Steve Roberts

Nov 8 Swifts Mick Colquhoun

Dec 13 Magical Merlins Keith Offord

Indoor meetings:

Field meetings:

Date         Venue                                                                     Leader    

Jan 16 WWT Slimbridge, Glos. John Pullen

Feb 20 Ledbury outskirts and Eastnor Deer Park Richard Davies

Mar 17 Credenhill Wood and Brockhall GP Gerald Parker

Apr 10 Brockhampton and Bringsty Common Mervyn Davies & 
Tom/Jennifer Weale

May 12 Nest Recording training day at Sellack                           
(Trainers: Jerry Lewis & Dan Jenkin-Jones)

Andrew Strong & 
Dan Webb

May 14 RSPB Ham Wall Nature Reserve, Somerset Trevor Hulme

May 31 Wormelow Bird Identification Day John Pullen &     
Tony Eveleigh

Jun 14 Forest of Dean (evening) – Nightjars Nick Smith

Jun 21 Devereux Wootton Farm (Hereford Walking Festival) Phil & Chris Williams

Jul 6 Canon Frome Court and The Homend Stephanie Greenwood

Jul 17 Docklow circular walk Will Watson

Jul 31 Wigmore Rolls (jointly HOC with Butterfly Conservation) Rhona Goddard, Alan 
Reid & Robbie Ledlie

Sep 6 Bunch of Carrots, Hampton Bishop to Mordiford Gerald Parker

Oct 16 Goldcliff and Newport Wetlands Tony Eveleigh

Nov 8 Wapley Hill and Shobdon Lakes John Pullen

Dec 9 Bodenham Lake Trevor Hulme
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County bird list

The table contains all species on the BOU British List (categories A, B and C) that have been 
recorded in Herefordshire to 31 December 2018. 

Please note :– 
• species occurring in 2018 are shown in bold in the first column
• the number of county records for rarities that have occurred 20 or fewer times is given 

in the second column
• the last year of occurrence for species not recorded in 2018 is shown in the third column

The HOC Rarities Subcommittee completed a comprehensive review of all historical rarity records 
during 2015 and 2016 (for details, see articles in HOC Annual Report 2015, pages 12 – 18 and 
HOC Annual Report 2016, pages 16 – 17). For some species, this has resulted in discrepancies 
between this county bird list and information presented in previous Annual Reports. 

 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Brent Goose* 2017
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Greylag Goose
Bean Goose* 4 1997
Pink-footed Goose*
White-fronted Goose* 2016
Mute Swan
Bewick’s Swan* 
Whooper Swan 
Egyptian Goose* 11
Shelduck
Ruddy Shelduck*†  1 1892
Mandarin Duck
Garganey*1

Blue-winged Teal* 1 2013
Shoveler
Gadwall
Wigeon
American Wigeon* 5 2016
Mallard
Pintail
Teal

 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Green-winged Teal* 1 2005
Red-crested Pochard* 17 2017
Pochard
Ferruginous Duck* 1 1989
Ring-necked Duck* 2 2001
Tufted Duck
Scaup* 2015
Lesser Scaup* 1 2013
Eider* 2 1997
Velvet Scoter* 2 1979
Common Scoter* 2017
Long-tailed Duck* 5 2014
Goldeneye
Smew
Goosander

Red-breasted      
Merganser* 

Ruddy Duck* 2013
Black Grouse* 1939
Red Grouse*2

Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge
Quail*3 2017



13

 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Pheasant
Red-throated Diver* 6
Black-throated Diver* 4 1996
Great Northern Diver* 9 2010
Storm Petrel* 5 1959
Leach’s Petrel* 9 1978
Fulmar* 1 1889
Manx Shearwater* 2017
Little Grebe
Red-necked Grebe* 6 2013
Great Crested Grebe
Slavonian Grebe* 9 2012
Black-necked Grebe* 15 2016
White Stork* 7 2017
Glossy Ibis* 4 2010
Spoonbill* 1 2016
Bittern* 2017
Night Heron* 3 
Cattle Egret* 3 2017
Grey Heron
Purple Heron* 1 2011
Great White Egret* 
Little Egret
Gannet* 15 2010
Shag* 7 2002
Cormorant
Osprey*
Honey-buzzard*
Spotted Eagle* 1 1915
Sparrowhawk
Goshawk
Marsh Harrier* 10 2017
Hen Harrier*
Montagu’s Harrier* 4 2005
Red Kite

 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Black Kite* 2 2013
White-tailed Eagle* 6 1947
Rough-legged Buzzard* 2 1964
Buzzard
Little Bustard* 1 1849
Water Rail
Corncrake* 1991
Spotted Crake* 2013
Moorhen 
Coot
Crane* 5 2003
Stone-Curlew* 4 1894
Oystercatcher
Black-winged Stilt* 1 2004
Avocet* 5 2016
Lapwing
Golden Plover
Grey Plover* 17
Ringed Plover
Little Ringed Plover
Killdeer* 1 1985
Dotterel* 12 2011
Whimbrel
Curlew
Bar-tailed Godwit* 16
Black-tailed Godwit
Turnstone* 19
Knot*
Ruff*
Curlew Sandpiper* 10 2016
Temminck’s Stint*  4 2015
Sanderling*
Dunlin
Little Stint* 2017
Pectoral Sandpiper* 2 2012
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 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Woodcock
Jack Snipe
Great Snipe* 2 1887
Snipe
Red-necked Phalarope* 2 2015
Grey Phalarope* 
Common Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper* 1 2015
Green Sandpiper
Lesser Yellowlegs* 2 2012
Redshank
Wood Sandpiper*
Spotted Redshank* 10 2014
Greenshank

Cream-coloured 
Courser* 

2 2012

Collared Pratincole*  2 1994
Kittiwake* 2016
Sabine’s Gull* 1 1997
Black-headed Gull
Little Gull* 2016
Mediterranean Gull
Common Gull
Ring-billed Gull* 3 2000

Great Black-backed 
Gull

Iceland Gull* 3 2001
Herring Gull
Caspian Gull* 14 2017
Yellow-legged Gull

Lesser Black-backed 
Gull

Sandwich Tern* 6
Cabot’s Tern* 1 1984
Little Tern* 5 1975

 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Common Tern
Arctic Tern
Whiskered Tern* 1 2009

White-winged Black 
Tern*

2 2016

Black Tern*
Great Skua* 3 2010
Pomarine Skua* 2 1902
Arctic Skua* 3 1999
Little Auk* 2 1994
Puffin* 4 1977
Feral Pigeon
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Turtle Dove 2016
Collared Dove
Cuckoo
Barn Owl
Tawny Owl
Little Owl
Long-eared Owl* 2009
Short-eared Owl*
Nightjar* 2006
Alpine Swift* 2 2004
Swift
Roller* 1 1857
Kingfisher
Bee-eater* 5 2016
Hoopoe*
Wryneck*

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker

Green Woodpecker
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 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Kestrel
Red-footed Falcon* 1 2011
Merlin
Hobby
Peregrine
Ring-necked Parakeet* 14 2017
Red-backed Shrike* 1973
Great Grey Shrike* 2017
Golden Oriole* 1991
Jay
Magpie
Chough* 1
Nutcracker* 2 1968
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Hooded Crow* 1996
Raven
Waxwing 2017
Coal Tit
Marsh Tit

Willow Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Bearded Tit* 1 2017
Woodlark 2015
Skylark
Shore Lark* 1 2016
Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin
Red-rumped Swallow* 2 2003
Cetti’s Warbler* 10
Long-tailed Tit
Wood Warbler

 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Willow Warbler
Chiffchaff

Yellow-browed 
Warbler* 

2 2016

Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Marsh Warbler* 1976
Melodious Warbler* 2 2010
Grasshopper Warbler*
Blackcap
Garden Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler* 2 2008
Firecrest*
Goldcrest
Wren
Nuthatch
Treecreeper

Rose-coloured 
Starling* 

6

Starling
Ring Ouzel*4

Blackbird
Fieldfare
Redwing
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Spotted Flycatcher
Robin
Bluethroat* 1 2014
Nightingale*5 2012
Pied Flycatcher
Black Redstart*
Redstart
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 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Whinchat

Stonechat
Siberian Stonechat* 1 2012
Wheatear
Desert Wheatear* 1 1994
Dipper
House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Dunnock

Yellow/Blue-headed 
Wagtail

Grey Wagtail
Pied/White Wagtail
Tawny Pipit* 1 2010
Meadow Pipit
Tree Pipit
Red-throated Pipit* 1 2012
Water Pipit* 13 2016
Rock Pipit* 3 2016
Chaffinch

 Species No. records  
if ≤ 20

Year last 
recorded

Brambling
Hawfinch
Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Twite* 2005
Linnet
Common Redpoll* 12 2016
Lesser Redpoll
Parrot Crossbill* 1 2014
Crossbill
Goldfinch
Siskin
Ovenbird* 1 2002
Corn Bunting* 2012
Yellowhammer
Cirl Bunting* 1960
Little Bunting* 1 2012
Reed Bunting
Snow Bunting* 13 2006

Key: 

* Species previously recorded infrequently in Herefordshire requiring field notes and supportive 
description/photographic evidence for consideration by HOC Rarities Subcommittee before 
inclusion in HOC Annual Report. Unusual subspecies/races (except White Wagtail in spring) 
and ‘out of season’ migrants also require documentary evidence. Please submit such records 
using the county rarities form (http://www.herefordshirebirds.org/HOC/Rarities_form.html).

All national rarities and any species as yet unrecorded in the county, require immediate 
notification of the County Recorder and field notes/detailed descriptions/photographs for 
transmission to the British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC). Please submit national rarity 
records using the BBRC Rarity Form (http://www.bbrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/
BBRCRarityForm.pdf).

† For Ruddy Shelduck – BBRC consider that no records later than 1 Jan 1958 relate to wild birds.  

Footnotes: 
1 except breeding male (Garganey); 2 except on Black Mountains (Red Grouse);  3 if not heard 
(Quail); 4 for females only, except if seen with males (Ring Ouzel); 5 if not heard (Nightingale).
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Accepted rarities 2018

There were 169 different species of bird recorded in Herefordshire during 2018, a similar 
figure to that recorded in most recent years. The number of records entered on BirdTrack 
increased markedly in 2018 (Table 1) because the data from the HOC Garden Birdwatch 
scheme has been included for the first time. 

Table 1. Records in Herefordshire, 2014 – 2018

Year Number of species Number of records 
on BirdTrack

2018 169 59,888
2017 172 39,869
2016 179 44,862
2015 172 48,735
2014 174 44,921

Highlights of the year included:

• The first county record of Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrocorax); a juvenile bird seen and 
photographed on the golf course at Bradnor Hill, Kington in July.

• The third county record of Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) photographed in bushes on 
the bank of the Wye at Hoarwithy in August.

• The sixth county record of Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) at Wellington GP in December, 
the first record since 1996. The juvenile bird stayed for a few days giving many the chance 
to see this rare visitor to the county.

• The sixth record of Rose-coloured Starling (Pastor roseus) that visited a garden at Sutton St 
Nicholas during October.

•  Sixteenth county record of Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) at Brockhall GP in April.

•  Seventeenth record of Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) at Lower Lugg Meadows in April.

•  Nineteenth county record of Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) at Wellington GP in August.

Other notable records during spring included two Short-eared Owls (Asio flammeus) at Tyberton 
in March, a Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) at Tidnor Mill in April, two Black Terns 
(Chlidonias niger) at Wellington GP in May, a Hoopoe (Upupa epops) at Orleton in May and a 
Wryneck (Jynx totquilla) at Byford in May. 

Later in the year, a Grey Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaius) visited Wellington GP briefly in 
September and a Bewick’s Swan (Cygnus columbianus) joined the large flock of Mute Swans 
(Cygnus olor) in the Winforton area in November. A single redhead Smew (Mergellus albellus) 
was recorded at Brockhall GP in December.

Another noteworthy event in 2018 was the first recent breeding record of Grasshopper Warbler 
(Locustella naevia) in the county. A pair were seen and photographed taking food to a nest in a 
hedgerow on farmland at Burley Gate.
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Species Date Location Observers Notes

Pink-footed 
Goose

24 Oct Wellington GP G. Bilbao Single.

Bewick’s Swan 25 Nov R Wye Winforton 
South

P. Downes Single, stayed until 26 Nov.

Egyptian Goose 6 Apr Bodenham Lake R. Hemming Single, also seen on 8 & 9 Apr 
and 1 May, 11th county record.

Garganey 31 Mar Brockhall GP J. Tilby Pair.

18 Apr R. Wye Hampton 
Bishop

W. Gregory Pair.

Smew 1 Dec Brockhall GP N. Pegler Female.

Red-breasted 
Merganser

11 Apr Tidnor Mill G. Bilbao Male.

Red-throated 
Diver

1 Dec Wellington GP T. Downes Juvenile, stayed until 11 
Dec, 6th county record.

Night Heron 15 Aug Hoarwithy Bridge G. Mangwana Accepted as Night Heron 
species, 3rd county record.

Great White 
Egret

1 Jan R. Wye          
Ross-on-Wye 

First recorded on 28 Dec 2018 – up to three 
birds stayed until 6 Feb.

2 Jan Hartleton Lakes C. Bartlett 15th county record, two 
birds.

4 Jan Leintwardine 
South

R. Stead 16th county record.

10 Jan Merrivale,    
Ross-on-Wye

A. Eveleigh 17th county record, two 
birds.

11 Jan Winforton SW J. Davies 18th county record, singles 
also seen here on 23 May,  
22 Jul & 1 Aug.

14 Jan Wilton,          
Ross-on-Wye

J. Tilby 19th county record.

16 Jan Leintwardine 
South

W. Marler 20th county record.

21 Apr Brockhall GP N. Pegler &       
J. Tilby

21 Apr Wellington GP N. Pegler

19 Jul Pencoyd A. Buttriss

2 Oct Shobdon NE P. Wright Two birds, singles seen on 
3, 4 & 8 Oct.

Rarities list
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Species Date Location Observers Notes

Great White 
Egret

8 Oct The Wellands, 
Sellack

D. Webb

18 Oct Adforton West J. Denyar

24 Oct Brampton Bryan 
East

H. Lloyd Single, present until 26 Oct.

26 Oct Buckton L. & P. Derrick

4 Nov Shobdon NE P. Wright Single, mobile in the area 
until 14 Nov.

14 Nov Walford, near 
Brampton Bryan

C. Johnson

18 Nov Buckton R. Stead

9 Dec Lugg Meadows 
Central

G. Bilbao

11 Dec Winforton SW J. Davies

23 Dec Brandon Camp, 
Adforton

W. Marler

Osprey 6 Apr Lugg Meadows G. Bilbao

19 May Birtley M. Attwood

Honey-buzzard 28 Apr North              
Herefordshire

W. Marler

Hen Harrier 4 Feb West                    
Herefordshire

R. James

Grey Plover 8 Apr Lower Lugg 
Meadows

G. Bilbao 17th county record.

Bar-tailed 
Godwit

22 Apr Brockhall GP N. Pegler &       
J. Tilby

16th county record, stayed 
until 23 Apr.

Turnstone 3 Aug Wellington GP K. Lloyd 19th county record, stayed 
until 4 Aug, 

Knot 21 Jun Wellington GP C. Jones

Ruff 5 Apr Lower Lugg 
Meadows

G. Bilbao

Sanderling 24 May Wellington GP P. Downes &   
T. Downes

Single.

25 May Wellington GP N. Pegler Three birds.

25 Jun Wellington GP N. Pegler Single.

Grey Phalarope 23 Sep Wellington GP J. Tilby



20

Species Date Location Observers Notes

Wood         
Sandpiper

14 Aug Kenchester Pools N. Pegler Single, present until 15 Aug.

23 Aug Kenchester Pools N. Pegler Single, present until 25 Aug.

Sandwich Tern 23 Sep Wellington GP J. Tilby &            
N. Pegler

Two birds, 6th county 
record.

Black Tern 24 May Wellington GP P. Downes &    
T. Downes

Two birds.

Short-eared 
Owl 

3 Mar Tyberton M. Waldron Two birds, a single present 
on 4 Mar.

4 Mar Mansel Gamage A. Starling

Hoopoe 13 May Orleton M. Binnersley

Wryneck 12 May Byford N. Potter Stayed until 13 May.

Chough 15 Jul Bradnor Hill A. Crichton 1st county record, stayed 
until 19 Jul.

Cetti’s Warbler 8 Apr Wellington GP N. Pegler Heard frequently in area 
around hide until 8 Jul, 
also from 21 Oct – 24 Dec;      
9th county record.

9 Dec Lugg Bridge 
Quarry

A. Eveleigh 10th county record.

Grasshopper 
Warbler

7 Jun Burley Gate M. Davies &     
G. Wells

Breeding pair, also seen on 
9, 10 & 12 Jun.

Firecrest 28 May North                
Herefordshire

C. Parr

Rose-coloured 
Starling

10 Oct Sutton St    
Nicholas

C. Smith 6th county record.

Black Redstart 12 Feb Leominster 
Priory

R. Higgins Male, stayed until 19 Feb.

12 Apr Wolferlow S. Smith

Michael Colquhoun
County Recorder

----------------------------------------
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New and rare species 2018

Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) on Bradnor Hill 

On Sunday 15th July at 19.30 hrs, I was working at Kington Golf Club located on Bradnor 
Hill, which is the highest course in England at 391 metres above sea level. This site overlooks 
the small town of Kington and has a wonderful 360-degree panoramic view of the surrounding 
countryside that includes views of the Black Mountains to the south, Hergest Ridge to the south-
west, the Brecon Beacons to the west and Clee Hill to the north-east. The vegetation comprises 
dense gorse, bracken and some old Rowan and blackthorn trees, with very undulating fairways. 
The fairways are tightly-mown and these merge into the surrounding bracken and gorse which 
host an abundance of bird species (including Yellowhammer, Stonechat, Meadow Pipit, Skylark 
and Wheatear). The bracken is normally crushed around the end of September and the straggly 
and wind-damaged gorse is trimmed in Nov/Dec.

This particular July day was during the hot spell of weather in summer 2018 when I was having to 
water the greens at night, due to the ground being very warm during the day. I came to the 8th 
green and pulled out the hose pipe to connect to the watering system and began watering the 
green. After the first pass over, I began the second pass and puddles began forming on the green 
in the low spots. 

As I looked back there was a “crow” on the green drinking from the puddles, the bird was very 
approachable and not fazed by me being there, such that I was able to get close enough to take 
some photographs. It was then I noticed that it had red legs. My knowledge of birds is not great, 

A Chough at Kington Golf Course on Bradnor Hill in July - 1st county record
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but I had a good idea that it was a Chough, so after completing the watering of the greens I checked 
on the RSPB website and decided that it was indeed a Chough. I spoke with Iain Carter of the 
National Trust (the owners of Bradnor Hill) and he suggested I contact the county recorder, Mick 
Colquhoun, to report the sighting. The bird remained in the area for five days until 19 July. It 
seemed content to feed on the chafer beetles, that were casting from the chafer grub larvae, and 
the leatherjacket larvae (emerging daddy longlegs). Quite a few golfers commented about the 
presence of the bird and how trusting it was. 

In Britain and Ireland, Chough distribution is limited to regions with mild winters, suitable nest 
cavities and grazed pastures. It breeds along parts of the Welsh coast and the offshore islands of 
Anglesey, Bardsey and the Isle of Man, as well as the Scottish islands of Islay, Colonsay and Jura. 
In Ireland, they are found on the west and south coasts and a few in the north around Rathlin 
Island, Co Antrim. There are also more recent reports of birds nesting in traditional haunts 
in west Cornwall and of some pairs nesting inland in Welsh quarries. The British population is 
reckoned to be around 300 breeding pairs and about twice that number in Ireland. 

Considering the current UK distribution of Chough, it is somewhat surprising that this rare 
corvid turned up in Herefordshire in mid-summer, a ‘first’ for the county. Bradnor Hill has 
been the site of other rare species over the years, including a Cream-coloured Courser in May 
2012, Dotterel sightings in April/May 2011 and even a Hen Harrier one year.

Alun Crichton

Red Throated Diver (Gavia stellata) at Wellington Gravel Pits

It was Saturday afternoon, 1 December, and my brother Paul was looking after his daughter, so 
I decided on a late afternoon trip to Wellington Gravel Pits to see if anything had been brought 
in by the weather. I arrived around 3.00 pm in not the best of light and in no anticipation of 
finding anything rare. The only person I saw was a lady leaving via the lane that joins the A49, 
so I had the site to myself.

I checked the “new works” nearest the road and the usual ducks and Great Crested Grebes were 
present, so there was not much to report. I worked my way around to the main lake by the 
footbridge that crosses the brook where, after a quick scan of the mud and lake, I decided there 
was “not much there” either. Some gulls came in just to the right of the island and I thought I 
would have a look at them, as I scoped across the lake I came across a bird that had just dived, 
my immediate reaction was “(expletive) Red-throated Diver.”

I reached for my phone and scanned in the hope of seeing the bird again to confirm, a grebe 
came up close to where the bird had dived, but I couldn’t find the bird; I was beginning to doubt 
myself and the phone went back into my pocket. Disappointed, I changed position so I could 
view the bottom part of the lake, after a while I saw a bird that had just come up and followed 
it – yes, it was the Diver! I thought “great” I was not mistaken; the phone came back out and 
I made a quick call to my brother to get a message out. In the fading light several birders got 
to see it. I managed to contact Mick Colquhoun to report it and put on the website, he was 
keen to get some pictures, which he did the next day and a number of good photographs were 
produced.

The Red-throated Diver is the most common of the three diver species found in the UK and 
around 17,000 winter all round the British and Irish coast, but is only rarely seen on inland 
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waters. It breeds only in north-west Scotland, with a few pairs in Ireland, the highest densities 
are in Shetland, parts of Orkney, Caithness, the western fringes of the Scottish Highlands and 
the Outer Hebrides. The species is also found in northern Europe, Russia and North America. 

This sighting was only the sixth county record for Red-throated Diver, the last record in 
Herefordshire was found on Bodenham Lake, back in February 1996, by, believe it or not, my 
brother Paul, so we have kept this in the family; let’s hope we do not have to wait over 20 years 
for the next one to drop in. Previous sightings were all in the 19th century. I was pleased with 
this ‘find’ as a lot of county birders came to see the bird, because it stayed for several days. It just 
goes to show what can turn up!

Terry Downes

--------------------------------------

The Red-throated Diver (6th county record) at Wellington GP in  December and which 
remained for 10 days – the previous sighting of this species in Herefordshire was in 1996
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Systematic list
Introduction

The systematic list is a summary of the records submitted to the Club, or extracted from other 
sources, detailing all species encountered in Herefordshire over the course of the year. This 
section comprises those species on the British Ornithologists’ Union (BOU) British List 
(Category A - recorded in an apparently natural state at least once since 1950, and C - introduced, 
but now self-sustaining) and, where observed, subspecies recorded in Britain given in the 
British List 9th Edition (BOU, 2017). The sequence of species listed, species names, and the 
taxonomy follows the online version of the British List (1 February 2019) (BOU, 2019). 
The English common or vernacular name from the British List is given first, followed by the 
scientific name. Where the International Ornithological Committee (IOC) international English 
name (Gill & Donsker, 2019) and the vernacular name differ, the IOC English name is shown in 
brackets. An alphabetical index of common names is provided on pages 154 – 155 to assist the 
reader to locate species. In addition, a gazetteer of place names used in the following species 
accounts is given on pages 149 – 153. 

County descriptive status 

Below each species name is a brief phrase describing its ‘status’ and ‘occurrence’ within the 
county of Herefordshire. These were reviewed and rewritten by a small panel of HOC members 
during 2014, utilising in part “The Birds of Herefordshire” atlas data (Davies et al., 2014) and, 
where available, derived county population estimates by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), 
to define relative abundance. The terms and their definitions are as follows: 

Status:

Very rare Five or fewer Herefordshire records; breeding numbers zero 

Rare  Less than annual; may be years between records; breeding numbers zero 

Very scarce  Less than annual; typically every two or three years; breeding numbers zero 

Scarce  Very small numbers recorded virtually every year; fewer than 10 per year 

Uncommon  Recorded in low numbers; 10 – 99 per year

Fairly common Reasonable numbers occur in suitable habitat; 100 – 999 per year 

Common  Good numbers occur regularly in suitable habitat; 1,000 – 9,999 per year 

Abundant Large numbers occur in suitable habitat; 10,000+ per year

Occurrence:

Resident   A species whose population is largely sedentary and which occurs throughout  
  the year (may be augmented by passage migrants or winter visitors) 

Summer visitor A species that occurs during the summer, after migrating from its wintering areas 

Winter visitor   A species that occurs during the winter months after migrating from its  
  breeding areas. This can include species which do not occur during the  
  summer as well as those with a breeding population

  Most summer or winter visitors also occur in the county as passage migrants  
  en route to and from other areas 
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Passage migrant A species that appears on spring and/or autumn migration to or from its  
  breeding or wintering ranges. Some species have protracted spring and  
  autumn passage periods that can appear to ‘overlap’ in mid-summer, while  
  others may be more numerous on either spring or autumn passage 

Vagrant    A species away from its normal range and not regularly seen in the county 

Storm/wind-blown visitor   Seabirds typically occurring after having been blown into the  
  county as a result of strong winds 

Birds of Conservation Concern

In addition to the brief phrase describing the status and occurrence of each species within 
Herefordshire, the national (UK) status of those species which are of conservation concern: 
Birds of Conservation Concern 4 (BoCC4) (Eaton et al., 2015; http://www.britishbirds.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2014/07/BoCC4.pdf), is given in terms of their ‘red’ or ‘amber’ listings:

Red listing  Those that are globally threatened according to International Union of 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) criteria; those whose 
population or range has declined rapidly over a 25-year period and those 
that have suffered a historical decline without substantial recent recovery

Amber listing Those with an unfavourable conservation status in Europe; those with a  
  population or range that has declined moderately over a 25-year period; those  
  with a population that has declined historically but shown a substantial recent  
  recovery; rare breeding species and those with internationally important or  
  localised populations

For some wildfowl and wader species, monthly maxima counts are presented in tables. These 
are peak counts from the sites listed for the months that data were available. Many of the main 
water bodies in the county and some of the important river stretches are regularly visited by 
observers, often as part of the national Wetland Bird Survey monitoring scheme.  

Record capture and data sources

The standard procedure for the submission of annual records for Herefordshire changed in 
2014 and HOC now uses BirdTrack, a secure computer database managed by the British Trust 
for Ornithology (BTO). Contributors are urged to follow the instructions on the HOC website 
for submission of records (http://www.herefordshirebirds.org/HOC/Records.html). Alternatively 
records can be entered electronically on an Excel spreadsheet and forwarded to the HOC Data 
Manager for uploading to BirdTrack. Records in other formats are accepted from those who do 
not have easy access to a computer. 

All of these records accessed via BirdTrack, plus records entered by observers directly on the HOC 
sightings website (http://www.herefordshirebirds.org/HOC/Sightings.html) and records extracted 
from the BTO’s Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) database for Herefordshire monitored sites, has resulted 
in a substantial increase in  the total number of records utilised during the past five years. 
In 2018, records from the HOC Garden Birdwatch scheme have also been included, adding 
significant further records to the dataset utilised to produce the following species accounts. The 
dataset has been carefully checked by the County Recorder and HOC Data Manager and 
obvious duplicate records removed. 
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Unless otherwise stated, all occurrences of county rarities (requiring detailed description and 
supporting evidence) reported in the systematic list have been approved by the HOC Rarities 
Subcommittee and, for national rarities, also by the British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC).

Abbreviations used in text:   

GP = Gravel Pit; R = River; NNR = National Nature Reserve; – = no record (used in tables); 
nc = birds present but no count recorded (used in tables).
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Canada Goose                                                               Branta canadensis

Common resident and winter visitor

Brockhall GP continues to provide the highest counts during the autumn and winter months. 
Interestingly, the earliest HOC record available for this species was of a pair that took up residence 
and nested on a lake at Brampton Bryan in Apr 1952.

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Berrington Pool - 82 67 20 45* 10* 12 12 - - - 6
Bodenham Lake 40 65 31 41 80 102 94 20 31 50 120 100
Brockhall GP 800 500 200 58 50 126 182 190 546 1,200 1,100 700
Hartleton Lakes 144 40 39 45 26* 45* 24 48 9 4 27 28
Kenchester Pools 450 12 8 17 26 45* 65 535 6 53 40 45
Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 89 19 37 20 13* 6* 23 8 - 221 191 2

Wellington GP 200 20 29 34 12* 35 149 374 400 528 200 215

  * includes juveniles

Additional sites with counts of 100 or more were: 100 at Whitney-on-Wye South on 1 Jan; 
250 at Coppet Hill on 24 Jul; a series of flocks totalling 285, 600 and 320 flying over The 
Weir Garden on 23 and 29 Aug and 17 Oct respectively; 125 at Backney on 30 Aug; 300 at 
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Widemarsh Hereford on 14 Sep; 221 at Lugg Bridge Quarry on 20 Oct and 191 there on 18 Nov; 
140 at Winforton SW on 19 Nov and 240 there on 11 Dec and 176 on Lower Lugg Meadows on 
23 Dec.

In addition to the sites indicated in the table, evidence of confirmed breeding was received from 
a further 16 sites, with juveniles seen during the period 3 Apr to 3 Aug:  Aston Crews West, 
Baregains Farm Ledbury, Brinshope Farm Wigmore, Eccleswall Court Bromsash, Greytree 
Ross-on-Wye, Hollow Lane Ledbury, Letton South, Merrivale Ross-on-Wye, Moorend Farm 
Ashperton, Ross Central, Sink Green, Staunton Green, The Holme Willersley, The Mynde 
Much Dewchurch, Whitehouse Grange Tretire and Whitney-on-Wye South.

Barnacle Goose                                                                                 Branta leucopsis

Uncommon resident and winter visitor; has bred                                 BoCC listed: Amber

A single was present at Brockhall GP on 6 Jan and stayed until 29 Apr. Another single, maybe 
the same bird, was at the same site from 8 Sep until 15 Dec.

Greylag Goose                                                                                            Anser anser

Uncommon resident                                                                                   BoCC listed: Amber

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:                                                                                                                         

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Berrington Pool - 4 6 6 8 - - - - - - 2
Bodenham Lake nc 15 7 7 2 - - - - - - 3
Brockhall GP 1 - 1 3 - - - - 1 6 40 44
Wellington GP 6 2 2 2 3 41 41 30 1 1 1 32

Records were received from 15 other sites, those with the highest counts were: 16 at Leominster 
NE on 9 Jan; nine at Winforton SW on 17 Apr; 11 at Eastnor Park on 16 Jul and 30 flying overhead 
at Railway Station Hereford on 15 Nov.

The only breeding record received was of seven, including juveniles, at The Mynde Much 
Dewchurch on 29 May.

Pink-footed Goose                                                                   Anser brachyrhynchus

Scarce winter visitor

A single was present at Wellington GP on 24 Oct (G. Bilbao).

Mute Swan                    Cygnus olor 

Fairly common resident                                                                             BoCC listed: Amber

The highest counts were mainly during the months of Jan – Feb and Oct – Dec as follows: 200 
at Clifford North on 1 Jan and 82 there on 5 Jan; 60 at Lyde Cross on 2 Jan; 55 at Wellington GP 
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on 2 Jan; 100 at Marden SW on 5 Jan; 50 at Holme Lacy Church on 14 Jan and 74 there on 24 Dec; 
57 at Sutton St Michael North on 30 Jan, 66 there on 25 Feb and 50 on 30 Dec; 79 in a field of 
oilseed rape at Moreton Bridge on 9 Feb; 59 at Bridge Sollers West on 28 Oct; 69 at Winforton 
SW on 4 Oct, 60 there on 19 Nov and 50 on 11 Dec; 59 at Leabrink Fownhope on 25 Nov; 84 at 
Winforton South on 25 Nov and 95 there on 26 Nov and 99 in a field of oilseed rape at Tyberton 
on 17 Dec.

High counts during the summer months included: 61 at R. Wye Hampton Bishop on 4 Jun and 
105 there on 4 Jul and 64 at Hollington Farm Holme Lacy on 24 Jun.  

Breeding was recorded at 23 sites which is a similar number to last year. The earliest occupied 
nest was at Berrington Hall Pool on 20 Mar and the first cygnets were recorded at Wellington 
GP on 29 May. Four broods and a total of 12 cygnets were observed at R. Wye Hampton Bishop 
on 4 Jul.  

Bewick’s Swan (Tundra Swan)                                                 Cygnus columbianus

Uncommon winter visitor

A single was seen in a flock of 84 Mute Swan at R. Wye Winforton South on 25 Nov (P. Downes) 
and also on the following day with 95 Mute Swan.

Whooper Swan                               Cygnus cygnus

Scarce winter visitor                                                                                    BoCC listed: Amber

Sightings were significantly down this year, possibly due to a mild winter. Two were seen with 
18 Mute Swan at Winforton South on 1 Jan and there were three at Bridge Sollers West with 59 
Mute Swan on 28 Oct and 5 Nov. 

Whooper Swans with a Mute Swan in a crop of oilseed rape at Bridge Sollers
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Egyptian Goose               Alopochen aegyptian

Uncommon resident introduced

A single was reported at Bodenham Lake on 6 Apr (R. Hemming) and was also seen there on 8 and 
9 Apr and 1 May; this was the 11th county record.

Shelduck (Common Shelduck)                                                   Tadorna tadorna

Scarce winter visitor                                                                                   BoCC listed: Amber

Records were received from three locations: a pair at Brockhall GP on 17 and 29 Mar, 1 Apr and 
5 May and a third bird there on 31 Mar; a single on Lower Lugg Meadows from 17 to 21 Mar 
and a single at Wellington GP between 24 and 30 Dec.  

Mandarin Duck                                                                           Aix galericulata

Fairly common resident

Sightings were received from a total of 64 locations, which is slightly down on the 79 locations 
last year, but was similar to previous years.

Monthly maxima counts for sites with records in four or more months:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake 40 12 1 3 1 - 4 7* 4 1 - 16
Hartleton Lakes 2 - 5 7 2 - 1 1 3 - - -
R. Wye    
Coppett Hill - - - 5 - 5 3 2 2 2 - -

Wellington GP - - - 3 1 1 1 6 - - - -

   * incudes juveniles

Additional sightings with large numbers were: 20 at Little Berrington near Bodenham on 14 Jan; 
17 at R. Wye Capler on 8 Jun; 13 at R. Wye Backney on 29 Jun; 23 at R. Wye Hampton Bishop 
on 4 Jul; 20 at Kynaston Farm Hentland on 30 Aug and 30 there on 7 Oct; 15 at R. Wye King 
Arthur`s Cave Little Doward on 28 Sep and 14 at Belmont Abbey Pool on 27 Dec.

Breeding was confirmed with ducklings recorded at seven sites: a pair with three recently fledged 
chicks at Kynaston Farm Hentland on 14 May; two broods on R. Clun north of Leintwardine 
on 1 Jun; three ducklings at Hampton Bishop on 4 Jun; a brood of five small young at Downton 
Gorge NNR on 5 Jun and two further broods there on 28 Jun; an adult with six ducklings at 
Eastnor Castle on 11 Jul; a juvenile at Burrington West on 24 Jul and young at Bodenham 
Lake on 2 Aug.    

Garganey                                                                                            Anas querquedula

Scarce passage migrant                                                                            BoCC listed: Amber

There were two records: a pair on migration seen at Brockhall GP on 31 Mar (J. Tilby) and a 
pair on R. Wye at Hampton Bishop on 18 Apr (W. Gregory); the latter pair were flushed from 
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among willows on the river`s edge, the white eye stripe of the male being unmistakeable.    

Shoveler (Northern Shoveler)            Anas clypeata

Uncommon winter visitor                                           BoCC listed: Amber

Records were received in all months except Jul. Singles were recorded at three sites during Jun, 
the latest being at Kenchester Pools on 20 Jun, and two sites in Aug, the earliest at Brockhall GP 
on 11 Aug.   

Monthly maxima counts for sites with records in four or more months:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake 3 2 nc - - - - - - - - 1
Brockhall GP 6 3 12 6 - 1 - 1 18 6 26 10
Kenchester Pools 11 7 16 - - 1 - 1 3 16 18 8
Wellington GP 26 50 60 8 3 1 - - 4 4 8 43

Brockhall and Wellington GPs each accounted for 40% of records, however, Wellington GP had 
higher numbers at the beginning of the year.

Additional records came from four other sites: ‘present’ at Titley Pool on 23 Jan, five there on 4 Feb 
and a single on 13 Oct; seven at Lower Lugg Meadows on 20 Mar and three there on 11 Apr; a 
single at Lugg Bridge Quarry on 6 Apr and five at Winforton SW on 23 May.

Gadwall                                                                                                      Anas strepera

Uncommon resident and winter visitor                       BoCC listed: Amber

Records were received from 11 locations, which is same as last year; Brockhall and Wellington 
GPs accounted for 70% of records. Confirmed breeding, with juveniles observed, were reported 
from: Hartleton Lakes on 12 and 22 Jun and Brockhall GP on 15 Jul.

Monthly maxima counts for sites with records in four or more months:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Brockhall GP 12 16 12 16 6 8 5* 8 6 26 5 10
Hartleton Lakes - - 1 5 3 11* - 3 15 5 4 8
Kenchester Pools 2 4 - 4 3 16 - - 6 3 3 2
Lugg Bridge 
Quarry - 5 13 5 - - - - - 3 8 -

Wellington GP 30 26 17 8 2 2 1 3 5 5 32 31

  * includes juveniles

Additional sightings were: four at Lugg Meadows on 11 Apr; two at Bodenham Lake on 18 Apr; 
two at Eccleswall Court Bromsash on 11 Apr and 6 May and a single there on 2 Jun; a single at 
Mordiford Bridge on 15 Aug; five at Titley Pool on 13 Oct and three at Monnington on Wye on 
18 Nov.



31

Wigeon (Eurasian Wigeon)                                                                Anas Penelope

Fairly common winter visitor                                                                     BoCC listed: Amber

The latest sighting for the first period was of two at Wellington GP on 18 Apr and the earliest in 
the second period was of three at Brockhall GP on 29 Sep.

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake 12 60 nc 2 - - - - - - 36 15
Brockhall GP 136 200 46 24 - - - - 3 46 78 125
Kenchester Pools 48 22 8 1 - - - - - 35 55 10
Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 82 152 150 - - - - - - 25 54 97

Wellington GP 106 40 12 4 - - - - 11 38 10 55

Additional records were received from: Hartleton Lakes, Knoll Wood Lower Kinsham, Little 
Berrington near Bodenham, Lower Lugg Meadows, Titley Pool and Welsh Bicknor.  

Mallard                                                                                               Anas platyrhynchos

Common resident; releases occur annually                                            BoCC listed: Amber

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Berrington Pool - 11 4 4 4* 7 14 28 26 11 2 -

Bodenham Lake 24 20 7 10 5 21 42 36* 29 18 21 26

Brockhall GP 30 24 15 15 17 30* 100* 44 30 50 32 85
Greytree,     
Ross-on-Wye 52 26 8 10 - 5 22* 2 37 22 48 28

Hartleton Lakes 67 44 10 29* 48* 131* 115* 40* 114 142 45 61

Kenchester Pools 30 36 6 22 8 38* 21* 24 20 54 4 18

Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 12 17 16 9* 29* 13* 14* 25 72 63 106 16

Ross Central 47 41 49 18 21* 28* 24* 49 48 49 34 34

Staunton Green - 30 10 18* 20* 1 16 35 65 295 125 85

Wellington GP 50 73 27 15 52 59* 80* 133 40 62 32 102

  * includes juveniles

Additional large counts of wild birds from other sites were: 70 at Hollington Farm Holme Lacy 
on 25 Feb; 100 at Downton Gorge NNR on 21 and 31 Aug and 80 there on 9 Sep; 50 at Eastnor 



32

Castle on 9 Oct and 110 there on 23 Oct; 50 at Buckton on 13 Nov; 100 at Backney on 23 Nov 
and 60 at Winforton SW on 11 Dec.

Confirmed breeding was reported from 34 locations; the earliest ducklings were recorded at 
Ledbury SE on 20 Apr; Lugg Bridge Quarry on 21 Apr and Wellington Heath on 22 Apr. 

Pintail (Northern Pintail)                   Anas acuta

Scarce winter visitor                                                                 BoCC listed: Amber

Sightings were up this year with 26 records from five locations; 20 of these records were received 
during the first period, with the latest being two on Lugg Meadows on 11 Apr, and there were 
six records during the latter half of Dec, the earliest being three at Wellington GP on 15 Dec. 
Fifty per cent of records were from Wellington GP. 

Counts of four or more were as follows: 17 at Wellington GP on 4 Feb, four there on 25 Mar 
and eight on 27 Dec and four at Lugg Bridge Quarry on 25 Mar. The other locations with up 
to three birds recorded were: Bodenham Lake, Brockhall GP and Lower Lugg Meadows.  

Teal (Eurasian Teal)                   Anas crecca

Fairly common winter visitor                                                                    BoCC listed: Amber

Records were received from 22 locations, with Brockhall and Wellington GPs accounted for nearly 
60% of these. Sightings occurred in all months of the year; the latest in the first period being 20 on 
the R. Clun north of Leintwardine on 4 May and the earliest in the second period being a single at 
Brockhall GP on 2 Jun. 

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Brockhall GP 110 65 150 17 - 1 2 4 20 71 42 60
Kenchester Pools 20 9 4 1 - 1 7 24 42 41 30 19
Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 34 30 35 - - - - - - 24 27 49

Wellington GP 136 53 25 40 - 2 3 2 6 54 60 200

Larger counts from other locations included: 30 at Bodenham Moor South on 13 Jan; 22 at 
Little Berrington near Bodenham on 14 Jan; 40 at Titley Pool on 4 Feb and 30 there on 10 Feb; 
20 at Marlow near Leintwardine on 14 Apr and 20 on R. Clun north of Leintwardine on 4 May.

Pochard (Common Pochard)               Aythya farina

Uncommon winter visitor                                                                               BoCC listed: Red

Records were received from four locations, with 54% of these from Brockhall GP and 44% from 
Wellington GP. The latest sighting during the first period was of three at Brockhall GP on 13 Apr, 
and the earliest in the second period was of a single at Wellington GP on 8 Jul. 
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Monthly maxima counts for the two main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Brockhall GP 2 2 9 6 - - - - - 3 15 17
Wellington GP 22 19 18 - - - 1 2 4 4 8 12

There were only three additional records: singles at Bodenham Lake on 8 and 22 Jan and at 
Kenchester Pools on 28 Jan.

Tufted Duck                                                                                          Aythya fuligula

Fairly common resident and winter visitor 

Records were received from 31 locations and, as in previous years, Brockhall and Wellington GPs 
accounted for 58% of these. 

Breeding was confirmed with juveniles observed at three sites: Brockhall GP on 7 Jul; Hartleton 
Lakes on 20 Jul and Glewstone Court on 8 Aug. 

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake 15 6 23 8 9 22 14 17 13 3 13 6

Brockhall GP 50 40 61 75 20 22 40* 23* 52 62 64 47

Kenchester Pools 5 6 7 24 20 11 20 15 5 - 1 2

Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 24 36 10 25 8 5 5 - 10 10 21 23

Wellington GP 80 45 60 67 19 37 104 116 50 60 74 126

   * includes juveniles  

Additional sites with large counts were: 20 at Titley Pool on 4 Feb; 19 at Hartleton Lakes on 2 Apr; 
17 at The Mynde Much Dewchurch on 31 May and 15 at Little Berrington near Bodenham on 
4 Nov.

Goldeneye (Common Goldeneye)                           Bucephala clangula

Uncommon winter visitor                                                                          BoCC listed: Amber

There were sightings from six locations this year but as in the past, most of the records (93%) 
were from Bodenham Lake and Wellington GP. Although there was the usual winter build-up 
of numbers, ones and twos were seen throughout the year with the exception of August; this is 
unusual and involved a single bird remaining at Bodenham Lake through the May – Jul period. 

For migrant birds, the latest sighting in the first period was of two at R. Wye Rotherwas on 8 May 
and the earliest in the second period was a single at Wellington GP on 23 Sep. 
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Monthly maxima counts for the two main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake 8 5 2 - 1 1 1 - - - 5 5
Wellington GP 7 14 4 2 - - - - 1 3 4 8

The remaining records from other locations were: two at Little Berrington near Bodenham on 
14 Jan; two on R. Wye at Rotherwas on 8 May; a single at Brockhall GP on 28 Oct and 3, 10 and 
14 Nov and three on R. Lugg at Marden West on 23 Dec.

Smew                                                                                                  Mergellus albellus

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant 

There was one record: a female at Brockhall GP on 1 Dec (N. Pegler); the previous sighting of 
this species was also of a female at Brockhall GP on 14 Feb 2015.

Goosander (Common Merganser)   Mergus merganser

Fairly common resident

Brockhall GP and Hartleton Lakes (during the last three years) are the two main water bodies in 
the county where Goosander congregate during the winter months.  

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Brockhall GP 40 12 2 5 - - - - 38 48 43 20

Hartleton Lakes 15 7 5 2 - - - - - - - 68

R. Wye  Hampton 
Bishop - Ballingham - 4 4 7 - 2 5* - 15 - 6 13

R. Wye Lower 
Breinton - Rotherwas 6 5 3 2 6 - 1 8 2 - 5 5

R. Wye  Whitney-on-
Wye & Winforton 3 - 3 5 2 4 7 - - 10 3 -

  * includes juveniles

Larger counts from other sites were: 10 at Kenchester Pools on 22 Jan and 10 Nov; 15 at R. Wye 
Ross-on-Wye on 12 Feb and 17 there on 7 Mar and 14 Nov; 21 at Lower Lugg Meadows on 
2 Apr, 14 there on 8 Apr, 13 on 11 Apr and 12 on 23 Dec; 16 at Sutton St Nicholas on 23 Sep; 
23 at Shobdon NE on 4 Nov; 16 at Staunton Green on 5 Nov and 14 there on 4 Dec and 13 at 
Berrington Hall Pool on 9 Dec.

Confirmed breeding was reported from only five sites this year: a female with a minimum 
of four small young at Trippleton Leintwardine on 15 May; a female with two small young 
on R. Clun north of Leintwardine on 17 May and a female with a brood of five there on 29 May; four 
on R. Wye Symonds Yat East and a juvenile at Llanrothal, both on 29 May, and five juveniles at 
Sink Green on 29 Jul.
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A Bewick’s Swan among a group of 95 Mute Swan at Winforton in November

Great White Egret flying at Ross-on-Wye in January – one of 20 sightings in 2018
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Three Sanderling at Wellington GP in May

A Ringed Plover at Brockhall GP in April
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A flock of 120 Lapwing were seen at Kenchester Pools in late December

Bar-tailed Godwit in summer plumage at Brockhall GP in April – 16th county record
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Juvenile male Sparrowhawk with kill at Old Gore in March
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Red-throated Diver at Wellington GP in December – 6th county record
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Red-breasted Merganser                                                                 Mergus serrator

Rare winter visitor and passage migrant

A single male was reported on flood water at Tidnor on 11 Apr (G. Bilbao); the last sighting in 
the county was of an eclipse male at Brockhall GP on 2 Jul 2012.   

Red Grouse (Willow Ptarmigan)                                                  Lagopus lagopus

Scarce records from the Black Mountains                                              BoCC listed: Amber

Two records were received this year and, as in recent years, all were from the Black Mountains 
in potential breeding habitats. In contrast to recent years, both records were of two birds, rather 
than singles. The first sighting was in the west of the Olchon Valley on the Offa’s Dyke path on 
17 Mar and the other was on Black Darren on 3 Oct.

Red-legged Partridge                                                                           Alectoris rufa

Fairly common resident; releases occur annually 

There were records from each month, with most sightings occurring between Feb and May. 
Counts of 10 or more were restricted to the early and later months of the year and were: 200 
at Hampton Meadows SE on 1 Jan; 16 at Welsh Bicknor on 14 Jan; 700 on a shooting estate 
at Hill Farm Ledbury on 27 Sep and 50 at Hill of Eaton Brampton Abbots on 23 Nov. Two 
of these counts were significantly greater than the maximum count of 48 reported last year. 
There have been fluctuations in the maximum counts over the past 15 years, probably linked 
to differences in releases onto shooting estates. The estimated number of releases nationally 
rose by 47% between 2004 and 2012, and an increase in ‘bags’ of 76% (Game & Wildlife 
Conservation Trust (2018), Review of 2017, Issue 49).    

Evidence of breeding was confirmed at two sites: recently fledged young recorded at Staunton 
Green on 3 May and eight recently fledged chicks with an adult female at Ledbury SE on 13 Jun.

Grey Partridge                                                                                         Perdix perdix

Uncommon resident; releases occur annually                                             BoCC listed: Red

There were six records from six sites and, as in recent years, no confirmed breeding records. 
Records consisted of: two birds at The Row Much Marcle on 15 Apr and at Rosser’s Bridge Lower 
Kinsham on 7 Sep; four at Monkland on 14 Oct; five at Didley South on 9 Nov; one or more at 
Pontrilas on 18 Nov and 11 at Camp Wood Abbey Dore on 2 Dec. 

Pheasant (Common Pheasant)                                        Phasianus colchinus

Abundant resident; releases occur annually

Over 90% of counts were in single figures or recorded as ‘present’, counts of 20 or more occurred 
on 33 occasions at 13 different locations.  Unlike previous years, when higher counts were 
recorded more frequently in Mar and Apr, in 2018 such counts were recorded in all months except 
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Jun.  There were 12 counts of 40 or more birds (mostly from locations where they will have 
been released for shooting): 60 at Coppet Hill on 20 Apr and 50 there on 25 Sep; 47 at Mynde 
Park Much Dewchurch on 5 May; 60 at Downton Gorge NNR on 24 Jul;  52 at Buckton West 
on 22 Aug, 45 there on 30 Aug, 50 on 30 Sep and 62 on 2 Oct;  280 on a shooting estate at Hill 
Farm Ledbury on 27 Sep; 40 at Prior’s Frome South on 1 Oct and 40 at Kilbury Camp Ledbury 
on 13 Nov.

Confirmed breeding was reported from five locations, compared with only 10 records for the 
previous decade, signalling a likely increase in reporting of breeding records for this species. 
There were records from: Pencoyd on 25 Mar; Staunton Green on 28 Apr; Llanrothal on 29 
May; Moorend Farm Ashburton on 14 Jun and Whiteleaved Oak Malvern Hills on 21 Jun.

Red-throated Diver (Red-throated Loon)                                     Gavia stallata

Very rare winter visitor and passage migrant 

A juvenile bird reported at Wellington GP on 1 Dec (T. Downes) stayed until 11 Dec and was 
seen by many observers (see article on page 22 – 23). This was the sixth county record; the 
previous sighting was 22 years ago at Bodenham Lake in Feb 1996 and earlier records were all in 
the 19th century.  

Little Grebe                                                                       Tachybaptus ruficollis

Uncommon resident and winter visitor 

Breeding was confirmed at five sites: an adult on a nest was reported at Kenchester Pools on 
7 May and juveniles were reported from: Nether Wood Aconbury on 29 May; Canon Frome 
on 6 Jun; Staunton Green on 8 Jul; Burrington on 26 Jul (one adult and seven juveniles) and 
Kenchester Pools on 21 Aug. Unlike 2017, there was no evidence of late breeding in Sep and 
Oct.  

Seventy per cent of records were of one, two or three adults with records in every month, 
but with lower numbers in Apr and June. There were nine counts of 10 or more birds, all 
at Kenchester Pools, with a maximum of 17 on 9 Sep and a minimum of 11 on 19 Sep. 
Counts of between five and nine birds were recorded at six further sites: Bodenham Lake, 
Brockhall GP, Burrington, Glewstone Court, Greystone Ross-on-Wye and Nether Wood 
Aconbury.

Great Crested Grebe                                                               Podiceps cristatus

Uncommon resident and winter visitor 

There was an increase in the number of confirmed breeding records compared with 2017 
and these came from four sites this year: Brockhall GP, Eastnor Castle, Hartleton Lakes and 
Wellington GP. Occupied nests were reported at Hartleton Lakes from 18 May and young 
were first seen at Wellington GP on 10 Jun. A total of three broods were later reported at 
both Eastnor and Brockhall GP and two broods were seen at Wellington GP.
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Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake  - - nc - - - 1 - 3 1 - 1
Brockhall GP  - - 3 4 2 8 8 13* 17* 12* 11 3
Eastnor Lake  - - - 6 2 5 11* - - 5* - - 
Hartleton Lakes 2 2 3 5 3 4 2 - - - - 1
Lugg Bridge 
Quarry - 1 - 1 1 - 2 2 1 - - - 

Wellington GP 10 9 10 12 15 20 23* 15 10 10 9 11

  *includes juveniles

There were non-breeding records from five other sites: Berrington Hall Pool, Fownhope East, 
Mathon GP, Old Country House Mathon and Wellington NE.

Night Heron (Black-crowned Night Heron)                 Nycticorax nycticorax

Very rare vagrant

A single record of a Night Heron at Hoarwithy Bridge on 15 Aug (G. Mangwana) was the first 
accepted record since 1989 and only the third for the county.  

The status of this species is complicated due to sightings of probable escapes from captivity and 
the existence of a feral UK population, with breeding recorded for the first time in 2000 in Kent 
and subsequently in Essex and most recently in Somerset in 2017. As with other ‘continental’ 
heron species, the northward expansion of populations into the UK, presumed to be in response 
to climate changes, increases the possibility of future sightings of this and other similar species.  
Records for this species were reviewed recently and published in the 2016 Annual Report 
(page 16). 

Grey Heron                                                                                        Ardea cinerea

Fairly common resident

Confirmed breeding was recorded at seven locations, the same as in 2017, with occupied nests at: 
Aramstone Wood near Hoarwithy (four nests in Apr); Berrington Hall Pool (with a maximum 
of 23 birds recorded on 18 Feb); Buckton (with up to nine viable nests and around ten birds, 
including two very small chicks on 14 Apr); Eccleswall Court Bromsash (with a maximum of 
eight birds recorded on 6 May and fledged young noted between 6 May and 2 Jun); Knill Wood 
South (12 nests); Leech Pool Clifford (eight nests and nine birds recorded on 30 Mar) and 
The Weston Bredwardine (41 nests and a total of 66 birds on 22 Apr). One observer noted the 
lateness of breeding in 2018, probably exacerbated by the extremely cold spell (‘The Beast from 
the East’) starting on 24 Feb and continuing until 18 Mar, and which may impact on numbers in 
2019 and beyond.

Non-breeding records were spread relatively evenly across all months but with a peak in Aug, 
unlike 2017 when numbers peaked later in the year. Around 80% of the non-breeding records 
were of ‘present’, single or two birds. Away from recorded breeding sites, a maximum count of eight 
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birds were at Bodenham Lake on 19 Sep and six birds were recorded at the following locations: 
Whitney-on-Wye South on 1 Jan; Hartleton Lakes on 25 Sep; R. Wye Hill of Eaton Brampton 
Abbots on 23 Nov and R. Wye Ross-on-Wye on 25 Nov. There was also a record of five young birds 
at Brockhall GP on 15 Jul.  

Great White Egret (Great Egret)                                                       Ardea alba

Scarce resident and vagrant

There were 49 separate sightings for this species in 2018, showing an exponential increase from 
the first county record of a single bird at Brockhall and Wellington GPs in late 2012, multiple 
sightings of a single bird in 2016 and 12 further county records in 2017. Many of the sightings 
were of the same birds and it is therefore difficult to determine the true number of birds recorded, 
but a further 20 county records have been accepted (15th to 34th).

The three birds reported at R. Wye Ross-on-Wye on 28 Dec 2017 (14th county record) were still 
present on 1 Jan 2018 and one or two of these birds remained there until 6 Feb. The other 
20 ‘new’ records are detailed in the table below:

Great White Egret sightings, 2018

Date Site name 1-km grid ref. Number Repeat sightings

1 Jan R. Wye, Ross-on-Wye (first seen 28 
Dec 2017)

SO5924 1-3 3 Jan – 6 Feb

2 Jan Hartleton Lakes (C. Bartlett) SO6425 2
4 Jan Leintwardine South (R. Stead) SO4073 1

10 Jan Merrivale, Ross-on-Wye (A. Eveleigh) SO6023 2 19 Jan, 1 Feb, 14 Feb
11 Jan Winforton SW (J. Davies) SO2846 1 23 May, 22 Jul, 1 Aug
14 Jan Wilton, Ross-on-Wye (J. Tilby) SO5824 1
16 Jan Leintwardine South (W. Marler) SO4073 1
21 Apr Brockhall GP (N. Pegler & J. Tilby) SO4542 1
21 Apr Wellington GP (N. Pegler) SO5047 1 22 Apr
19 Jul Pencoyd (A. Buttriss) SO5126 1
2 Oct Shobdon NE (P. Wright) SO4062 2 3 Oct, 4 Oct, 8 Oct
8 Oct The Wellands, Sellack (D. Webb) SO5626 1

18 Oct Adforton West (J. Denyar) SO3971 1
24 Oct Brampton Bryan East (H. Lloyd) SO3772 1 25 Oct, 26 Oct
26 Oct Buckton (L. & P. Derrick) SO3873 1
4 Nov Shobdon NE (P. Wright) SO4062 1 8 Nov, 14 Nov

14 Nov Walford, Brampton Bryan (C. Johnson) SO3872 1
18 Nov Buckton (R. Stead) SO3873 1
9 Dec Lugg Meadows Central (G. Bilbao) SO5340 1

11 Dec Winforton SW (J. Davies) SO2846 1
23 Dec Brandon Camp, Adforton (W. Marler) SO4072 1



43

Little Egret                                                                                     Egretta garzetta

Uncommon resident and vagrant                                                                                                       

At 246, the number of records in 2018 was 14% fewer than in 2017, following a sharp increase from 
126 in 2016. The species was recorded in 50 1-km square locations, similar to 2017, compared 
with 38 in 2016. Five or more separate records were submitted from: Bodenham Lake (6 records), 
Brockhall GP (16), Buckton (13), Hartleton Lakes (7), Kenchester Pools (5), Leintwardine South 
(39), Merrivale Ross-on-Wye (8), R. Wye Ross-on-Wye (13), Wellington GP (59) Wellington NE 
(9) and Winforton (10). The greatest changes since 2017 were the large decreases in records from 
Brockhall GP, Hartleton Lakes and Whitney-on-Wye South and increases at Wellington GP and 
Winforton.

The number of sightings of five or more birds at 21 is fewer than the 29 records in 2017, having 
risen from two in 2016, and with one-third of these at Leintwardine South on various dates 
between 20 Feb and 11 Apr and on 22 Dec. Other locations with five or more recorded were: 
Backney, Brockhall GP, Buckton Park, Holme Lacy North, Lower Todding East Leintwardine, 
R. Wye Capler Wood, R. Wye Ross-on-Wye, Walford near Brampton Bryan, Whitney-on-Wye 
South and Winforton SW. The highest count was 15 roosting birds at Backney on 4 Aug, with 
14 or 15 recorded at Leintwardine South on 22 Dec.

There were sightings from across the year but the increasing proportion of records from the 
main breeding months (Apr – Jun) noted between 2015 and 2017 was reversed in 2018 (see 
table below). The very cold period in Feb and Mar may have limited numbers remaining 
through the potential breeding season. It will be important to note whether numbers in the 
breeding season recover in 2019 and beyond. 
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Little Egret records and distribution by quarter, 2015 – 2018:

Year No. of records Distribution of records by quarter (%)
Jan - Mar Apr - Jun Jul - Sep Oct - Dec

2018 246 35 11 23 31
2017 286 31 18 24 27
2016 126 19 14 28 39
2015 127 38   7 30 25

Cormorant (Great Cormorant)                                        Phalacrocorax carbo

Fairly common non-breeding resident and winter visitor

As in recent years, there were no reports of confirmed breeding, although pairs were recorded at 
Mathon GP and Old Country House Mathon on 20 Apr and 21 May respectively. 

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites (excluding birds flying over):

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake 43 36 44 21 - 2 2 16 23 20 43 10
Brockhall GP 3 2 1 - - 3 10 14 5 5 26 6
Hartleton Lakes 7 2 1 2 2 - 1 1 2 - 4 11
Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 6 8 6 1 1 - - 1 10 21 16 11

Wellington GP 16 15 15 12 17 25 30 11 46 8 17 22

Records (including birds flying over) of 10 or more from other sites were: 19 at Coppet Hill on 
13 Jan, 16 there on 25 Sep and 19 on 16 Nov; 13 at Whitehouse Grange Tretire on 30 Aug; 18 at 
Holme Lacy North on 6 Sep and 12 at Graham’s Cottage Leintwardine on 24 Nov. 

Four birds of the continental subspecies P. c. sinensis were reported at Wellington GP on 2 Nov. 

Osprey (Western Osprey)                                                      Pandion haliaetus

Scarce passage migrant                                                                             BoCC listed: Amber

There were two records in 2018, fewer than the average number of annual records from the past 
decade. Singles were reported from: Lower Lugg Meadows on 6 Apr (G. Bilbao) and Birtley on 
19 May (M. Attwood).

Honey-buzzard (European Honey Buzzard)                            Pernis apivorus

Very scarce passage migrant                                                                    BoCC listed: Amber

A single was recorded in the north of the county on 28 Apr (W. Marler), continuing the 
sequence of sightings in recent years, following an absence throughout the whole of the 20th 
century.  
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Sparrowhawk (Eurasian Sparrowhawk)                                       Accipiter nisus

Fairly common resident 

There was one confirmed breeding in 2018, with two recently fledged young reported at Swainshill 
on 26 Jun and subsequently at least three juveniles with an adult there on 31 Jul and 6 Aug, this 
being a site where Sparrowhawk have bred successfully for at least nine years. Probable breeding 
was reported from four sites: courtship behaviour involving two birds seen at Lugg Bridge Quarry 
on 6 Apr; a pair in suitable breeding habitat at Old Country House Mathon on 20 Apr and single 
birds involved in territorial behaviour at Pengethley on 7 Jun and at Ledbury Central on 15 Aug.

Ninety-seven per cent of records were of singles or ‘present’, with nine records of two birds and 
one record of three at Ledbury North on 18 Nov.  

Few prey items were recorded, with the prey being Woodpigeon (2) and single records of Starling 
and Rook. The most frequent observations of unsuccessful hunting and defensive mobbing 
involved hirundines.

Goshawk (Northern Goshawk)                                                    Accipiter gentilis

Uncommon resident 

There were 55 records in 2018, rising from 43 in 2017, although from five fewer sites (23). There 
were sightings in all months, apart from Aug and Sep, with a peak in Mar, being the period that 
pairs typically display over breeding territories.

There was one confirmed record of breeding with a count of four, including recently fledged young, 
at a site in South East Herefordshire on 1 Jul, and nine further records of confirmed breeding were 
reported by the local raptor group at undisclosed sites in the county.

There were four locations where probable breeding was recorded: pairs were seen displaying at 
three different sites on 28 and 30 Jan and 4 Mar and territorial behaviour was reported at a 
fourth location on 11 occasions between 30 Mar and 8 Jul.

In addition to the above breeding sites, there was only two further sightings of multiples: twos 
reported at two different sites on 19 and 24 Nov.

Hen Harrier                 Circus cyaneus

Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant                                       BoCC listed: Red

A single was recorded in West Herefordshire, in an area of other sightings in recent years, on 
4 Feb (R. James).

Red Kite                                                                                                 Milvus milvus

Uncommon resident                                                                   

The number of records in 2017 suggested that the population might have been stabilising after 
several years of rapid growth, however in 2018 there was a further 10% rise in the number of 
records. Whilst many of the records were of repeated observations at specific sites in the north 
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of the county, the species was recorded in 211 1-km squares throughout the county. Records 
were received in all months, and as in 2017 there were greater numbers recorded between Jan 
and Jul, with fewer between Aug and Dec. 

There were four confirmed breeding locations in the north and west of the county. At one site, 
an occupied nest was first recorded on 24 Mar, with the first eggs believed to have been laid 
on 8 Apr, hatching occurring around 10 May and two well grown young visible in the nest on 
28 Jun, although only a single fledged juvenile was seen on 10 Jul. At the second site, an adult 
feeding at least two calling young were recorded on 8 Jul, although only a single juvenile was 
recorded on 16 Jul, with the last record being on 29 Aug. At the other two sites, an occupied nest 
was recorded on 17 May at one, and recently fledged young recorded on 1 Jul at the other. 

There were reports of probable breeding at seven other locations, with pairs of birds, territorial 
and courtship behaviour recorded, between 1 Apr and 12 Jul. 

Reports of singles or ‘present’ accounted for 68% of records, while reports of twos (excluding 
‘pairs’ and birds at nests) accounted for a further 15% – there being less twos than in 2017. The 
largest counts were of 17 at Buckton on 12 Nov and at Buckton West on 28 Nov. Since 2009, 
the largest number of birds recorded in a single count (table below) appears to have plateaued 
at 16 – 17, but following a decrease in counts of three or more birds to 44 records in 2017, the 
number rose to 78 in 2018.  

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Maximum count 3 4 4 6 8 12+ 13* 17** 16 17

  * excludes a count of 25 birds at a private feeding station
  ** excludes a count of 19 birds adjacent to a kite feeding field

Buzzard (Common Buzzard)                   Buteo buteo                                                                                                                  

Common resident 

As in recent years, records were widely dispersed across the county and throughout the year, but 
with a greater number of records between Jan and Jun, peak sightings in Apr and the fewest 
records in Nov.  

Breeding was confirmed at 22 sites, compared with 11 in 2017. Occupied nests were recorded at: 
Rosser’s Bridge Lower Kinsham on 3 May and at Birtley on 17 May. Recently fledged young were 
seen at: Monkland on 10 Jun; Newton near St Margarets on 14 Jun; Pencoyd on 24 Jun; Edwyn 
Ralph North on 25 Jun; Buckton and Buckton West, both on 3 Jul; Munsley on 4 Jul; Kenchester 
Pools on 10 Jul; The Weir Garden on 18 Jul; Harley’s Mountain and Birtley, both on 20 Jul; 
Ferneyhall Dingle Leintwardine on 21 Jul; Graham’s Cottage Leintwardine on 24 Jul; Burrington 
on 26 Jul; Burrington West on 3 Aug; Trippleton Leintwardine and Leintwardine Fishery, both 
on 7 Aug; Staunton Green on 8 Aug; The Flits Preston on Wye on 29 Aug and Donnington on 3 
Sep.

Eighty-one per cent of records were of ‘present’, single or two birds, but there were only three 
counts of 20 or more: 22 at Cobnash South on 8 Feb; 59 feeding on a recently emerged winter 
wheat field at Donnington on 1 Nov and 26 at Weobley North on 10 Dec.
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Water Rail                Rallus aquaticus

Uncommon resident and winter visitor

There were 39 records from seven locations. Wellington GP accounted for 22 of these records, 
including three occasions when four or more birds were reported, on 6 and 7 Jan and 9 Dec. All 
other records were of ones or twos. There were no records between 4 Mar and 24 Sep. 

Twelve records of single birds were reported from Bodenham Lake on 2 Jan and during the period 
14 Oct – 20 Nov and one record of singles was received from each of the other five locations: 
Wellington NE on 7 Jan; Gamber Meadows on 11 Jan; Berrington Hall Pool on 21 Oct; Lower 
Todding East Leintwardine on 18 Nov and Welsh Bicknor on 2 Dec.

Moorhen (Common Moorhen)                                            Gallinula chloropus

Common resident

Records were from many locations throughout the county with breeding confirmed at 24 sites 
and young seen from 26 Mar, 33 days earlier than in 2017. The majority of records were of nine 
birds or fewer, while seven locations produced sightings of 10 birds or more on 34 occasions. 
Fifteen of these sightings were from Hartleton Lakes, with a maximum of 29 birds on 14 Jan, 
and 11 records were from Wellington GP, with a maximum of 19 birds on 5 Aug.

Coot (Eurasian Coot)                                                         Fulica  atra

Fairly common resident 

Records were from 46 sites and mostly single figure counts, but there were 31 records of 50 or 
more with a maximum of 214 at Wellington GP on 8 Dec. Breeding was confirmed from 14 sites 
with young seen from 22 Apr. Seven sites accounted for over 75% of the records.

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites: 

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bodenham Lake 4 11 5 7 3 8 8 19 14 21 21 8

Brockhall GP 11 10 8 12 2 20 30 24* 20 10 10 12

Greytree,     
Ross-on-Wye 12 9 14 7 6* 9* 5* 3 9 11 11 9

Hartleton Lakes - 1 4 3 1 4 2 1 - - 1 1

Kenchester Pools 7 2 2 6 9 13 3 - - - - -

Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 15 17 7 13 12 10 13* 17 22 6 33 39

Wellington GP 152 121 50 30 24 43 72 63 84 153 147 214

  * includes juveniles
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Oystercatcher (Eurasian Oystercatcher)      Haematopus ostralegus 

Uncommon summer visitor and passage migrant                               BoCC listed: Amber

There were records from 15 sites, 49% of the records were from Brockhall GP and 27% from 
Wellington GP. The highest count of 10 was at Brockhall GP on 25 Feb, with eight there on 24 Feb 
and 30 Mar and seven on 10 and 25 Mar. There were no records after 6 Aug.

Confirmed breeding was reported at Brockhall GP: an ‘occupied nest’ was reported on 22 and 24 
Apr and 26 May and ‘distraction display’ was observed on 3 Jun. A nest with eggs was reported on 
Lower Lugg Meadows on 23 May, but the nest was later recorded as “failed, presumed predated by 
fox” on 3 Jun. 

Lapwing (Northern Lapwing)        Vanellus vanellus 

Fairly common resident and common winter visitor         BoCC listed: Red

Records were received from 40 sites, the highest count of 360 was at Brockhall GP on 13 Jan. 
Flocks of 100 or more were recorded on 13 occasions, and seven of these were at Wellington GP. 
Other notable flock counts were: 349 at Wellington GP on 14 Jan; 190 at Warlow Pool Canon 
Bridge on 6 Nov and 180 at The Barn Adleymoor on 14 Dec.

Monthly maxima counts for the main sites:

Site Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Brockhall GP 360 1 6 1 - 4 70 60 - - 8 60
Kenchester Pools 36 46 - - - - 16 15 1 3 - 120
Lugg Bridge 
Quarry 70 6 23 2 - 10 80 - - - - -

Wellington GP 349 100 - 2 4 7 90 100 8 100 110 100

No evidence of confirmed breeding was received, but there were four probable breeding sites: birds 
were ‘displaying’ at Wigmore North on 8 Mar, Wigmore NE on 20 Mar and River Clun between 
Broadward and Leintwardine on 21 Apr; and ‘agitated’ birds were reported at Wellington GP on 24 
Jun.

Golden Plover (European Golden Plover)     Pluvialis apricaria

Fairly common winter visitor and uncommon passage migrant 

There were 16 records from five sites, two of these sites (10 records) were in the same area to 
the south of Hereford, near Bullinghope at Brandon and Grafton. The other three sites were: 
Brockhall GP, Bradnor Hill and Hergest Ridge.

The earliest record was 182 at Brandon on 1 Jan and the latest record during the first winter 
period was 55 at Bradnor Hill on 16 Apr. Records for the second winter period were received 
between 3 Oct and 28 Dec, with notable flocks of 150 on Hergest Ridge NE on 12 Nov and 200 
there on 28 Dec.  
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Grey Plover                                                                                      Pluvialis squatarola                             

Rare passage migrant                                                                                 BoCC listed: Amber                

A single at Lower Lugg Meadows on 8 Apr (G. Bilbao) was the 17th county record, the most 
recent record was at Wellington GP on 7 May last year.

Ringed Plover (Common Ringed Plover)               Charadrius hiaticula

Uncommon passage migrant                                                                  BoCC listed: Red

There were 11 records from three locations: a single at Brockhall GP on 16, 17, 22 and 24 Apr; 
three at Wellington GP on 24 May and a single there the following day; a single at Brockhall GP 
on 26 May and 2 Jun; four at Wellington GP on 30 May and a single there on 9 Jun and three at 
Kenchester Pools on 19 Aug.

Little Ringed Plover                                                          Charadrius dubius

Uncommon summer visitor and passage migrant

There were records from six sites, with just over 70% of records coming from Brockhall and 
Wellington GPs. The earliest sighting was at Brockhall GP on 29 Mar and the latest was at 
Kenchester Pools on 22 Sep. Other records were from: Trippleton Leintwardine, Rotherwas 
Ind Est SW and Winforton SW.

The majority of sightings were of three birds or fewer. The higher counts were: five at Brockhall 
GP on 17 Apr and six there on 23 Apr and four at the two gravel pit sites on seven other dates 
during the period 16 Apr to 20 May. 

The only confirmed breeding record was of recently fledged young at Brockhall GP on 15 Jul; 
there was also a probable breeding record of an ‘agitated’ bird at Wellington GP on 20 May.

Whimbrel                                                       Numenius phaeopus

Scarce passage migrant                                                                  BoCC listed: Red

There were six records from four sites: four were observed at Lower Lugg Meadows on 2 Apr, 
having flown in from the north; a single was at Brockhall GP on 14, 24 and 26 Apr; a single 
was heard flying north at Whitchuch West on 24 Apr and the latest record was a single at 
Monnington on Wye on 29 Jul.

Curlew (Eurasian Curlew)                 Numenius arquata              

Fairly common resident and uncommon passage migrant        BoCC listed: Red

There were 187 records from 46 1-km square locations compared with 77 records and 34 locations 
last year. The increase coverage this year resulted from the more intensive monitoring of this 
species throughout the county as the HOC Curlew Project has gathered momentum and recruited 
dedicated observers. The earliest sighting was of three at Lugg Bridge Quarry on 17 Feb and the 
latest was of a single at Wellington GP on 3 Aug. 
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Confirmed breeding was reported at three sites: nests with eggs were recorded in early-mid May 
at both Allensmore and Lower Lugg Meadows, although these nests were subsequently predated, 
and two young were hatched at Sink Green in early June and successfully fledged on 1 Jul. Probable 
breeding codes were allocated to 10 other locations during the period 13 Mar – 8 Jul.

Although many sightings were of one or two birds, larger numbers were recorded on several 
occasions on Lower Lugg Meadows: 15 on 17 and 18 Mar, 13 on 25 Mar and 16 on 1 Apr. 

Bar-tailed Godwit                                 Limosa lapponica 

Very scarce passage migrant                                                              BoCC listed: Amber 

A single in summer plumage was at Brockhall GP on 22 and 23 Apr (N. Pegler & J. Tilby), this 
was the 16th county record.

Black-tailed Godwit                              Limosa limosa 

Uncommon passage migrant                                                                   BoCC listed: Red 

There were 11 records from four sites: a single at Brockhall GP on 24 Feb; a single at Wellington 
GP on 13 May, 18 and 22 Jul, and two there on 21 Jul; a single at Kenchester Pools on five dates 
between 11 and 24 Aug and three at Lower Lugg Meadows on 23 Dec.

Turnstone (Ruddy Turnstone)                                            Arenaria interpres

Scarce passage migrant       BoCC listed: Amber

A single was present at Wellington GP on 3 Aug (K. Lloyd) and remained until the following day; 
this was the 19th county record.

Knot (Red Knot)                                         Calidris canutus

Scarce passage migrant                                      BoCC listed: Amber

A single was seen at Wellington GP on 21 Jun (C. Jones).

Ruff                                                              Calidris pugnax

Scarce passage migrant             BoCC listed: Red

There was a single at Lower Lugg Meadows on 5 Apr (G. Bilbao).

Sanderling                                 Calidris alba

Scarce passage migrant                                                                       BoCC listed: Amber

There were three sightings, all at Wellington GP: a single on 24 May (P. Downes & T. Downes), 
increasing to three birds on 25 May (N. Pegler), and a single on 25 Jun (N. Pegler).
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A Grey Phalarope at Wellington GP in September – last seen in the county in 2010

One of two Snipe seen at Kenchester Pools in early August
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Short-eared Owl at Tyberton in March – one of two county sightings during 2018

A single Dunlin at Wellington GP in April
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Three Tawny owlets in a tree at Dorstone in May
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A juvenile Hobby seen preening itself in a tree at Wellington GP in September
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One of many Skylark seen on Garway Hill in April

Two woodpecker species in the same tree at Holme Lacy in November
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Dunlin                            Calidris alpina

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant   BoCC listed: Amber

There were 13 records from four sites, the earliest record was a single at Wellington GP on 29 Apr 
and the latest was two at Lugg Bridge Quarry on 18 Nov. Most records were of one to three birds, 
but six were present at Wellington GP on 30 May. Other records were received from Brockhall GP 
(May & Jul) and Kenchester Pools (Aug).

Woodcock (Eurasian Woodcock)                 Scolopax rusticola

Uncommon resident and common winter visitor                                  BoCC listed: Red

There were 34 records from 26 sites, an increase on the 22 records and 21 sites last year. There 
were no records between 19 May and 6 Nov. 

Most records were of singles, but there were five records of pairs, two of three birds, two of 
four, one of five and one of ten birds flushed by a shooting party (but not shot) at Ledbury SE 
on 8 Dec. There were two records of ‘roding’ males at High Vinnals on 5 and 19 May.

Jack Snipe             Lymnocryptes minimus 

Uncommon winter visitor 

There were six records from three sites, which is a decrease on the nine records from five sites 
received in 2017. All records were of single birds: the earliest was at Sturts North Nature Reserve 
on 19 Feb; another was seen at Whitchurch West on 3 Mar and there were four sightings at 
Wellington GP on 4 and 11 Mar, 5 Apr and 29 Dec.  

Snipe (Common Snipe)                  Gallinago gallinago

Scarce resident and fairly common winter visitor                BoCC listed: Amber

Records were received from 26 sites from 2 Jan to 22 Apr and from 21 Jul to 29 Dec. The latest 
sighting in the first period was of two at Wellington GP on 22 Apr, and the earliest in the second 
period was of a single at Brockhall GP on 21 Jul. 

Over 60% of sightings were of one or two birds, but flocks of 20 or more were recorded at six 
sites: 25 at Kilbreece Tretire on 15 Feb; 24 at Brockhall GP on 23 Feb; 21 at Winforton SW on 
11 Dec; 20 at Gamber Meadows on 17 Dec and 25 at Wellington GP on 29 Dec. There were six 
other counts of 10 or more birds.

Grey Phalarope (Red Phalarope)               Phalaropus fulicarius 

Rare passage migrant

There was a single at Wellington GP on 23 Sep (J. Tilby); there have been only five records of 
this species in the county since 1950: in 2010, 2005, 1983, 1963 and 1950.
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Common Sandpiper                       Actitis hypoleucos 

Uncommon summer visitor and passage migrant    BoCC listed: Amber 

Records were received from 23 sites, the earliest returning bird was a single at Hartleton Lakes 
on 12 Apr, although there were overwintering single birds recorded at Wellington NE on 8 Jan 
and at Brockhall GP on 6 Feb. The latest record was of a single at Kenchester Pools on 22 Sep. 

Confirmed breeding was observed at only one site, an egg seen in a nest at Leintwardine South 
on 26 May. Most records were of ones and twos, but five were seen at Buckton on 2 Jun and six 
were at Bodenham Lake on 6 Jul. 

Green Sandpiper                         Tringa ochropus

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant   BoCC listed: Amber

Records were received from 21 sites, 45% of records came from Kenchester Pools and a further 
28% were from Brockhall GP. There were sightings in every month beside May, but there was 
a very clear peak in Jul and Aug when the species passes back through the county on their way 
south.

Whilst around half the records were of ones and twos, there were 21 records of six birds or more 
reported from the two main sites. The higher counts were: 13 at Kenchester Pools on 3 Aug, 10 
there on 5 Aug and eight on 19 and 21 Aug and eight at Brockhall GP on 14 Jul. 

Other records came from: Brampton Bryan East, Buckton, Buckton Park, Burley Gate, Elton’s 
Marsh, Graham’s Cottage Leintwardine, Kingsland NW, Leintwardine South, Lower Lugg 
Meadows, Lower Toddington East Leintwardine, Lugg Bridge Quarry, Marden West, New House 
Egleton, Pencoyd, Staunton Green, The Weir Garden, Trippleton Leintwardine, Wellington GP 
and Whitney Court.

Redshank (Common Redshank)              Tringa totanus

Uncommon passage migrant                                                              BoCC listed: Amber

There were 12 records from eight sites, compared with only two sites in 2017. The earliest record 
was at Brockhall GP on 17 Mar and the latest was at Kenchester Pools on 29 Jul. 

All records were of singles, except there were two at: Lower Lugg Meadows on 4 and 5 May 
and Wellington GP on 22 Jul. Other records came from: Buckton Park, Leintwardine South, 
Winforton South and Whitney-on-Wye South.

Wood Sandpiper                Tringa glareola

Scarce passage migrant      BoCC listed: Amber

There were two sightings, both at Kenchester Pools: a single on 14 Aug (N. Pegler) that remained 
until the following day and another single on 23 Aug (N. Pegler) that stayed until 25 Aug. None 
were recorded at Brockhall GP this year.
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Greenshank (Common Greenshank)                                 Tringa nebularia

Scarce passage migrant                                                                           BoCC listed: Amber

There were 12 records from three sites: the earliest was a single at Brockhall GP on 20 Apr and 
there was also one there on 19 Aug; a single was observed at Kenchester Pools on nine dates 
between 12 Aug and 5 Sep and a single was at Wellington GP on 7 Nov.

Black-headed Gull                                                       Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Fairly common resident and common winter visitor                          BoCC listed: Amber

First winter period (Jan – Mar): records of 100 or more were – 100 at Wellington NE on 7 
Jan; 250 at Brockhall GP on 1 Feb and 200 there on 31 Mar; 100 at R. Wye Ross-on-Wye on 25 
Feb; 120 on a pool at Rotherwas Ind Est NW on 2 Mar; 100 at Wellington GP on 4 Mar and 
125 at Lower Lugg Meadows on 17 Mar. Summer period (Apr – Sep): confirmed breeding 
evidence was confined to Brockhall GP where a count of 20 including eight juveniles was 
noted on 21 Jul. Counts of 100 or more in the period were: 300 at Brockhall GP on 1 Apr; 100 
at Wellington GP on 23 Apr and 500 feeding in a scarified stubble field at Tretire on 30 Aug. 
Double figure counts were noted at 13 additional locations.

Second winter period (Oct – Dec): counts of 100 or more were from six locations – 145 on an 
emerging wheat field at Donnington on 1 Nov; 135 at Brockhall GP on 11 Nov; a maximum of 
200 at Hartleton Lakes on 8 Dec; 180 at Marden West on 23 Dec and 120 at Ledbury Central on 
31 Dec, but the most substantial counts were at Wellington GP from 4 Nov to 9 Dec, peaking at 
1,000 on 25 Nov. Double figure counts were obtained from 17 further locations.

Mediterranean Gull                                                        Ichtyaetus melanocephaius

Scarce passage migrant

A single was recorded at Brockhall GP on 21 Jul.

Common Gull (Mew Gull)                                                       Larus canus 

Common winter visitor and uncommon passage migrant     BoCC listed: Amber

Fifty-seven records from 23 locations is a moderate increase on last year’s observations, but similar 
to 2016.

First winter period (Jan – Mar): there were only two counts exceeding 100 – there were 130 at St 
Weonards on 14 Feb and 240 at Garway West on 9 Mar. There were six double figure counts from 
five other locations, the largest, 97 at Lower Lugg Meadows on 17 Mar. 

Summer period (Apr – Sep): just eight single figure counts from six locations were recorded, 
the largest was six on Lugg Meadows on 11 Apr.

Second winter period (Oct –Dec): in contrast to 2017 records, there were some three figure 
counts – 100 at Gamber Meadows on 19 Oct and 116 there on 17 Dec and 340 at Garway West 
on 29 Dec. Double figure counts were noted at three other locations. 
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Great Black-backed Gull                                                            Larus marinus 

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant                   BoCC listed: Amber

Recorded as ‘present’ at Hollybush Quarry on 13 May; one was at Wellington GP on 1, 2 and 
3 Dec and one at Staunton Green on 4 Dec.

Herring Gull (European Herring Gull)                                  Larus argentatus 

Uncommon resident                                                                      BoCC listed: Red

First winter period (Jan – Mar): there were 27 records from 16 locations with just three double 
figure counts – 11 at Rotherwas Chapel and 10 at Widemarsh Hereford, both on 6 Jan, and 19 at 
Rotherwas Industrial Estate SW on 28 Feb. 

Summer period (Apr – Sep): there were 26 records from 18 locations but none suggesting breeding. 
Double figure counts were: 10 on Lugg Meadows on 11 Apr; 17 at Rotherwas Industrial Estate SW 
on 13 Apr; 31 at Holme Lacy North on 6 Sep and 16 at Bromsash East on 29 Sep.

Second winter period (Oct –Dec): 25 records from 11 locations included just two double figure 
counts – 13 at Wellington GP on 2 Nov and 12 there on 9 Dec.

Yellow-legged Gull                                                                      Larus michahellis 

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant                                    BoCC listed: Amber

All records were from Wellington GP: one on 2 Oct, 3 Nov and 10 Nov and four on 11 Nov.

Lesser Black-backed Gull                                                                   Larus fuscus

Fairly common resident and common winter visitor         BoCC listed: Amber

First winter period (Jan – Mar): only one count of 100 or more – a flock of 120 circling at Kenchester 
Pools on 30 Jan. There were 26 double figure counts from 13 locations, notably Ledbury SW, Lower 
Lugg Meadows, Strangford and Wellington GP. 

Summer period (Apr – Sep): there were three confirmed breeding records – occupied nest(s) 
associated with a count of 20 at Bullinghope on 1 May; an occupied nest on a chimney at Hospital 
Farm Burghill on 6 May and fledged young associated with a count of 15 on the roofs of industrial 
buildings near the Racecourse Hereford on 4 Jul.

Monthly maxima counts for the main wetland sites:

Site Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Brockhall GP 15 1 8 6 20+ 20+
Wellington GP 98 18 52 5 2 311

Other counts of 100 or more were: 150 at Winforton SW on 19 Jun; 100 at Garway West on 28 
Jun; 285 (including around 80 juveniles) at Burghill South on 27 Aug; 500 at Michaelchurch 
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near St Weonards on 30 Aug and around 120 at The Wellands Sellack and 210 at Bromsash East, 
both on 29 Sep. Double figure counts were noted from 28 other locations.

Second winter period (Oct – Dec): monthly maxima at Wellington GP were 550 on 2 Oct; 2,000 
on 10 Nov and 800 on 2 Dec. Counts of 100 or more elsewhere were: 200 at Broad Oak on 2 Oct 
and 30 on newly-seeded fields at Walford near Brampton Bryan on 4 Oct. There were double figure 
counts from 16 other locations. Among 19 in a newly-tilled field at Buckton on 18 Oct was a darker 
winged individual, probably of a different race. 

Sandwich Tern                                                                  Thalasseus sandvicensis

Very rare passage migrant                                                                          BoCC listed: Amber

Two recorded at Wellington GP on 23 Sep (J. Tilby & N. Pegler) was the sixth county record. 

Common Tern                                                                                        Sterna hirundo

Uncommon passage migrant

There were two records: singles at Wellington GP on 18 Apr and 5 Aug.

Arctic Tern                                                                                           Sterna paradiaea

Scarce passage migrant                                                                      BoCC listed: Amber

Two were recorded at Wellington GP on 18 Apr.

Black Tern                                                                         Chlidonias niger

Scarce passage migrant     

There was just one record: two were at Wellington GP on 24 May (P. Downes & T. Downes).          

Feral Pigeon (Rock Dove)                                        Columba livia 

Common resident

Almost 60% of records were from Hereford City, due in part to systematic recording from one 
specific location throughout the year. Double figure counts from the city were 20 on 1 Jan; 12 on 
4 Aug; 60 on 19 Oct and at least 80 on 23 Dec. Larger counts elsewhere included: at least 70 at 
Leominster North on 15 Jan and 100 there on 15 Feb and 60 at Ross Central on 31 Aug.

Stock Dove                                                                                   Columba oenas

Abundant resident                                                                           BoCC listed: Amber

Breeding was confirmed at: Devereux Wootton Norton Canon; Hospital Farm Burghill; Kilbury 
Camp Ledbury; Pencoyd and Wellington GP. Probable breeding evidence was noted at 13 other 
locations.
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The highest count was 120 at Weobley North on 4 Dec. There were double figure counts from 12 
locations, the higher of which were: 30 at Gamber Meadows on 23 Jul and 32 there on 22 Aug 
and 30 at Leabrink Fownhope on 25 Nov.

Woodpigeon (Common Wood Pigeon)                            Columba palumbus

Abundant resident and winter visitor

Observers have this year reflected the true abundance of this species with over 2400 records, well 
over twice the number submitted in 2017. This surge in numbers is largely due to the inclusion of 
HOC Garden Birdwatch records (which accounted for 43% of total records), added to the dataset 
for the first time this year. 

Breeding was confirmed at 19 locations from 21 Apr to 14 Oct and evidence of probable breeding 
activities were noted at an additional 44 locations in most months, excluding Sep – Nov.

The largest flocks were: 1,000 at Staunton Green on 23 Oct and 500 there on 28 Oct and 1,000 
at Wellington GP on 28 Oct. Other substantial counts were: 400 at Garway West on 9 Jan; 500 at 
Brockhall GP on 28 Oct; 650 at Lower Todding East Leintwardine on 17 Dec and 400 at Buckton 
West on 22 Dec. Remaining three figure counts were from nine other locations and mostly in 
the period Oct – Dec.

Collared Dove (Eurasian Collared Dove)                  Streptopelia decaocto

Abundant resident

Like the previous species, the number of records this year has risen dramatically to over 1,100, 
which is an increase of just over 60% and totally accounted for by the number of HOC Garden 
Birdwatch records.

Breeding was confirmed at: Coldstone Cross Kingstone; Hospital Farm Burghill; Ledbury Central 
and Moreton Eye. Probable breeding evidence came from 13 additional locations between 28 Jan 
and 15 Sep.

Double figure counts were: 20 at Staunton Green on 20 Aug and 10 there on 4 Sep; 12 at Credenhill 
West and 11 at Pipe and Lyde North, both on 14 Oct; 11 at Buckton on 6 Dec and 14 at Strangford on 
16 Dec.

Cuckoo (Common Cuckoo)                                            Cuculus canorus 

Fairly common summer visitor                                                      BoCC listed: Red

The first record of male song in the year was from Chase Wood Coughton on 15 Apr and the 
latest heard was at Birtley on 22 Jun.

There were no records that confirmed breeding. Probable breeding evidence was recorded at: 
Bringsty Common SE on 8 May; Bartestree South on 11 May; Sutton St Michael North on 9 and 
12 June and Monkland on 10 Jun. A male pursuing a female at Swainshill on 5 June and two 
males chasing one female with another male singing nearby on the 6 Jun also suggests courtship 
behaviour.  
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There were 101 records of birds present or singing from 64 other locations; from 20 of these, 
there was more than one record, and from eight of these locations, two birds were recorded. 
There was very little difference in the total numbers of records and locations from 2017 figures.  

Barn Owl (Western Barn Owl)                                 Tyto alba 

Uncommon resident and winter visitor                        

A total of 66 records from 48 locations is a very similar reporting rate to 2017. All but 15 records 
were in winter months (Jan – Mar and Oct – Dec).

Recently fledged juveniles on 7 Jun and on 19 Jul and an occupied nest on 1 Sep provided confirmed 
breeding evidence from three sites, two of which used nestboxes.

While other records were almost entirely of single birds two were noted at: Ledbury SE on 4 Jan; 
Bodenham Lake on 10 Jan and Wellington GP on 23 Aug. Two fatalities were recorded: one at 
Ledbury SE by the A417 in a locality where one had been in residence for the previous two years 
and another at Burley Gate on 21 Nov, possibly the victim of a raptor kill.

Tawny Owl                                                                                               Strix aluco 

Common resident                                                               BoCC listed: Amber

Fledgling young provided confirmed breeding evidence at: Longtown South on 13 May; Dorstone 
on 20 May; Downton Gorge NNR on 1 Jun; St Margarets on 13 Jun; Swainshill on 26 Jun; Ledbury 
SE on 27 Jun and 20 Jul and Ledbury Central on 10 Jul. Three juveniles were present at Dorstone 
and two were recorded at three other sites.

Probable breeding evidence, mostly recorded as territorial behaviour, was obtained from eight 
other locations. 

Many of the remaining records, spread throughout the year from 72 other locations, may also 
represent birds on territories, especially where two or more were noted on a single occasion or 
where records were established on multiple occasions. Two BTO surveys active in the period: 
the Tawny Owl Point Survey and the Tawny Owl Calling Survey will give further information 
(see article on pages 110 – 115). 

Little Owl                                                                                       Athene noctua

Fairly common resident

There was a total of 53 records, which is similar to last year, but these were from 17 locations, 
compared to 26 in 2017. Records were from all months except Nov.

Breeding was confirmed at Wellington GP (fledged young) on 20 May and Pengethley (occupied 
nest) on 7 Jun. Individuals on territories were recorded at Buckton West on 8 Jul and Sellack on 
26 Sep and 14 Dec, but as most birds remain on territory throughout the year, records from 13 
further locations may also represent territorial occupations.

The majority of records were of single birds, but three were noted at Burghill South on 6 Aug and 
two there on 3 Oct and two at Wellington GP on numerous dates, mainly in Jan, Mar and Apr.



62

Short-eared Owl                                                                                    Asio flammeus

Scarce passage migrant

Two birds were noted at Tyberton on 3 Mar (M. Waldron) and a single was present there on 
4 Mar. Another single was recorded at Mansell Gamage on 4 Mar (A. Starling). 

Swift (Common Swift)                                                                      Apus apus 

Common summer visitor                                                     BoCC listed: Amber

The first records of the year were of singles at Bartonsham Hereford and Eardisland on 21 Apr. 
The latest record for the year was at the Railway Station Hereford on 9 Sep.

Between 11 Jun and 27 Jul breeding was confirmed at:  Buckton, Buckton West, Burley Gate, 
Canon Frome, Coldstone Cross Kingstone, Credenhill West, Ledbury Central, Wellington NE 
and Wigmore North. Evidence of probable breeding in the period 28 May to 26 Jul came from a 
further 16 locations.

A survey of Swifts in Ledbury town in July by Ledbury Naturalists’ Field Club identified 29 
nest sites on seven buildings. More information on this project can be found at: http://www.
ledburynaturalists.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Swift-Project-report-2018.pdf.

Larger counts possibly associated with incoming or departing movements were: c.50 at Wellington 
GP on 10 May; 60 at Bodenham Lake on 25 May; c.50 at Brockhall GP on 26 May; c.60 at Ross 
Central on 8 Jul; c.300 at Wigmore Rolls NW on 14 Jul; 60 at Bromsash West on 16 Jul and 100 
there on 20 Jul. Lower double figure counts, including those associated with breeding and feeding 
habitats and not excluding possible migratory movement late in the season, were from a total of 
35 locations.
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Kingfisher (Common Kingfisher)                                      Alcedo atthis 

Fairly common resident                                                    BoCC listed: Amber

There were 121 records spread throughout all months; this is only 60% of records submitted in 
2017 and the lowest number for the last six years. Perhaps the cold weather and flooding in Mar 
2018 had a detrimental effect on this species; the number of records received during the Jan – Mar 
period were halved compared with 2017. 

Breeding records were sparse but an occupied nest was recorded on 1 Jun and fledged young 
were noted at a second site on 19 Aug.

Most other records were of single birds but two were noted at: Wellington GP on 11 Feb, 5 and 
28 Sep and 19, 22 and 29 Dec; R. Wye Coppet Hill on 20 Mar; Hampton Park Hereford on 10 Jul 
and 10 Sep; Holme Lacy North on 6 Sep; Winforton SW on 6 Sep and 19 Nov; Wellington NE 
on 10 Sep and Holme Lacy Church on 29 Sep. Remaining records were from 34 other locations.

A female was found dead at Wellington GP on 4 Mar.

Hoopoe (Eurasian Hoopoe)                                                                 Upupa epops

Scarce passage migrant; has bred

A single was recorded at Orelton on 13 May (M. Binnersley).

Wryneck (Eurasian Wryneck)                                                      Jynx torquilla

Very scarce passage migrant; has bred

One was recorded at Byford on 12 and 13 May (N. Potter).

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker                                          Dendrocopos minor 

Fairly common resident                                                         BoCC listed: Red

There were just eight records and none indicating confirmed breeding. A pair was noted at Red 
Daren on 5 May and other records were of singles at: The Doward on 3 Apr; Swanstone Court 
Bush Bank and Knapton Green, both on 10 Jun; Pencoyd on 28 Oct; Canon Frome on 31 Oct; 
Tyrell’s Court Dilwyn on 18 Nov and Stretford Bridge on 23 Nov. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker                                          Dendrocopos major

Common resident

The submission of over 1,100 records this year, some 70% increase from 2017, can be attributed 
almost entirely to the inclusion of HOC Garden Birdwatch data.

Drumming was first recorded at Bishopstone East on 8 Jan and at 10 other locations through 
Jan, Feb, Mar and Apr, culminating in one at Ledbury North and two at Evendine Colwall on 26 
Apr. There were no records of drumming in the second winter period.
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Twenty-five records, in the period 9 May – 26 Jul, confirmed breeding at 19 locations, most 
frequently from observation of recently fledged young (18 records). Where recorded, there were 
no more than two juveniles. Probable breeding evidence came from nine additional locations, 
but given the sedentary nature of the species, records from the remaining 200+ locations, 
especially from sites with multiple records of song or sightings, probably reflect nearby 
territories. 

Counts of six were noted at: Gullet Quarry Hollybush on 18 Apr; Lower Hope Ullingswick 
on 21 Apr and Birtley on 24 Jun and, discounting breeding records, counts of two to five were 
noted at 85 other locations. 

Green Woodpecker (European Green Woodpecker)               Picus viridis 

Common resident           

Breeding was confirmed on the basis of fledged young at: Pencoyd on 24 Jun; Bodenham South 
on 17 Jul; Eastnor Park South on 19 and 23 Jul and Bishopswood North on 7 Aug. Territories 
were noted at other locations: Credenhill Park Wood on 16 Apr; Brockhall GP on 6 and 20 May 
and St Margarets on 15 Jun, but being a sedentary species, records from remaining locations, 
distributed through all months, may well represent additional territories. 

Five birds were noted at: Brockhampton North near Bromyard on 10 Apr during an HOC walk 
and four at: Lower Breinton on 27 Mar; Swainshill on 30 Jul and Wellington GP on 29 Sep. 
Three were noted at six other locations and two at 30 additional sites.

Kestrel (Common Kestrel)                                 Falco tinnunculus

Fairly common resident                                                                BoCC listed: Amber

Breeding was confirmed at two sites: fledged young at Burley Gate on 26 Jun and, as indicated 
by one mobbing a Buzzard, probable proximity to a nest at Cummin’s Farm Colwall on 30 Jun. 

Birds on territory were noted at: Eastnor Park South on nine dates between 26 Feb and 24 Dec; 
Brockhampton South near Bromyard on 17 Jun and Brockhall GP on 18 Jun. Other evidence of 
probable breeding was: a pair at R. Monnow Tregate Bridge on 22 Mar and two birds showing 
agitated behaviour at Coughton Marsh on 31 Jul.  

Three were seen at Garway Hill Common on 14 Apr and two were noted at 10 other locations, 
mostly in winter months. An adult swooped and carried off a Swallow from an overhead wire at 
Upper Wintercott Ivington on 3 May.

Merlin                                                                               Falco columbarius

Scarce resident                                  BoCC listed: Red

There were 10 records of single birds at: Bodenham Lake on 3 and 8 Jan; a garden in St Margarets 
on 5 Jan; Bredwardine on 6 Jan; Common Bach Dorstone on 11 Feb and 5 Oct; Coldstone Cross 
Kingstone on 24 Feb; Moccas Park West on 10 Mar; Little Black Hill West Llanveynoe on 3 Oct 
and The Wellands Sellack on 3 Nov. There were no breeding records.
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Hobby (Eurasian Hobby)                                                            Falco subbuteo 

Uncommon summer visitor  

The first record of the year was at Hoarwithy on 22 Apr and the latest at Wellington GP on 4 Oct. 
There were 54 records this year; a slight reduction on 2017 (63). 

Breeding was confirmed at just one location in the west of the county. Two further records of  
breeding were reported by the local raptor group at undisclosed sites in the county.

The majority of the records were of single birds or as present from 26 locations but four were 
noted at Coppet Hill on 17 Aug and two at: Sellack on 28 Apr; Wickton Court Stoke Prior on 1 
May; Gilbert’s Hill Wood South Abbey Dore on 15 May and The Wellands Sellack on 26 Aug – 
the last as two separate birds migrating south-west.      

Peregrine (Peregrine Falcon)                                              Falco peregrinus

Uncommon resident

Seventy-seven records from 41 locations are very similar totals to both 2017 and 2016 data. 
There were nine records from Hereford, spread through Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr, Oct and Nov. A 
pair was present on 12 Mar, but no records provided further breeding evidence. 

Breeding was confirmed from two different locations in the east and north of the county on 
16 May and 14 Jul respectively. Probable breeding evidence (pairs or visiting probable nest 
site) came from three other locations in Feb, Mar and May. Juveniles were seen at two further 
locations on 19 Aug and 21 Oct and, discounting breeding records, two birds were noted at five 
locations.

Jay (Eurasian Jay)                  Garrulus glandarius 

Common resident

The only confirmed breeding records were at Credenhill Park Wood when young were seen on 
two dates, 8 May and 13 Jul. Probable breeding records came from six other sites: Coddington 
on 20 Apr; Devereux Wootton Norton Canon on 4 May; Haye Park Wood near Richard’s Castle 
on 10 May; Brockhall GP on 3 Jun; St Margarets on 15 Jun and Buckton West on 5 Jul.

The larger groups recorded were: five at Bodenham on 7 Jan; six at: Credenhill Park Wood on 26 
Jan; five at Broomy Hill Hereford on 11 Apr; six at Wellington NE on 12 Jul and five at Garway 
Hill Common on 10 Oct.

There were 89 records (20% of records) received from 15 gardens in the HOC Garden Birdwatch 
Scheme, mainly in the Jul – Dec period, including reports of a Jay using a peanut feeder at 
Bishopswood North on 26 Jul and a bird table at Buckton on 24 Dec. 

Magpie (Eurasian Magpie)                      Pica pica 
Abundant resident

Breeding was confirmed at 17 sites: Ledbury Central on 1 May; Birtley and St Margarets, both 
on 13 May; Moreton Eye on 27 May; Hollow Lane Ledbury on 6 Jun; Bishopstone East and 
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The Weston Bredwardine, both on 11 Jun; Garway West on 12 Jun; Ledbury SW on 23 Jun; 
Coldstone Cross Kingstone, Hospital Farm Burghill and Trenant Farm Peterchurch, all on 
24 Jun; Rotherwas  Chapel and Sink Green, both on 25 Jun; Haywood Lane Ashperton on 28 Jun; 
Credenhill Park Wood on 13 Jul and Wigmore Rolls NW on 20 Aug.

The higher counts were: 22 at Burghill East on 10 Jan; 25 at Brockhall GP on 17 Jan; 20 in one 
group moving between rooftops at Ledbury Central on 23 Sep and 20 at Broomy Hill Hereford 
on 2 Oct. 

Interesting behaviours observed included: 10 Magpies quarrelling on Gamber Meadows on 15 Feb; 
a Raven attempting to predate a nest in a thick hawthorn tree with four Magpies mobbing it at 
Walford near Brampton Bryan on 13 May and two Magpies perched on a sheep’s back and neck, 
presumably removing parasites, at Buckton West on 15 Oct. 

Chough (Red-billed Chough)                                        Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax

Very rare vagrant

There was a single at Bradnor Hill on 15 Jul (A. Crichton) that stayed until 19 Jul. This was the 
first county record for this largely west of Britain coastal corvid (see article on pages 21 – 22). 

Jackdaw (Western Jackdaw                                                        Corvus monedula 

Abundant resident

Breeding was confirmed at 15 sites with occupied nests recorded from 28 Apr and juveniles from 
5 Jun, the sites were: Bartonsham Hereford, Bromsash West, Cobnash East, Coldstone Cross 
Kingstone, Docklow East, Kenchester Pools, Ledbury Central, Ledbury NE, Netherton Farm 
Eastnor, Pencoyd, St Margarets, Staunton Green, The Weir Garden, Trenant Farm Peterchurch 
and Wellington GP.  

The large counts were: 400 at Staunton Green on three dates between 16 and 23 Jan and on 
4 Dec and 500 roosting there on 28 Dec; 500 at Wellington GP on 4 and 25 Nov and 400 at 
Leintwardine South on 23 Dec. 

Some interesting behaviours observed included: two Jackdaws mobbing a Buzzard at Netherton 
Farm Eastnor on 26 Jun and 17 Jackdaws in a mixed flock with Rooks acrobating in the wind at 
The Weir Garden on 19 Sep.   

Rook           Corvus frugilegus 

Abundant resident

Early nesting activities, with birds carrying twigs, began on New Year’s Day at Overross Ross-on-
Wye and at Wigmore North on 5 Feb. There were 70 active nests reported at St Weonards on 13 
Mar and 105 nests completed at The Weir Garden by 11 Apr.

Confirmed breeding reports came from 16 sites between 13 Mar and 17 Jul at: Brimfield, Docklow 
East, Hartleton Lakes, Hildersley Ross-on-Wye, Hill Farm Ledbury, Kenchester Pools, Linton, 



67

Little Hereford, Oyster Hill Colwall, Pow Green Bosbury, Ross Central, St Weonards, The Weir 
Garden, Velindra St Weonards, Welsh Bicknor and Weir Cliff Sugwas Pool.

The largest flock counts were: around 200 at Winforton South on 1 Jan; 110 in a mixed flock 
with Starlings on a cut silage field at Kenchester on 21 Aug and 230 at Burghill South on 27 Aug. 

Carrion Crow                Corvus corone 

Abundant resident

Breeding was confirmed at 22 sites across the county during the period 5 Apr to 17 Jul, with the 
first juveniles seen at Staunton Green on 28 Apr.

The larger flocks were: 50 at Leintwardine South on 6 Jan; 61 at Knapp Wood Newton St Margarets 
on 7 Mar; 60 at Bullinghope on 1 May; 68 at Marden SW on 9 Jun and 93 at Burley Gate on 18 Oct.

A bird was seen stealing a hen’s egg at Bucton West on 28 Jan and at the same site one was seen 
regularly driving away many Woodpigeons from its nesting tree on 10 Feb.

Raven (Northern Raven)                 Corvus corax 

Fairly common resident

Breeding was confirmed at 14 sites, an increase on last year’s nine. The first report of an occupied 
nest was at Weir Cliff Sugwas Pool on 22 Feb and the first fledged young were seen there on 9 May 
when four juveniles were recorded.

There was a report of a Raven attempting to predate a Magpie’s nest at Walford near Brampton 
Bryan on 13 May and there were various mobbing attacks observed by Ravens, especially on 
Buzzards, at a number of locations through the breeding season.

The larger flocks were: 27 at Garway Hill Common on 3 Apr, 39 there on 9 Apr; 23 on 15 Aug 
and 20 on 21 Sep; 20 at Vagar Hill Summit on 27 Aug and 40 at Deerfold near Lingen on 18 Nov.

Coal Tit                  Periparus ater 

Common resident

Records during winter months (Oct – Mar) accounted for 57% of the total. Interestingly, HOC 
Garden Birdwatch records accounted for 52% of records overall and up to two-thirds of these 
were received during the months of Sep – Dec.  

Breeding was confirmed at 11 sites: Bartonsham Hereford, Chase Wood South Coughton, Colwall, 
Fownhope West, Garway West, Great Doward, Moreton Eye, Pencoyd, St Margarets, Wayend Street 
Eastnor and Wellington NE. 

There was a small flock numbering at least seven, of exclusively Coal Tits, in a larch plantation at 
Bircher Common West on 18 Jan. Other higher counts were: 10 at Eardisley West on 18 Feb and 
2 Jun and 12 there on 18 Nov; 12 at Wapley Hill East on 8 Nov and 10 at Credenhill Park Wood 
on 16 Nov. 
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Marsh Tit                            Poecile palustris 

Common resident              BoCC listed: Red

Marsh Tits were reported from 65 locations, including on feeders in 11 gardens (six participating 
in the HOC Garden Birdwatch Scheme), with records in each month of the year.

Breeding was confirmed at only one site, Croft SE, with fledglings reported on 16 Jun. Probable 
breeding reports came from two other sites: a pair at Wigmore Rolls Central on 5 May and an 
agitated bird at Credenhill Park Wood on 13 Jul.

The larger counts were: six at Backbury Hill on 11 Feb and five in three areas of Evens/Mary Knoll/
Climbing Jack on 1 Nov. 

Willow Tit             Poecile montana 

Uncommon resident               BoCC listed: Red

There were 24 records received from 16 sites, similar to last year, but there were no breeding 
records.

Records were mainly of single birds often just heard or glimpsed; a single was seen with a 
flock of Coal Tits at Wapley Hill during an HOC field meeting there on 8 Nov. There were three 
records of two birds at: Wapley Hill on 2 Jan and High Vinnalls on 3 Sep and 18 Nov. 

Blue Tit (Eurasian Blue Tit)                                                Cyanistes caeruleus 

Abundant resident

Breeding was confirmed at over 52 sites from 16 Apr to 14 Aug with fledglings seen from 3 May 
at Ledbury West. Sixteen of these sites were gardens participating in HOC Garden Birdwatch 
Scheme. There were two broods of fledged young and a third brood in a nestbox at The Weir 
Garden on 6 Jun. For further breeding data on this species, see the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust 
Nestbox Recording Scheme report (on page 140).

The larger counts reported were: 35 on the Burley Gate project site on 10 Jan, 46 there on 7 Feb, 
38 on 18 Oct and 59 on 19 Dec; 34 at Swanstone Court Bush Bank on 23 Apr; 30 at Gullet Quarry 
Hollybush on 12 Jun; 31 at Mynde Park Much Dewchurch on 16 Jun and 50 at Wellington NE 
on 27 Aug. A Blue Tit was seen trying to catch spiders from Wisteria stems outside an office 
window at Buckton West on 12 Feb.

Great Tit                               Parus major 

Abundant resident

There were 36 sites (including 15 HOC Garden Birdwatch sites) where confirmed breeding was 
reported between 8 May and 13 Aug, with young being seen from 20 May at Moreton Eye. For 
further breeding data on this species, see the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust Nestbox Recording 
Scheme report (on page 140).
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The larger counts were: 33 at Moreton Eye on 7 and 14 Jan; 20 at Wellington NE on 17 
Aug; 20 at Haugh Wood Central East on 22 Nov and 23 on the Burley Gate project site on 
19 Dec.

Skylark (Eurasian Skylark)                      Alauda arvensis 

Abundant resident and winter visitor                                                   BoCC listed: Red

Breeding was confirmed at only three sites: Bullinghope on 1 May and Brockhall GP and Merbach 
Hill, both on 18 Jun, but probable breeding reports came from nine other sites from 13 Mar to 3 Jul 
and singing males were heard at a further 28 sites. 

Large flocks recorded were: 64 at Burley Gate on 7 Feb; 65 at Gamber Meadows on 19 Oct; 60 in 
small migrating flocks at Garway West on 23 Oct; 100 in a wintering flock on a field of oilseed 
rape at The Wellands Sellack on 3 and 4 Nov and 50 at Hill of Eaton Brampton Abbotts on 23 
Nov.

Sand Martin                                      Riparia riparia 

Common summer visitor                  

There were fewer records this year, 30% less than in 2017 and the lowest during the last 
five years, there were also reports of very low numbers at some sites. The earliest sighting 
was of five at Lower Lugg Meadows on 17 Mar and the latest was 10 at Winforton South 
on 6 Sep. 

Confirmed breeding records came from just two sites with occupied nests at: Backney on 20 Apr, 
1 and 29 Jun and Sink Green on 25 Jun. Probable breeding records came from another 10 sites 
during the period 9 Apr to 26 Jul.

The larger counts were: 200 at Hartleton Lakes and 100 at Wellington GP, both on 29 Apr; 200 at 
Backney on 3 May, 100 there on 7 May, 160 on 1 Jun and 200 on 29 Jun; 120 at Winforton SW on 
19 Jun and 100 there on 22 Jul and 200 at Trippleton Leintwardine on 24 Jun.

Swallow (Barn Swallow)            Hirundo rustica 

Abundant summer visitor 

The earliest sighting was of a single at Sink Green on 29 Mar and the latest was of eight at The 
Wellands Sellack on 1 Oct. There were confirmed breeding records from 25 sites during 
the period 7 May to 11 Sep with fledglings recorded from 25 Jun.

The larger flocks were: 100 at Hartleton Lakes on 12 Apr; 100 at Staunton Green on 28 Apr, 24 Jul 
and 2 Sep; 100 at Graham’s Cottage Leintwardine on 21 Jul; 205 in a mixed flock at Tatteridge Hill 
Leintwardine on 3 Aug; 100 at Eardisley West on 25 Aug; 100 at Brockhall GP on 1 Sep and 120 
grouping on electric wires prior to migration at Bishopstone West on 15 Sep. Ten Swallows were 
seen mobbing a Sparrowhawk near Wigmore North on 25 Jun.
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House Martin (Common House Martin)                  Delichon urbicum
Abundant summer visitor                    BoCC listed: Amber

The earliest sighting was at R. Wye Ross-on-Wye on 4 Apr and the latest were singles at Coldstone 
Cross Kingstone and Monkland, both on 14 Oct.

Breeding was confirmed at 23 sites during the period from 17 May to 23 Sep, with fledged young 
not seen until 22 Jul at Staunton Green. There were at least 20 occupied nests in the turrets at 
Eastnor Castle on 11 Jul. A report of adults still feeding young was reported at Staunton Green 
on 16 Sep, some days after migration had started. 

The larger flocks were: 250 at Canon Frome on 20 Aug; 180 at Perrystone Hill on 22 Aug; 200 at 
Kite’s Wood Blakemere and 160 at Staunton Green, both on 8 Sep, and 110 at Leintwardine South 
on 12 Sep. A group of 80 migrating birds were seen feeding up over the river, but also flying low 
over the water, at Welsh Bicknor on 2 Sep.

Cetti’s Warbler        Cettia cetti
Very rare visitor         

The first record of the year was of a single at Wellington GP on 8 Apr (N. Pegler; ninth county 
record), it was then heard singing on 15 Apr and subsequently heard or seen occasionally on 28 
days up to 8 Jul. The bird was then re-found, also at Wellington GP, on 21 Oct (J. Tilby) and heard 
or seen on nine subsequent days until the last sighting on 24 Dec. 

A single was in brief song at Lugg Bridge Quarry on 9 Dec (A. Eveleigh; 10th county record).

Long-tailed Tit                   Aegithalos caudatus 
Common resident

Breeding was confirmed at 12 locations during the period 8 Apr to 17 Jul (including one HOC 
Garden Birdwatch site) and probable breeding was noted at a further 15 sites. The number of confirmed 
breeding locations was the lowest since 2014 when a very low total of three locations was recorded.

The larger counts were: 20 at Hartleton Lakes on 26 Jan; 17 at Mynde Park Much Dewchurch 
on 16 Jun; 20 at Wellington NE on 27 Aug; 32 at Merrivale Ross-on-Wye on 22 Oct and 26 at 
Hoarwithy on 4 Nov.

Wood Warbler            Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Fairly common summer visitor                                                  BoCC listed: Red

The earliest sighting was of two at Wigmore Rolls on 23 Apr and the latest was a single at Lingen 
Vallet Wood on 28 Jun. There were 38 records from 17 locations, this equalled the number of 
records received in 2013 and far exceeded the number during the intervening years.

Breeding was confirmed at one location this year; at Evens/Mary Knoll/Climbing Jack on 31 
May where a nestling was being fed by an adult, and where both adults had been seen/heard 
earlier nest building on 9 May.   

The higher counts were: five at Wigmore Rolls Central on 5 May and 10 there on 20 May and 
three at Croft SE on 16 Jun. In addition, two were heard singing at Donnington on 19 May and 
at Great Doward on 10 and 18 Jun.
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A Coal Tit in a garden at Old Gore in November

A Treecreeper at Walford near Brampton Bryan in April

M
ic

k 
C

ol
qu

ho
un

W
ill

ia
m

 M
ar

le
r



72

Starling in winter plumage in a Bishopstone garden in January

A Spotted Flycatcher at Old Gore in May
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Grasshopper Warbler carrying food for young in June – in the Burley Gate project

A Lesser Redpoll at Bodenham Lake in February 
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A Meadow Pipit on Garway Hill in February

Female Kestrel on a post at Bishopstone in November 
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Willow Warbler            Phylloscopus trochilus 

Abundant summer visitor         BoCC listed: Amber

The earliest sighting was of two birds at Brockhall GP on 30 Mar and the latest was of a single at 
Swainshill on 3 Oct.

Breeding was confirmed at three sites: an adult carrying food at Pencoyd on 24 Jun and fledglings 
seen at Garway Hill Common on 11 Jul and Merbach Hill on 14 Jul. Probable breeding was reported 
at four further locations: nest building at The Knapp Bredwardine on 28 Apr and birds on territory at 
Evens/Mary Knoll/Climbing Jack on 30 Apr; Haye Park Wood near Richard’s Castle on 10 May and 
Buckton West on 19 May.

The larger counts were: 12 at Garway Hill on 19 Apr, 15 there on 17 May and 13 on 7 Jun; 12 at 
Red Daren on 5 May; 11 at Ewyas Harold Common on 20 Jun and 12 at Hartleton Lakes on 12 
Aug.

Chiffchaff (Common Chiffchaff)                                       Phylloscopus collybita

Abundant summer visitor and uncommon resident

The first records came from Wellington NE and Bodenham on 7 Jan and the latest was recorded 
at Wellington GP on 24 Dec. The main influx of sightings started with four singing at Downton 
Castle on 15 Mar. 

For the months of Jan/Feb, there were just five records from five locations: Bodenham, Cleeve 
Orchard Ross-on-Wye, Rotherwas Industrial Estate, Wellington NE and Widemarsh Hereford. 
The highest count during this period was three at Wellington NE on 7 Jan. During the months of 
Nov/Dec, there were 12 records from four sites: Gamber Meadows, Hartleton Lakes, Lugg Bridge 
Quarry and Wellington GP. The highest count for this period was five at Wellington GP on 22 Dec.

Breeding was confirmed at six sites: The Wellands Sellack on 26 May; Lower Southfield Bosbury 
on 6 Jun; St Margarets on 20 Jun; Pencoyd on 24 Jun; Credenhill Park Wood on 25 Jun and 
Gamber Meadows on 23 Jul. Adults were seen feeding young at The Wellands Sellack and Pencoyd. 
Probable breeding was observed at a further seven sites.

The larger counts were: 12 at Gilbert’s Hill Wood Abbey Dore on 1 May; 12 at Little Hereford on 
6 May; 16 at Gamber Meadows on 23 Jul and 14 there on 17 Sep and 12 at Hartleton Lakes on 
17 Aug and 16 there on 25 Aug.

Sedge Warbler                  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

Common summer visitor

The earliest was recorded at Wellington GP on 8 Apr and the latest was at Gamber Meadows on 
21 Sep. There were 82 records received from 23 locations, compared with 76 records from 29 
locations in 2017.

Breeding was confirmed at Wellington GP on 20 May, with young being fed by an adult, that 
was also recorded on 4 Jul, and fledged young were seen on 15 Jul. Probable breeding was reported 
at: Brockhall GP on 6 May and Winforton South on 10 May.
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The larger counts were: six at Wellington GP on 29 Apr and five there on three dates in each of 
Jun and Jul.

Reed Warbler (Eurasian Reed Warbler)       Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

Fairly common summer visitor

The earliest record was of a single singing at Pencoyd on 26 Apr and the latest was of six also 
at Pencoyd on 30 Aug. There was a substantial increase in the number of records to 40 records 
from 14 sites compared to 18 records from seven sites in 2017. 

There were two confirmed breeding records: Gamber Meadows on 23 Jul and Pencoyd on 30 Aug. 
Probable breeding was recorded at Falcon Lane Ledbury on 8 Jun.

The large counts were: nine at Pencoyd on 31 May and six there on 30 Aug and five at Berrington 
Hall Pool on 13 Jul.

Grasshopper Warbler (Common Grasshopper Warbler)        Locustella naevia

Scarce summer visitor            BoCC listed: Red 

A single was seen at Burley Gate on 7 and 9 Jun (M. Davies), also on 11 Jun (G. Wells), then two 
birds were seen on 12 Jun at the same location, on each date at least one bird was carrying food 
for young.

Blackcap (Eurasian Blackcap)                        Sylvia atricapilla 

Abundant summer visitor and fairly common resident

The earliest records for the year came from three locations: Ledbury North, Shucknall East, 
Wellington NE, all on 1 Jan, and the latest sightings were from: Bodenham Lake and Ledbury 
North on 31 Dec; all sightings were of single birds. 

During the first winter period (Jan/Feb), there were an amazing 165 records from 29 locations, a 
marked increase on 2017 (47 records from 16 locations), but 50% of the 2018 records came from 
the HOC Garden Birdwatch Scheme data at 18 locations (19 gardens). The highest count was 
of six in a garden near the Railway Station Hereford on 25 Feb. 

In the second winter period (Nov/Dec), 60 records were received from 19 locations, which 
was very similar to 2017, with one-third of records coming from the HOC Garden Birdwatch 
Scheme (eight gardens). The highest count during this period was five at Cleeve Orchard 
Ross-on-Wye on 4 Dec.

Breeding was confirmed from eleven sites: Bishopswood North, Brockhall GP, Burley Gate, 
Cleeve Orchard Ross-on-Wye, Credenhill Park Wood, Devereux Wootton Norton Canon, 
Gamber Meadows, Garway Hill Common, Merbach Hill, Pencoyd and Queenswood North. 
The birds at Devereux Wootton and Pencoyd were reported feeding young and at the other 
locations, juveniles were observed. Probable breeding was noted from a further eight sites.

The large counts were: 22 at Cleeve Orchard Ross-on-Wye on 8 Apr; 20 at Wellington GP on 15 
Apr; 18 at Rowlestone South on 20 Apr and 16 at New House Farm Aston Ingham on 21 Apr.
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Garden Warbler                                                       Sylvia borin 

Common summer visitor

The earliest record was of a single heard singing at Hartleton Lakes on 12 Apr and the latest sighting 
was at Garnon’s Hill South on 2 Sep. 

Breeding was confirmed at two locations: a nest with young was recorded at The Wellands 
Sellack on 3 Jun and juveniles were observed at Docklow East on 17 Jul. Probable breeding was 
recorded at five locations: Backney, Brockhall GP, Buckton West, Credenhill Park Wood and St 
Margarets.

The larger counts were: seven at Whitchurch East on 8 May; five at Wellington GP on 10 May; 
five at Lugg Bridge Quarry on 16 May and five at Garnon’s Hill South on 2 Sep.

Lesser Whitethroat                 Sylvia curruca 

Common summer visitor

The earliest records were of single birds singing at four locations: Brockhall GP, Lower Hope 
Ullingswick, Lugg Bridge Quarry and Wellington GP, all on 21 Apr, and the latest sighting was 
of a single at Wellington GP on 2 Sep. 

There were 52 records from 39 locations, which is fewer records but a similar number of locations 
compared with the last two years.

There were no confirmed or probable breeding records this year, but sightings were recorded 
regularly at Wellington GP in the breeding season with five birds seen there on 10 Jun. Three 
birds were recorded on Red Daren on 5 May and there were three records of two birds: at 
Backney, Bullinghope and Wellington GP. 

Whitethroat (Common Whitethroat)          Sylvia communis 

Abundant summer visitor          

The earliest record was a bird singing at Hartleton Lakes on 12 Apr and the latest sighting was 
of a single at Widemarsh Hereford on 21 Sep.

Breeding was confirmed at six locations: Killbreece Tretire on 15 May; Monkland on 10 Jun; 
Hyatt Sarnesfield on 21 Jun; Credenhill Park Wood on 25 Jun; Burley Gate on 26 Jun and 
Gamber Meadows on 23 Jul.

The larger counts were: 16 at Gamber Meadows on 7 May; 14 at Burley Gate on 8 May and 12 
there on 30 May and 13 at Bullinghope on 18 May.

Firecrest (Common Firecrest)                 Regulus ignicapilla

Scarce summer visitor; has bred

A bird was heard singing for 10-15 minutes in the north of the county on 28 May (C. Parr) but was 
not seen, it was subsequently looked for on 1 and 3 Jun but was not found or heard in the area.
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Goldcrest               Regulus regulus

Common resident

There were five reports of confirmed breeding: adults were feeding young at Chase Wood 
South Coughton and fledged birds were at Staunton Green on 15 Jun; St Margarets on 20 Jun; 
Wellington NE on 21 Jun and R Wye Rotherwas on 4 Jul. 

Probable breeding was noted at four further locations: Haye Park Wood near Richards Castle 
on 10 May; The Weir Garden on 16 May; Brockhampton South near Bromyard on 17 Jun and 
Credenhill Park Wood on 13 Jul.

The larger flocks were: six at The Wellands Sellack on 8 Apr; six at St Margarets on 20 Jun and 
eight there on 9 Sep and a very active flock of at least seven at High Vinnalls South on 18 Nov.

Wren (Eurasian Wren)           Troglodytes troglodytes 

Abundant resident

Breeding was confirmed at 13 locations (including three gardens participating in the HOC 
Garden Birdwatch Scheme): a nest with young was recorded at one site; adults were carrying 
food for nestlings at two sites and juveniles were reported at the other 10 sites.

At Brockhampton South near Bromyard, a nest was observed in a bird hide on 14 Jul and an 
adult was observed attempting to feed at least two chicks. 

The larger counts were: 18 at Rowlestone South on 20 Apr; 16 at New House Farm Aston 
Ingham on 21 Apr; 19 at Mynde Park Much Dewchurch on 5 May; 16 at Downton Gorge NNR 
on 10 May; 16 at Bullinghope on 16 May and 24 at Gamber Meadows on 19 Oct.

Nuthatch (Eurasian Nuthatch)               Sitta europaea 

Common resident

Breeding was confirmed at eleven locations: an adult carrying food at The Weir Garden on 16 
May and juveniles at Garway Hill on 17 May; Eardisley West on 25 May; The Wellands Sellack 
on 1 Jun; St Margarets on 15 Jun; Moreton Eye and Trenant Farm Peterchurch, both on 24 Jun; 
Munsley on 4 Jul; Haugh Wood Central East on 25 Jul and Tatteridge Hill Leintwardine on 
26 Jul and a used nest reported at Bishopstone West in Oct. Two of these sites were gardens 
participating in the HOC Garden Birdwatch Scheme. For further breeding data on this species, 
see the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust Nestbox Recording Scheme report (on page 140).

One observer noted a nestbox that had been customised by cementing in the gap between 
the lid and the front at Evens/Mary Knoll/Climbing Jack on 30 Apr.

The larger counts were: five at Coppet Hill on 20 Mar; six at Birtley on 14 Apr; five at Rosser’s 
Bridge Lower Kinsham on 6 May; six at Vowchurch East on 9 May; five at Eardisley West on 
25 May; six at The Wellands Sellack on 1 Jun; five at Lingen Vallet Wood on 28 Jun and five at 
Credenhill Park Wood on 1 Oct.
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Treecreeper (Eurasian Treecreeper)                  Certhia familiaris 

Common resident

Breeding was confirmed at four locations: Moccas Park East on 27 May; The Wellands Sellack 
on 3 Jun; Castle Coppice Hollybush on 9 Jun and Hartleton Lakes on 6 Jul. 

Probable breeding was noted at a further five sites: Brockhampton South near Bromyard, 
Credenhill Park Wood, Devereux Wootton Norton Canon, Ledbury Central and Staunton 
Green.

The larger counts were: three at Burley Gate on 10 Jan; six at Coppet Hill on 13 Jan, five there 
on 20 Apr, three on 16 Nov and four on 24 Dec; three at Ledbury Central on 3 Feb; at least six at 
Buckton on 24 Jun; three at Hampton Park Hereford on 10 Jul and three on Hergest Ridge NE 
on 18 Nov.

Rose-coloured Starling (Rosy Starling)                                          Pastor roseus

Very rare vagrant

A single was seen at Sutton St Nicholas on 10 Oct (C. Smith); this was sixth county record, the 
previous sighting in 2017 at Orcop Hill was also in October.

Starling (Common Starling)          Sturnus vulgaris 

Abundant resident and winter visitor              BoCC listed: Red

There was a good coverage of records, 26 of which were confirmed breeding, that was 15 more 
than last year. There was a report of a second brood of young in a nest at Walford near Brampton 
Bryan on 27 May. 

In the first winter period, the larger counts were: 200 at Upper Maes-coed on 5 Jan; 400 at 
Winforton SW on 11 Jan; 200 at Wigmore on 2 Mar and 1,000 on Lower Lugg Meadows on 18 
Mar. Similarly, in the second winter period, the larger flocks were: 1,000 at Wellington GP on 21 
Oct and 2,000 there on 10 Nov; 600 at Sellack on 28 Oct and 400 at Nutfield near Pembridge on 
30 Nov.

Ring Ouzel            Turdus torquatus 

Uncommon passage migrant              BoCC listed: Red

There were three records, all during the autumn period: three on The Darrens on 16 Sep, a 
single there on 17 Sep and again on 3 Oct. These records were all of passage birds.

Blackbird (Common Blackbird)              Turdus merula 

Abundant resident and winter visitor

Over 2,600 records were received from all parts of the county, boosted this year by inclusion 
of county Garden Birdwatch data, with most of the larger counts coming from surveys; these 



80

were: 33 at Burley Gate on 10 Jan and other high counts of over 30 from there on five subsequent 
dates during the year; 44 at Mynde Park Much Dewchurch on 5 May; 30 at Bullinghope on 18 
May and 35 on Garway Hill on 10 Oct. 

There were confirmed breeding reports from 48 1-km squares, with nest building noted at 
Ledbury SW on 24 Mar and the first report of fledglings at White Cross Hereford on 25 Apr.

Fieldfare                    Turdus pilaris 
Abundant winter visitor             BoCC listed: Red

The latest record for the first winter period was from Lower Veldifer Stretton Sugwas on 14 Apr, 
11 days later than last year, and the earliest record for the second winter period was from Morton 
Eye on 7 Oct. 

The flocks were much smaller than those recorded last year. The higher counts in the first winter 
period were: 400 at Bromsash East on 19 Jan and 360 at Falcon Lane Wood Ledbury on 7 Feb, 
while those in the second winter period were: 300 at Nutfield near Pembridge on 30 Nov; at least 
400 at Buckton West on 2 Dec; 350 at Weobley North on 4 Dec and 250 – 500 birds moving back 
and forth between a winter barley field and adjacent orchards on several days at Lower Veldifer 
Stretton Sugwas in mid-Dec. 

Redwing                 Turdus iliacus 
Abundant winter visitor             BoCC listed: Red

The latest record for the first winter period was of 15 seen at Brockhampton North near Bromyard 
during an HOC walk on 10 April. The earliest record for the second winter period was of two at 
Staplow near Ledbury on 24 Sep, some 13 days earlier than the 7 Oct arrival date in 2017.

The larger flocks recorded were: at least 550 at Leintwardine South on 8 Jan; at least 100 on 
Lower Lugg Meadows on 18 Mar; 100 feeding on yew berries at Elton on 30 Oct; 376 at The 
Wellands Selleck on 3 Nov and 926 there on 18 Nov.

Song Thrush                     Turdus philomelos 
Abundant resident and winter visitor            BoCC listed: Red

There were 14 locations where confirmed breeding was reported. However, the cold weather and 
snow during two periods in March could have affected the numbers of thrushes breeding, as was 
evident at Bishopstone and three sites near Leintwardine where there were reports of dead and 
‘starved’ thrushes. 

There were small flocks during the winter months: seven at Bishopswood North and eight at 
Bringewood, both on 27 Feb; 10 at Tyberton on 4 Mar; 10 at Hentland on 7 Oct and nine at 
Burley Gate on 21 Nov.

Mistle Thrush          Turdus viscivorus 
Common resident and winter visitor             BoCC listed: Red

The number of confirmed breeding sites was 11, more than double the number reported last 
year, with the earliest breeding record being an adult carrying food in Credenhill Park Wood 
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on 4 May. The larger flocks recorded were: 19 at Bishopswood North on 17 Jul; 35 at Lower 
Breinton on 24 Jul and 20 at Little Gorsley South on 2 Oct.

In the autumn, birds were reported feeding on a variety of berries: mistletoe and yew at Brampton 
Bryan East on 30 Oct and whitebeam in a garden at Garway West on 5 Nov. Mistle Thrushes were 
noted singing from mid-December at: The Weir Garden on 12 Dec; Garway West on 15 Dec and 
Bishopswood North on 28 Dec.

Spotted Flycatcher         Muscicapa striata 

Fairly common summer visitor             BoCC listed: Red

A similar number of records to last year. The earliest record was from Hergest Croft Gardens on 
14 May and the latest was from High Vinnals on 7 Sep, some 12 days later than last year.

Breeding was confirmed from eight sites compared to 18 last year: an occupied nest at Hartleton 
Lakes on 7 Jun and adults feeding young there on 6 Jul; nests with young at Staunton Green 
on 15 Jun and 3 Aug and fledglings there on 8 Aug; an occupied nest at Docklow on 23 Jun; a 
nest with young at Moreton Eye on 24 Jun and fledglings there on 20 Jul; a nest with young at 
Eardisley West on 2 Jul and fledglings on 16 Jul, with another nest with young there on 14 Aug 
and fledglings reported at Perrystone Hill and at Newton near St Margarets, both on 8 Jul, and 
at Donnington on 3 Sep.  

The highest count recorded was five at the following locations: Broxwood Court Almeley on 22 
May; Staunton Green on 15 Jun; Perrystone Hill on 8 Jul; Moreton Eye on 5 Aug and Eardisley 
West on 14 Aug.

Robin (European Robin)      Erithacus rubecula 

Abundant resident

There were nearly 2,400 records received, boosted this year by Garden Birdwatch data, which 
included 34 1-km locations where confirmed breeding was reported. The earliest breeding 
record was an occupied nest at Staunton Green on 18 Apr and fledglings were seen at Ledbury 
Central on 19 Apr. A pair was noted feeding each other at Bishopstone West on 5 Apr and at 
Kenchester Pools on 7 May. 

The larger counts were: 17 at Cole’s Tump Orcop Hill on 18 Apr; 16 at Gilbert’s Hill Wood 
Abbey Dore on 1 May; 13 at Downton Gorge NNR on 10 May; 16 at Hartleton Lakes on 25 Sep; 
20 on Garway Hill on 10 Oct and 23 at Burley Gate on 18 Oct. In early March, four dead Robins 
were reported at Elton, casualties of the snow and bitter cold weather.

Pied Flycatcher (European Pied Flycatcher)               Ficedula hypoleuca 

Fairly common summer visitor             BoCC listed: Red

There were 40 records from 25 locations, the highest number of records and sites for the last five 
years. The earliest record was from Birtley on 15 Apr and the latest was from Wapley Hill on 24 
Jul, a month earlier than last year. The highest count was of 10 at Vowchurch East on 9 May, all 
other counts were of three or less.
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There was one confirmed breeding record at Red Daren, where fledglings were seen on 17 June, 
and there were four probable breeding sites: Mary Knoll Valley, Nokelane Head Staunton on 
Arrow, Shobdon Hill Wood East and Wigmore Rolls Central. For other breeding records, see 
the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust Nestbox Recording Scheme report (on pages 140 – 141). 

Black Redstart                                                                            Phoenicurus ochurus

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; has bred                                 BoCC listed: Red

There were two sightings: a single male at Leominster Priory from 12 to 19 Feb (R. Higgins) and 
single at Wolferlow on 12 Apr (S. Smith).

Redstart (Common Redstart)       Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Common summer visitor     BoCC listed: Amber

The earliest record was from Garway West on 9 Apr and the latest was at Swainshill on 11 Sep. 

Breeding was confirmed at six locations: Bircher Common West, Croft Castle, Garway Hill 
Common, Merbach Hill, Red Daren and The Weir Garden, with fledglings noted from 7 Jun. 
The largest counts were: eight at Red Daren on 4 May and 17 Jun and at Garway Hill Common 
on 17 May.

Whinchat             Saxicola rubetra 

Uncommon summer visitor and passage migrant             BoCC listed: Red

There were only two sightings compared to 13 last year; these were: one at Red Daren on 17 Jun, 
that probably bred there, and one at Kenchester Pools on 18 Aug. 

Stonechat (European Stonechat)        Saxicola rubicola 

Uncommon resident

There were 58 records, quite a few less than the 103 reported last year, but similar to the number 
in 2016. Although there were records in each month of the year, only one verified breeding 
record was noted of two adults and three juveniles on Garway Hill on 15 Aug. 

The largest count was four at the following locations: Adleymoor Common Buckton on 9 Mar; 
Cross End Farm Moccas on 27 May; Red Daren on 17 Jun; Olchon Valley apex on 22 Jul and 
Hergest Ridge NE on 3 Oct.

Wheatear (Northern Wheatear)                 Oenanthe oenanthe

Fairly common summer visitor and uncommon passage migrant 

The number of records received was 43, which is similar to last year. The earliest sighting was 
from Letton Lake on 23 Mar and the latest was on Hergest Ridge NE on 5 Oct.  

There were no confirmed or probable breeding records this year. The larger groups seen were: 
10 on Garway Hill on 14 Apr, four there on 19 Apr and seven on 21 Apr; six on Bradnor Hill on 
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3 May; four on Red Daren on 4 May and six on Vagar Hill on 6 May.

Dipper (White-throated Dipper)           Cinclus cinclus 

Fairly common resident       BoCC listed: Amber

As usual, most records were from either the Monnow river catchment area or from the upper 
reaches of the rivers in the north-west of the county. However, this year there were also a number 
of sightings from the Leominster area and one each from Docklow and Welsh Bicknor. Most 
counts were of ones and twos; the largest sighting was of four at Lyonshall Park on the River 
Arrow on 25 Feb.

There were 20 confirmed breeding sites from the River Monnow catchment area and eight from 
river sites in the north-west of the county, a very good result from some dedicated monitoring 
of breeding of this species across the county. 

House Sparrow       Passer domesticus 

Abundant resident

Reporting of this species increased from previous years, due to the inclusion of HOC Garden 
Birdwatch data, so breeding was consequently confirmed at 32 locations – a welcome increase 
from the 20 sites in 2017 – and was probable at 23 others. The earliest breeding record was 
an occupied nest at Staunton Green on 28 Apr and the first fledged youngsters were seen at 
Ledbury Central on 22 May. The last fledglings of the year were reported from Bishopswood 
North on 26 Aug. The largest single flock of adults and recently fledged juveniles consisted of 39 
birds at Pengethley counted on 7 Jun.

Away from breeding sites, the largest counts this year were: 100 at Paytoe Hall Leintwardine on 
25 Feb and two flocks of at least 70 birds at: Buckton on 13 Aug and Bromsash West on 9 Sep.
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Tree Sparrow (Eurasian Tree Sparrow)    Passer montanus

Fairly common resident

Recorded from just five locations – a reduction from six sites in 2017 – this species just about 
maintains a precarious toehold in the county. As in recent years, no breeding was recorded in 
2018. 

The first record of the year came from Clehonger West on 21 Feb. One was seen at Moccas on 
18 Mar whilst a flock of six were at Pontrilas East on the same day. A site in Buckton recorded at 
least one bird on 2 Jun and 24 Jun, so may have remained undetected in the area during the rest 
of the month. The last sighting of the year was of a single at Trippleton Leintwardine on 27 Dec. 

Dunnock                     Prunella modularis 

Abundant resident

Recorded in every month and from 257 different 1-km squares, this species is clearly widespread 
throughout the county. The earliest record of a singing bird was at Bishopstone East on 7 Jan and 
the earliest confirmed breeding was a nest with young at Staunton Green on 27 May. Breeding 
was confirmed at 21 locations, the latest of which was at The Weir Garden on 23 Aug, although 
the probability that confirmed breeding is significantly under-recorded must be high, especially 
as probable and possible breeding was noted at many other sites.

Regular survey effort as part of a project at Burley Gate found counts in excess of 20 birds on 
four occasions during Jan to Apr with the highest count being 31 on 5 Apr and included three 
displaying and seven singing males.

Yellow Wagtail (Western Yellow Wagtail)           Motacilla flava

Fairly common summer visitor and passage migrant          BoCC listed: Red

Observed at 24 different sites, six fewer than in 2017, there was a total of 55 records this year; a 
reduction of almost one-third from the 79 of the previous year, and less than half the number of 
sightings from 2015. The largest counts were: 20 at Kenchester Pools on 24 Aug; 12 at Brockhall 
GP on 27 Aug and 15 at Buckton on 4 Sep, the latter included many juveniles.

The earliest record was of six at Rotherwas Ind Est SW on 13 Apr, four days later than in 2017, 
and the latest was the aforementioned flock of 15 at Buckton on 4 Sep. Previous years have 
recorded birds into Oct, so was this a particularly early return migration season for this species? 

There were confirmed breeding records from three locations, with juveniles seen at: Wellington 
GP on 1 Jul, Brockhall GP on 7 Jul and 9 Aug and Buckton on 4 Sep. Probable breeding was 
recorded from three other sites: Buckton West, Burley Gate and The Wellands Sellack.

Grey Wagtail           Motacilla cinerea 

Fairly common resident             BoCC listed: Red

Despite being observed in 65 separate 1-km squares across the county, confirmed breeding was 
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recorded at only four sites this year, with probable breeding at a further five sites; a slightly 
worrying trend considering the steady increases during previous years.

Pairs were seen visiting probable nest sites at Berrington Hall Pool on 20 Mar and New Hunthouse 
Walterstone on 1 May. Nests with young were found at both Black Hill North and Shawls Farm 
in the Craswall area on 15 May. Single recently fledged juveniles were at Brockhall GP on 15 Jul 
and Eastnor Castle on 30 Jul. 

The highest number of birds seen together was five at Downton Castle South on 8 Feb; there 
were three at Wellington GP on 1 Jul and at Bartonsham Hereford on 12 Nov. 

Pied Wagtail                  Motacilla alba yarrellii

Common resident and abundant winter visitor

The reduction in confirmed breeding sites continued this year, down from 24 just three years 
ago to 13 this year. The earliest evidence of breeding was a bird seen carrying food at Devereux 
Wootton Norton Canon on the relatively late date of 6 Jun and the latest was of fledged juveniles 
at Craswall Priory on 8 Jul.

Once again, as in previous years, there were fewer reports of large gatherings of Pied Wagtail 
and with significantly lower numbers. The two highest counts this year were: 34 at Hartleton 
Lakes on 14 Sep and at least 60 at Wellington NE on 24 Sep. 

White Wagtail                Motacilla alba

Uncommon passage migrant

Just one record was received this year: a single at Wellington GP on 26 Oct.

Meadow Pipit            Anthus pratensis 

Common resident and winter visitor      BoCC listed: Amber

Observed in 69 different 1-km squares, this species was recorded in every month of the 
year. Flocks containing at least 20 birds were encountered 16 times and the highest counts 
were as follows: 30 at Brockhall GP on 10 Feb; 30 at Honeymoor Common Eaton Bishop 
on 11 Mar; at least 30 on Lower Lugg Meadows on 18 Mar; 30 at Garway Hill Common 
on 5 Sep; 50 at Hergest Ridge NE on 3 Oct and the highest count of 58 birds at Goodrich 
South on 28 Dec. 

Confirmed breeding was noted from one site this year when nine birds, including juveniles, 
being fed by adults were observed at Garway Hill Common on 11 Jul. It is assumed that this 
species probably breeds more widely than records indicate, because probable and possible 
breeding was noted at just four sites: 12 birds were in suitable habitat at Red Daren on 5 May; 
a single was seen displaying at Herefordshire Beacon SE on 12 May; one singing bird was 
reported at High Vinnalls West on 28 May and 16 were in suitable habitat at Monkland on 14 
Oct. 
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Tree Pipit              Anthus trivialis 

Fairly common summer visitor                                                                       BoCC listed: Red

The earliest record of this summer visitor was at Cross End Farm Moccas on 14 Apr and the 
latest was at Vagar Hill on 27 Aug.

The highest counts were of 10 at: Moccas Park West on 28 Apr and at Lingen Vallet Wood on 28 
Jun. 

Whilst this species was recorded at 27 sites across the county, and singing males were reported 
from nine sites, evidence of confirmed breeding was much harder to prove, with just one record 
received of two juveniles being fed by adults at Merbach Hill on 18 Jun. Probable breeding was 
noted at three other sites: Credenhill Park Wood on 16 Apr, 21 May and 25 Jun; up to four birds 
at Evens/Mary Knoll/Climbing Jack on 9 and 15 May and two birds in parachute display at High 
Vinnalls on 15 May.

Chaffinch (Common Chaffinch)         Fringilla coelebs 

Abundant resident

Breeding was confirmed at 11 sites this year: Bishopstone East, Bishopswood North, Chase Wood 
South Coughton, Coldstone Cross Kingstone, Colwall, Devereux Wootton Norton Canon, Garway 
Hill Common, Herefordshire Golf Club Wormsley, Pencoyd, St Margarets and The Wellands Sellack. 
In addition, probable breeding was recorded at 17 other sites.

The largest flock was 250 at Weston under Penyard on 28 Jan. Other large flocks included: 150 
birds at Weobley North on 23 Jan and 110 there on 4 Dec and a flock of at least 80 in hedges by 
a feeding station at Deerfold near Lingen on 18 Feb. 

Brambling             Fringilla montifringilla 

Common winter visitor

Recorded on 88 days (almost double that of previous years) at 66 different sites (again, double 
the previous year), the vast majority of sightings were in the early winter period between 
Jan and Apr. The first record of the year was a single at Wapley Hill on 2 Jan and the last 
was a single at Hartleton Lakes on 25 Apr. The first returning bird in the autumn was at Wapley 
Hill on 23 Oct and the last record of the year was of two at Wolferlow on 30 Dec.

As usual, many of the records were of birds feeding on garden feeders. As expected, there was a 
notable peak of activity in Mar with birds recorded on 25 days at 38 different sites reflecting the 
usual movement of birds passing through the county on their way back to Scandinavia. 

This year saw several very large flocks frequenting sites, sometimes for several days at a time, 
with the highest count of what must have been a stunning spectacle of approximately 500 
birds, accompanied by a few Chaffinch and 15 Lesser Redpoll, feeding on fallen beech mast at 
Croft Castle on 15 Nov. They were also reported to be feeding in stubble fields nearby. Slightly 
fewer, but no less impressive, was a flock of 320 birds at Weobley North on 23 Jan although 
they had reduced to 28 birds by 18 Feb. Smaller groups consisting of 30 birds were recorded at: 
Monnington on Wye on 28 Dec and Bircher Common East on 29 Dec. 
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Hawfinch           Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

Uncommon resident             BoCC listed: Red

Following the extraordinary events of the previous year where an unprecedented influx of 
Hawfinch occurred across the UK, the early winter period of 2018 continued to deliver records 
of Hawfinch from a wide variety of locations throughout the county. A detailed analysis of this 
unique event, covering the whole winter period, can be found in the HOC Annual Report 2017 
(pages 113 – 114). 

The first sighting of the year came from High Vinnalls on 2 Jan. Multiple reports continued 
throughout the next four months from 38 different 1-km squares. Flocks of more than 10 birds 
were found at five different locations: 20 at Pen-y-Lan Hardwicke on 11 Feb; an impressive 
flock of up to 48 birds at Leominster North from 12 to 19 Feb; 22 at Leominster SE on 15 Feb 
(possibly a mobile group from the previous flock); 10 at Burcher Titley on 19 Feb and 15 at 
Bishopswood North on 17 Apr. 

Whilst no confirmed breeding records of this elusive species were proven, an intriguing report 
was received of a bird making at least seven separate visits to garden feeders at Bishopswood 
North on 4 Jun. On most of these occasions it flew off without apparently being disturbed and 
headed in the same direction. On some occasions it would be back within approximately 10 
minutes. It is conceivable that this behaviour could indicate the presence of hungry youngsters 
nearby. Indeed, further weight to this possibility was added on 10 Jun when the same behaviour 
was repeated. 

Other records received during the summer, which therefore could conceivably have been 
breeding, consisted of single birds seen at: Coughton on 9 Jun and Little Gorsley North on 15 
and 18 Jun. 

Only two sightings were made during the second winter period: four birds at Croft SE on 22 Oct 
and two at Queenswood South on 29 Oct.

Bullfinch (Eurasian Bullfinch)       Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

Common resident       BoCC listed: Amber

This is a widespread species in Herefordshire, recorded from 167 1-km squares across the 
county; just five fewer than the previous year. Breeding was confirmed at just two sites where 
fledglings were seen: Wigmore NE on 3 Jul and Walford East near Brampton Bryan on 24 Jul. 
Probable breeding was noted at 11 other locations during the period 20 Mar – 26 Jul: Brampton 
Bryan East, Bringsty Common SE, Burley Gate, Credenhill Park Wood, Devereux Wootton 
Norton Canon, Donnington, Eardisley West, Hollow Lane Ledbury, Newton near St. Margarets, 
St Margarets and Wellington GP. 

Sightings of five or more birds occurred at 17 different sites, the higher counts were: nine at 
Warham on 1 Jan; seven at Wapley Hill and The Birches Byton Hand, both on 2 Jan; seven at 
Bodenham Lake on 22 Jan; seven at Brockhall GP on 9 Feb and eight at Downton Gorge NNR 
on 15 Mar. 
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Greenfinch (European Greenfinch)            Chloris chloris 

Abundant resident

Records of birds suffering from trichomonosis were thankfully drastically reduced this year 
with just one report of a male feeding on sunflower seeds at Eardisley West on 5 Aug. Prompt 
action by the householder of cleaning and relocating the food and water supply almost certainly 
prevented any further outbreaks occurring. 

Breeding was confirmed at 11 sites: Bishopswood North, Chase Wood Coughton, Coldstone 
Cross Kingstone, Coneygree Wood Ledbury, Garway Hill Common, Ledbury SW, Lower Hill 
Farm Breinton, Moreton Eye, Oyster Hill Colwall, Pencoyd and St Margarets.

Counts of 15 birds or more came from seven different sites: 18 at Sunnyside Orcop on 6 Jan 
and 15 there on 9 Jan; 20 at The Wellands Sellack on 6 Jan; 15 at Weobley North on 23 Jan; 20 at 
Bodenham Lake on 30 Jan; 18 at Westfields Hereford on 2 Mar; 15 at Crowmore Burghill on 6 Mar 
and 16 at Coldstone Cross Kingstone on 11 and 18 Mar.

Linnet (Common Linnet)                  Linaria cannabina 

Common resident             BoCC listed: Red

Linnet were recorded in 124 1-km squares; a similar number to the previous year. Breeding 
was confirmed at only two sites during 2018: juveniles seen on an HOC walk at Docklow East 
on 17 Jul and a nest with young in a box topiary in a garden at Staunton Green on 8 Aug and 
fledglings seen there from 24 Aug.  In addition, probable breeding (pairs) were recorded at a 
further eight locations: Bishopswood North, Devereux Wootton Norton Canon, Donnington, 
Ferneyhall Dingle Leintwardine, Hollow Lane Ledbury, Merbach Hill, Netherton Farm Eastnor 
and Pengethley.

The largest flock was an impressive 200 plus at Bradnor Hill on 20 Jul. Elsewhere, other large 
flocks included: 100 at Moccas Park West on 16 Mar; 100 at Whitehouse Grange Tretire on 30 
Aug and 80 at Lower Veldifer Stretton Sugwas on 27 Oct.

Lesser Redpoll (Common Redpoll)       Acanthis cabaret 

Fairly common resident and common winter visitor         BoCC listed: Red

Sightings came from 48 1-km squares with 90% of the records received during the Jan – Apr 
period. The latest record for the first winter period was of at least 20 birds at Evens/Mary Knoll/
Climbing Jack on 30 Apr. The earliest sightings in the second winter period were of singles at 
Black Darren and at Little Black Hill Llanveynoe, both on 3 Oct. As in previous years, many 
of the records received were of birds feeding in gardens and often mixed with other species of 
finch, particularly Siskin and Goldfinch. 

The largest flock recorded frequented a garden in Coldstone Cross Kingstone between 7 Jan and 
15 Apr where a peak count of 62 was made on 25 Mar. Other significant flocks consisted of: 30 
at Wapley Hill on 2 Jan; at least 50 at High Vinnalls on 14 Nov and 30 at Brockhall GP on 22 
Dec.
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Crossbill (Red Crossbill)         Loxia curvirostra 

Uncommon resident and fairly common winter visitor

Records came from 19 1-km squares this year; a similar number to last year but an increase on 
previous years. There was no confirmed evidence of this species breeding early, but a pair in 
suitable habitat was reported from New House Wood Craswall on 10 Mar.

Sightings often consist of flocks, and groups of 10 or more birds were found at: High Vinnalls 
South on 13 Jan; Moccas Park West on 4 and 18 Feb and 28 Apr and Wapley Hill on 17 Sep. 
Elsewhere, birds were reported from the following sites: Buckton West, Croft Castle, Cross End 
Farm Moccas, Hentland, Hergest Croft Gardens, Penyard Park East, Prior’s Frome South, The 
Birches Byton Hand, Weston under Penyard West and Wigmore Rolls Central.

Goldfinch (European Goldfinch)                  Carduelis carduelis 

Abundant resident

Breeding was confirmed at 15 sites with evidence of probable breeding reported from a further 
26 sites. 

Flocks exceeding 50 birds were reported as follows: a flock frequenting a garden throughout the 
year at Coldstone Cross Kingstone that peaked at 58 on 11 Mar, and again on 7 Oct, and only 
fell into single figures during the breeding months of Jun – Aug; 55 at Pipe and Lyde North on 
19 Aug; 50 at Buckton West on 8 Sep and at least 50 at Croft Castle on 26 Oct. 

Siskin (Eurasian Siskin)                 Spinus spinus 

Fairly common resident and common winter visitor 

Breeding evidence was confirmed at: Ledbury SW on 5 May; Moreton Eye on 3 Jun and Linton 
Wood East Gorsley on 27 Jun. Probable breeding was restricted to one observation: a female 
seen carrying nesting material at Moccas Park West on 1 May. Singing birds were heard at 
Leintwardine on the early date of 15 Feb and at Tatteridge Hill Leintwardine on 19 Feb and later 
singing records were received from both Downton Gorge NNR and High Vinnalls South on 10 
May.  

The largest flock recorded was an astonishing 205 swirling around alders at Graham’s Cottage 
Leintwardine on 2 Jan. Other more usual-sized groups included: 100 at Mary Knoll Valley on 
7 Feb, 60 at Leominster North on 13 and 14 Feb, 85 at Croft SE on 24 Mar and 80 (possibly 
including some returning birds from the early winter period) at Graham’s Cottage Leintwardine 
on 3 Dec. 

Yellowhammer                    Emberiza citrinella 

Abundant resident             BoCC listed: Red

Breeding was confirmed from just three locations this year as the steady national decline 
continues: a nest with eggs at The Wellands Sellack on 3 Jun; an adult carrying food at Lugg 
Bridge Quarry on 10 Jun and six adults with three juveniles at Merbach Hill on 14 Jul and a 
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juvenile was still present there on 11 Aug. Probable breeding was reported from 10 different 
1-km squares and singing males were present in a further 16 locations, suggesting that as in the 
last few years, breeding success may be under-recorded. 

Of the larger flocks reported this year, the following are most noteworthy: 28 at Weobley 
North on 23 Jan; 30 at Garway West on 23 Oct; 33 at Burley Gate on 21 Nov; 30 at Hill of Eaton 
Brampton Abbotts on 23 Nov and the largest flock recorded this year was of 50 birds at Trippleton 
Leintwardine on 27 Dec.

Reed Bunting (Common Reed Bunting)               Emberiza schoeniclus 

Common resident      BoCC listed: Amber

Confirmed breeding was reported on five different dates from four different sites: adults were 
carrying food at Wellington GP on 29 May and 21 Jun and also along the River Wye at Rotherwas 
on 3 Jul; distraction displaying was observed at Monkland on 10 Jun and juveniles were present 
on Gamber Meadows on 23 Jul. Five additional sites recorded probable breeding: Falcon Lane 
Wood Ledbury, Letton Lake, along the River Clun north of Leintwardine, Wellington GP and 
Winforton SW. 

Of the larger flocks encountered this year, the highest count was of at least 20 birds at Wellington 
GP on 15 Apr. Elsewhere, there were: 15 at Weobley North on 4 Dec; 12 at Ganarew on 23 Dec 
and 16 at Trippleton Leintwardine on 27 Dec.

[The species accounts in this section were written by: Mike Bailey, Tony 
Eveleigh, Norman Fincham, Gareth & Una Morgan, Gerald Parker, John 
Pullen, Robert Taylor and Gerald Wells]

-------------------------------------
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Exotica & escapes                                      

This section includes those species observed during the year from BOU categories D (it is doubted 
that they have ever occurred in a natural state) and E (introductions, human-assisted transportees 
or escapees from captivity, and, if breeding, are thought not to be self-sustaining). 

Reeves’s Pheasant                   Syrmaticus reevesii

Three were seen at Wayend Street Eastnor on 11 Mar and then a single male was there on 18 Mar 
and 29 Aug.

Cackling Goose                                                       Branta hutchinsii minima

A single was seen at Hartleton Lakes on 17 Jan. 

While this species was added to the British List in March 2016 the observation noted here is not 
consistent with the circumstances for occurrence of wild birds.

Greylag Goose (Domestic)                                                                    Anser anser

A single was present at Brockhall GP on 18 Jun.

Barnacle x Canada Goose (hybrid)

A single was seen at Hartleton Lake on 21 Mar and remained there until 12 Apr.  

Mallard (Domestic)                                                                   Anas platyrhynchos

A number were present on the R. Wye at Rotherwas on 4 Jul.

Wood Duck                                                                                            Aix sponsa

Sightings were reported from three locations: a single on the R. Wye at Symonds Yat East on 5 Jun; 
two at Wellington GP on 13 Jun and a single there on 25 and 27 Jun and a single on the R. Wye at 
Holme Lacy on 20 Nov.

Crimson Rosella                                                                       Platycercus elegans                                                

One was seen at Eign Hill Hereford on 2 Jul.

Diamond Dove                                                                                 Geopelia cuneata

There was a single sighting of a bird in a garden close to Hartleton Lakes East on 21 Jul but it 
was not present the following day.

Tony Eveleigh
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Summer and winter migrants

Summer migrants – earliest and latest dates

Species Earliest 
in 2018

Location Latest in 
2018

Location

Garganey 31 Mar Brockhall GP 18 Apr R. Wye Hampton 
Bishop

Osprey 6 Apr Lower Lugg Meadows 19 May Birtley

Ringed Plover 16 Apr Brockhall GP 19 Aug Kenchester Pools

Little Ringed 
Plover

29 Mar Brockhall GP 22 Sep Kenchester Pools

Common     
Sandpiper

12 Apr Hartleton Lakes 22 Sep Kenchester Pools

Greenshank 20 Apr Brockhall GP 7 Nov Wellington GP

Cuckoo 15 Apr Chase Wood, Coughton 22 Jun Birtley

Swift 21 Apr Bartonsham, Hereford 
& Eardisland

9 Sep Railway Station,     
Hereford

Hobby 22 Apr Hoarwithy 4 Oct Wellington GP

Sand Martin 17 Mar Lower Lugg Meadows 6 Sep Winforton South

Swallow 29 Mar Sink Green 1 Oct The Wellands, Sellack

House Martin 4 Apr R. Wye Ross-on-Wye 14 Oct Coldstone Cross,  
Kingstone & Monkland

Wood Warbler 23 Apr Wigmore Rolls 28 Jun Lingen Vallet Wood

Willow Warbler 30 Mar Brockhall GP 3 Oct Swainshill

Sedge Warbler 8 Apr Wellington GP 22 Aug Gamber Meadows

Reed Warbler 26 Apr Pencoyd 30 Aug Pencoyd

Grasshopper 
Warbler

7 Jun Burley Gate –                –

Garden Warbler 12 Apr Hartleton Lakes 2 Sep Garnon’s Hill

Lesser         
Whitethroat

21 Apr Brockhall GP,          
Lower Hope Ullingswick, 
Lugg Bridge Quarry & 
Wellington GP

2 Sep Wellington GP

Whitethroat 12 Apr Hartleton Lakes 21 Sep Widemarsh, Hereford
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Species Earliest 
in 2018

Location Latest in 
2018

Location

Ring Ouzel –                – 3 Oct The Darrens

Spotted Flycatcher 14 May Hergest Croft Gardens 7 Sep High Vinnals

Pied Flycatcher 15 Apr Birtley 24 Jul Wapley Hill

Redstart 9 Apr Garway West 11 Sep Swainshill

Whinchat 17 Jun Red Daren 18 Aug Kenchester Pools

Wheatear 23 Mar Letton Lakes 5 Oct Hergest Ridge

Yellow Wagtail 13 Apr Rotherwas Ind. Estate 4 Sep Buckton

Tree Pipit 14 Apr Moccas Park 27 Aug Vagar Hill

Winter migrants – latest and earliest dates

Species 1st winter       
period in 

2018

Location 2nd winter 
period in 

2018

Location

Pink-footed Goose –                – 24 Oct Wellington GP

Bewick’s Swan –                – 25 Nov R. Wye Winforton 

Whooper Swan 1 Jan R. Wye Winforton 28 Oct Bridge Sollers

Shoveler 20 Jun Kenchester Pools 11 Aug Brockhall GP

Wigeon 18 Apr Wellington GP 29 Sep Brockhall GP

Pintail 11 Apr Lugg Meadows 15 Dec Wellington GP

Teal 4 May R. Clun Leintwardine 2 Jun Brockhall GP

Pochard 13 Apr Brockhall GP 8 Jul Wellington GP

Goldeneye 8 May R. Wye Rotherwas 23 Sep Wellington GP

Golden Plover 16 Apr Bradnor Hill 3 Oct Hergest Ridge

Jack Snipe 5 Apr Wellington GP 29 Dec Wellington GP

Snipe 22 Apr Wellington GP 21 Jul Brockhall GP

Fieldfare 14 Apr Lower Veldifer,       
Stretton Sugwas

7 Oct Moreton Eye

Redwing 10 Apr Brockhampton, near 
Bromyard 

24 Sep Staplow, near Ledbury

Brambling 25 Apr Hartleton Lakes 23 Oct Wapley Hill
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Wetland warblers in Herefordshire – an historical review

This article was stimulated by observations from Pullen (2016) from a site in Herefordshire 
(Gamber Meadows) suggesting there may be a change taking place in the relative status of Sedge 
Warbler Acrocephalus schoenabaenus and Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus populations, 
with the former species declining and the latter increasing – a reversal of the long-term historical 
status of the two species in Herefordshire. 

To test this hypothesis, previously published studies by the Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club, founded 
in 1851, and data from the Herefordshire Ornithological Club (HOC) from 1951 to 2018 have been 
reviewed.  Population trends are described, with links to habitat and climatic changes explored. For 
the sake of completeness, two other wetland warblers recorded in Herefordshire, Marsh Warbler 
Acrocepalus palustris and Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti have been included in the review.

Previously published studies

Bull (1888) produced the first comprehensive review of Herefordshire’s birds, noting the impact 
of the severe winters of 1879-80 and 1880-81, which ‘had been very fatal to our summer visitors, 
not only to Warblers…whose migratory habits might have been expected to have enabled them to 
get beyond its influence.’ Changes in habitats are also noted, including the draining of marshes 
at Shobdon and Berrington and the demise of barges on the Wye, superseded by railway traffic, 
resulting in less disturbance to riverine species.

The Reed Warbler is described as ‘not common’, being found mainly in the west and north of the 
county, in localities where ‘reeds or bulrushes abound’ with breeding recorded at Tyberton, Moccas 
and Shobdon amongst other unidentified localities. In contrast, the Sedge Warbler is described as 
being ‘common throughout the county, in the valleys of the Lugg, and the Arrow, and on the 
banks of the Wye.’ There are no records for either Marsh or Cetti’s Warbler from this period.

Gilbert & Walker (1954) published a significant update on the status of Herefordshire’s birds. The 
Reed Warbler is described as being on the extreme western limits of its range, with little ground 
suitable for nesting and recorded at only one (unnamed) site, but subsequently identified at 
Shobdon, where ‘40-60 pairs’ were reported breeding during the years 1885 to 1918 but are 
reported as having declined to two or three pairs at most by 1952 due to changes in the breeding 
habitat, although a subsequent review (see Ammonds, 1981), suggests the decline may not have 
been as severe as reported. The Sedge Warbler is described as breeding in all suitable moist 
localities, but suffering from increased drainage.

The first county record for Marsh Warbler is reported by Gilbert & Walker (1954), with a singing 
male observed in a suitable habitat in 1936. The species is described as being, like the Reed 
Warbler, at the north-western limit of its range and needing its own special habitat for breeding 
described as ‘not over water but in ‘rubbishy’ dry ground near water as a rule, and wandering 
far away from water at times into corn and bean fields’. The first breeding records are from two 
localities in 1938, with five nests found and recorded annually at one of the sites until the time of 
writing (1952). In total, the species was recorded breeding at up to five sites in the county.

Walker & Smith (1975) provided a further update on Herefordshire’s birds, drawing on records 
from the HOC founded in 1950. The only changes reported for Reed Warbler are that the 
number of breeding pairs recorded at the only known breeding site in the county had risen to 
around 20-30, with nests in scattered areas of dense Phragmites reed. It seems likely that the 
increase between 1952 and 1975 is a consequence of changes in observer activity rather than 
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the number of breeding pairs, since Ammonds (1981) states that breeding numbers at Shobdon 
remained remarkably constant between the 1930s and the early 1980s. A reduction in Sedge 
Warbler is reported, with its status being described as ‘still present here and there throughout 
our valley regions, but has now become distinctly scarce’.

Further details on Marsh Warbler are reported by Walker & Smith (1975), with the breeding 
localities identified as being on the Wye bank near Hereford, at various points along the Lower 
Lugg and beside the Wye near Ross. Heavy rains in June 1954 destroyed all the suitable nesting 
habitats, covering them with mud, and although three birds were recorded singing ‘the birds left 
without nesting, and have never bred in the county since’. Singing males were recorded in 1964 
and 1969, but with no evidence of breeding.

Detailed summaries for Reed and Marsh Warbler have been published by the HOC (Ammonds,  
1981; Walker, 1993).

Ammonds (1981) describes the history of the Reed Warbler colony at Shobdon, stating that it 
is the only breeding site in the county, but that it appears occasionally on passage elsewhere, 
including at Aymestry and Moccas. The Phragmites reed beds at Shobdon were established during 
the 18th and 19th centuries, providing (at the time of writing) the only suitable breeding habitat in 
the county for Reed Warbler. Ammonds notes the remarkable constancy of the number of singing 
males (pairs?) since the 1930s, with around 30 birds recorded annually, which is contrasted 
with the decline in the number of Sedge Warbler which is described as having ‘declined almost 
to extinction in the county’. The relative success of the Reed Warbler is attributed to the greater 
length of its breeding season – arriving invariably in late April, and still feeding young in August 
– enabling second broods should the first fail. Ammonds speculates on the longer-term future of 
the species in Herefordshire, citing concerns about Starling flocks gathering in June in the reed 
beds and the effects of heavy snowfall in winter damaging the following seasons’ nesting habitat.  
He concludes by affirming ‘the urgency for the Nature Trust to establish a reed bed on one of their 
reserves if the future of the Reed Warbler in the county is to be assured.’
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Walker (1993) provides a detailed history of the Marsh Warbler in Herefordshire (based on notes 
of a lecture given by him to HOC at a Members’ Evening in 1984). The ecology and behaviour 
of the species are contrasted with that of the Reed Warbler, with great detail provided about 
breeding behaviour. The final moments of the last Marsh Warbler to breed in Herefordshire in 
the withy-bed by the Lugg at Hampton Bishop in 1953 is described in poignant detail:

“The nest was soon built close to the river’s edge. It was slung high in a patch of very tall 
reed-grass incorporating 4 or 5 of the tall stems, it was 34 inches above the ground. The first 
egg was laid on 1st. July, there were only three eggs, and on the 4th. July the hen was sitting 
hard. The weather now turned wet and very windy, blowing the slender reed-grass wildly 
to and fro, giving the incubating bird a rough passage. After a few days the stems had bent 
to 45 degrees from the vertical, they were actually overhanging the water and the nest was 
nearly on its side. The devoted hen-bird stuck to her task, and the three chicks hatched on 
the morning of the 16th. but the gales persisted and the inevitable catastrophe ensued. On 
the morning of the 20th. I found the nest hanging by its handle, upside down and empty, 
tossed to and fro by gusts of wind. One adult bird was seen nearby. The blind, unfeathered 
chicks had no doubt fallen straight to their death by drowning in the river. These …. proved 
to be the last [breeding birds] we saw in Herefordshire.” 

Davies et al. (2014) report on the most recent systematic survey of wetland warblers in Herefordshire, 
carried out between 2007 and 2012 as part of the HOC County Atlas project. 

The decline in Sedge Warbler in the county between the end of the 19th century and the second 
half of the 20th century appears to have reversed in recent decades, with the species recorded in 
71 tetrads and breeding confirmed in 16 and probable in a further 15. Extrapolation to national 
data suggests that there may be just over 1,000 territories in Herefordshire.  

The logic behind the ‘extrapolation’ used for both Sedge and Reed Warbler is described in detail 
in the County Atlas (section 3.5.5, p.50). As stated in the County Atlas, there are limitations to 
the calculation used, and for species that are not reasonably widespread (such as seabirds and 
some waterbirds) there are likely to be significant over or under estimates depending on tetrads 
surveyed. The localised distribution of wetland warblers is likely to have contributed to some 
error in the number of estimated territories, which appear higher than expected (particularly 
for Sedge Warbler) on the basis of other available records.  

The species is described as being ‘reasonably numerous in many parts of the county, notably 
along the River Wye, south of Hereford, the rivers Lugg and Teme and Wellington Gravel 
Pits.’ Gravel pits have become an increasingly important breeding habitat for Sedge Warbler, 
minimising the effect of the gradual loss of suitable riverine habitats. Davies et al. speculate that 
without an increase in gravel extraction or improvement of riverine habitats there is unlikely to 
be a significant increase in the number of breeding pairs in the county. 

Reed Warbler was recorded in only 25 tetrads, with breeding confirmed in 11 and probable in 
a further eight. Extrapolation to national data suggests a breeding population of 124 pairs. The 
only two sites where the mean count exceeded two birds per hour during timed tetrad visits were 
Upper Lugg Meadows and Wellington Gravel Pits. Confirmed breeding from a cluster of tetrads 
in the Kingstone/Clehonger area were noted as being of particular interest.

A singing passage Cetti’s Warbler on the River Wye at Clifford on 16th May 2012 is recorded in 
the County Atlas (although incorrectly listed as the fourth, rather than third for the county). 
There were no records for Marsh Warbler during the period of the Atlas project.
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Analysis of HOC records 1951 to 2018

HOC records have been analysed in detail. There are inevitable limitations in the analysis due 
to changes in the way records were collected and reported over the period and to probable 
changes in observer activity and locations. Nevertheless, by focusing on trends in the data 
it is possible to determine patterns of change, which can be compared with the previously 
published reviews. Four variables for each of the species have been analysed:

1. Total number of records.

2. Estimated number of breeding pairs (based on records of singing males and/or other 
evidence of confirmed or probable breeding).

3. Number of probable breeding sites (based on records of singing males and/or other 
evidence of confirmed or probable breeding).

4. Number of birds ringed at Much Marcle.

Records of singing males in a suitable breeding habitat only represent ‘possible’ breeding, but in the 
context of a study that is focused on changes in trends over time, rather than on absolute numbers, it 
is considered acceptable to include these records within the estimates. It is also worth noting that it 
has been suggested that both Reed and Sedge Warbler are likely to have been under-recorded in the 
county (see The Birds of Herefordshire 2004, Herefordshire Ornithological Club, pages 151-152). 

Graphical representations, with smoothed trend lines, are shown for Reed and Sedge Warbler 
only. The data for Marsh and Cetti’s Warbler, being much fewer, are summarised in accompanying 
text.

Total number of records

The total number of records is shown in Figure 1. 
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The analysis shows that the number of records for Sedge and Reed Warbler remained relatively 
constant between 1951 and 1975, but with a small decrease in the numbers of Sedge Warbler 
between the early 1950s and the late 1960s. However, from the late 1970s the number of records 
for Sedge Warbler began to increase, continuing to 2018 and with the rate of increase rising 
almost exponentially since around 2005. The number of records for Reed Warbler has also 
increased, but at a lower and slower rate than Sedge Warbler, since the mid-1990s. For both 
species there have been considerable annual fluctuations in the number of records.

The data for Marsh Warbler have been described previously.

The first record for Cetti’s Warbler in Herefordshire is of a single singing male at Berrington 
Hall Pool observed several times during the first half of April 2002, confirming the prescience 
of Mason (2000) who stated that ‘Cetti’s Warbler is nesting in most of the adjacent counties and 
should hopefully extend their territory into Herefordshire with continuing mild winters’. The 
species has been recorded intermittently since, with further records in 2005 (Wellington GP); 
2012 (Clifford, River Wye); 2013 (Sellack Marsh); 2014 (Brewardine); 2016 (Wellington GP and 
a juvenile ringed at Much Marcle); 2017 (Wellington GP); 2018 (Wellington GP and Lugg Bridge 
Quarry). There are no confirmed breeding records for Cetti’s Warbler in Herefordshire.

Breeding pairs

The estimated number of breeding pairs is shown in Figure 2.

The numbers of estimated breeding pairs of Sedge and Reed Warbler show slightly different 
trends over time compared with the trends in the number of records. The number of Sedge 
and Reed Warbler breeding pairs were similar and remained relatively constant between 1951 
and the early 1980s, although there is evidence of a slight reduction in breeding pairs of Sedge 
Warbler between the late 1950s and the early 1980s. A rapid increase in the number of Sedge 
Warbler pairs began in the early 1980s and continued until around 2010, since when there  
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Sedge Warbler have been recorded at more sites than Reed Warbler for the whole period 
1951-2018, with a gradual reduction in the number of breeding sites for Sedge Warbler from 
the early 1960s until the late 1970s. There has been a constant but increasingly rapid rise in 
the number of sites since the early 1980s for Sedge Warbler and since the early 1990s for Reed 
Warbler. The rise in number of Sedge Warbler sites has been increasing more rapidly than that 
for Reed Warbler.  

 Ringing records

Ringing of Sedge and Reed Warbler at Much Marcle has been taking place since the mid 1990s 
as part of the BTO’s Constant Effort Sites (CES) Scheme. In the late 1990s similar numbers 
of Sedge and Reed Warbler were ringed, but, whilst the numbers of Sedge Warbler ringed 
have remained relatively constant over the period, there has been an increasingly rapid rise in 
the number of Reed Warbler ringed, but with significant annual fluctuations (see Figure 4).  
The ringing records present a different pattern of change compared with the other variables 
reviewed, and are almost certainly linked to changes in the habitat at Much Marcle since the 
Constant Effort Site started in 1995. Initially it was very much scrub, which seemed to favour 
the Sedge Warblers. As Westons increased cider production, the amount of waste water they 
discharged into the site rose dramatically (it was designed initially for 17,000 cubic metres per 
year, but in the 2000s they were discharging c.100,000 cubic metres per year) and it became 
much wetter. This change in the habitat seemed to favour Reed Warbler and adversely affect 
Sedge Warbler (Dave Coker, personal communication).

appears to have been a slight decline. A rise in the number of breeding pairs of Reed Warbler 
did not take place until around 2010.  

Number of sites

The estimated number of breeding sites is shown in Figure 3. 
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Summary and conclusions

It is clear that changes in the populations of wetland warblers in Herefordshire have been taking 
place since the late 19th century. 

Marsh Warbler bred annually in low numbers between 1938 and 1953 but has not been recorded 
since 1976. There has been a substantial shift in the breeding-season distribution of Marsh Warbler 
in the UK since the 1980s, when a robust population was centered between Worcestershire 
and Somerset, but is now limited to only very small numbers of breeding records in Shetland 
and the east coast of England (Balmer et al., 2013). The reason for the decline in numbers 
is not entirely clear, but is probably linked to a variety of factors, including effects of climate 
change, loss of habitat (particularly osier beds) and the relative isolation of the UK population 
from the (stable) mainland European population (Kelsey et al., 1969). It is most unlikely that 
Marsh Warbler will reappear in the county. 

Cetti’s Warbler has been recorded intermittently in very small numbers since 2002, although 
with no breeding records to date. But the prospects of increasing numbers of Cetti’s Warbler and 
breeding taking place must be high, with the species expanding its breeding range westward, 
almost certainly as a result of climate change, from south-east England where it was first recorded 
breeding in 1973. Although population numbers are limited by the effects of severe winters, its 
numbers and range continue to expand (Hayhow et al., 2017), with upwards of 60 pairs breeding 
at Shapwick Heath on the Somerset Levels (RSPB) and breeding first recorded in Gwent in 2001 
(Venables et al., 2008) and in south Gloucestershire in 2014. 

Interpreting changes in Reed and Sedge Warbler populations is more complex, not least because 
the considerable increase in records for both species since the 1990s is undoubtedly in part due 
to greater systematic and centralised collection of observers’ records. 
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The number of Sedge Warbler records, breeding pairs and nesting sites all declined between the 
late 1960s and the later 1970s and early 1980s. The cause of this decline is mainly attributed 
to changes in their winter habitat, with declining rainfall in the Sahel region of west Africa 
significantly reducing adult survival rates (Peach et al., 1991).  The smoothed trend lines mask 
annual peaks and troughs, which are replicated in the BTO’s UK data for the period 1966-2018 
(Woodward et al., 2010), which show troughs for 1973-74, 1984-85, 1992-93, 2005-06 and 
2014-15. The BTO data show a moderate overall decline in numbers in the England between 
1966 and 2018, which is only partially replicated in the Herefordshire data, with declines in the 
number of Sedge Warbler ringed at Much Marcle, a slight reduction in the estimated numbers 
of breeding pairs in Herefordshire since 2010 and the records from Gamber Meadows between 
2005 and 2015 (Pullen, 2016).  

The data for Reed Warbler in Herefordshire show a trend of overall increases in every parameter 
since the mid to late 1990s, although like Sedge Warbler there are considerable annual fluctuations.  
Unlike Sedge Warbler, however, changes in the population of Reed Warbler in the UK appear 
to be unaffected by rainfall in the Sahel region of west Africa (Thaxter et al., 2006). The BTO 
report a ‘remarkable [north and westward] range expansion’ since the 1960s, although the CES 
data show evidence of a decline from 1983 until the early 1990s, followed by a partial recovery 
and another more recent decline (Woodward et al. 2010). The reason for the increase in the UK 
population of Reed Warbler is attributed to improved breeding success, which may be linked to 
climatic change or improved habitat management – although the evidence is sparse (BTO).

In conclusion, within Herefordshire, the demise of the Marsh Warbler, linked most probably 
to a range of factors including loss of suitable habitat, has been countered by the arrival of 
Cetti’s Warbler linked to climatic warming. Changes in the populations of Reed and Sedge 
Warbler are more complex. There is some evidence to support the hypothesis that Reed Warbler 
numbers are increasing and Sedge Warbler numbers are either decreasing or stabilising, but 
it is inconclusive. It seems likely that changes in numbers, whilst in part affected by climatic 
changes, are most probably linked to changes in the availability of suitable breeding habitats, 
with Phragmites reed beds essential for Reed Warbler and the increasing availability of gravel 
pits partially buffering the degradation of riverine and loss of scrubby habitats for Sedge 
Warbler. Further detailed surveys of breeding populations of Reed and Sedge Warbler in 
Herefordshire will be needed to confirm both the relative status of each species and local factors 
affecting their numbers.
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Herefordshire’s Sand Martins

This is a summary of the work that has been done over many years, ringing Sand Martins (Riparia 
riparia) at two breeding sites in Herefordshire, and illustrates some of the fascinating information 
obtained about our local birds. It also suggests how we can help preserve their future.

Why Sand Martins? 

This species is considered a priority species by the BTO. Although common in the UK and Europe, 
populations have declined significantly over the past 50 years. During the winter of 1968 the 
population crashed and numbers breeding in the UK declined by 80%. This was linked to a severe 
drought in their wintering grounds in Africa, limiting food availability (Sharrock, 1977).

Figure 1 from BTO/JNCC BirdTrends 2018 shows the fluctuating nature of the Sand Martin 
population in the UK over the past 40 years, albeit with an enormous degree of variance in the 
data (Woodward et al., 2018).

Figure 1: Sand Martin population trends in UK over 40 years, 1977 – 2017  (Source: BTO/JNCC 
BirdTrends 2018)

The size of the UK Sand Martin population is difficult to determine. Currently, not enough 
information is being gathered about the status of this species across the country. There is insufficient 
coverage nationally to identify any accurate population trend and inform conservation. The number 
of colonies in Herefordshire is unknown. 

Prior to 1968, the UK population was estimated to be 250,000 – 500,000 breeding pairs. By the 
early 1970s it was estimated at 40,000 – 160,000 pairs. Between 1988 and 1991 it had increased 
to an estimated 150,000 – 250,000 pairs (Wingfield Gibbons et al., 1993). 

Background

The earliest computerised BTO record of a Sand Martin being ringed in Herefordshire is 1962. 
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During the 1960s, the colonial habits of the species provided excellent opportunities for ringing 
throughout Europe. Over 400,000 were ringed during this decade. 

But it was not until the 1990s that ringing Sand Martins in Herefordshire began in earnest. The 
majority of the ringing between 1996 and 2001 was by Steve Dodd at a site in Stretton Sugwas. 
The birds were digging nest holes in the banks of a gravel extraction site. As the gravel extraction 
declined, so did the number of suitable ‘faces’ for nesting. No birds were ringed there after 2004. 
Fortunately, due to the temporary nature of their breeding sites, they are an opportunistic nester 
and the colony moves accordingly. 

In 1999, ringing had begun at a breeding site in the bank of the River Wye at Backney. Initially 
this involved the Severn Vale Ringing Group, and has continued to date with Dr Steph Tyler and 
Dan Webb. There are also records of small numbers being ringed or recaptured at various other 
sites in the county.

In total, over 4,500 Sand Martins have been ringed in Herefordshire, more than half of these 
during 1996 – 2001. This table highlights the large number of birds caught (which includes birds 
ringed previously) and newly ringed at Stretton Sugwas in Herefordshire during this period, 
compared to the numbers ringed nationally. It shows that over 2% of the Sand Martins ringed in 
the UK during this six-year period were ringed at one site in Herefordshire – an amazing effort.

Table 1: Ringing totals in UK and Herefordshire during 1996 – 2001 

Year No. of Sand Martins 
ringed in UK

No. caught at          
Stretton Sugwas

No. ringed at        
Stretton Sugwas

1996 34,045 924 601

1997 17,320 347 205

1998 12,273 546 341

1999 13,689 658 377

2000 18,281 823 487

2001 13,576 736 455

Lifestyle

Sand Martins are summer visitors to the UK, breeding in colonies in self-excavated nest holes, 
dug out of vertical banks of rivers or gravel workings. The holes can be up to one metre long. 
They also use terraces of artificial nest chambers, if located in habitats within suitable distance 
of a plentiful food supply (small airborne invertebrates). Breeding sites are not necessarily 
associated with water, but suitable strata for nest digging normally is. Nesting can be several 
kilometres from the feeding area (Sharrock, 1977).

Sand Martins are, on average, arriving in the UK three weeks earlier than they were in the 1960s 
(Newson et al., 2016) and appear in Herefordshire in mid-March (Davies, 2018). However, in 
2018 Sand Martins and other hirundines arrived much later than usual and various locations 
across the UK reported that colonies were much smaller. Whilst the reason for this has yet to be 
established and could be due to factors at their wintering grounds or on their migration route, 
the data we are collecting will help show any local changes and effects.
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Eggs are laid in early May, and incubation lasts about 14 days. Breeding is well synchronised 
within colonies. Some females will have two broods. If the first brood is successful, they are less 
likely to have a second and this helps the adults maintain condition and increase their chances 
of overwintering survival. Males are faithful to their breeding sites, returning to breed each year 
within the feeding area of their natal site. Females move away and will settle in a new area if 
breeding successfully (Cowley, 2009).  

Ringing records have identified birds at least six years old, being recaptured at Backney six 
years after their initial ringing at the same site. During that time they have travelled between 
there and Africa at least twelve times, flying a total distance of over 50,000 kilometres. This is 
a fantastic age, when the typical lifespan is only two years, and the maximum age recorded by 
BTO is 7 years 9 months. It shows what a healthy place Herefordshire is to live!

Migration

After breeding, the birds leave the UK in August/September to return to their wintering ground 
in the Sahel region of southern Africa (from Senegal eastwards). 

The BTO hold details of locally ringed Sand Martins that have been recaptured outside of the 
county, including overseas. Although numbers are relatively small, if assumed to be broadly 
representative of our local birds, they provide really interesting information about the movements 
of the birds once they leave their breeding site. Although absent from the breeding site by mid-
August, local birds have been recaptured in the south of England in September. Many Sand 
Martins move south-east within the UK once they have left Herefordshire. 

During their journey further south, there are records of birds from Herefordshire being recaptured 
in France (9 records), Spain (2), Morocco (1), Algeria (1) and Senegal (4). Also, there are records 
of birds being caught locally that were ringed in France (10) and Senegal (3).

When young birds from the first brood leave their natal site they wander extensively, calling 
at other colonies. They are known to build up enormous roosts in reedbeds near water prior 
to their southern passage. One such roost in Norfolk in 1968 was estimated to contain two 
million birds (Flegg, 2004). Juveniles move 100 – 300 km at a time and stop regularly for up to 
two weeks as they cross Europe. Adult birds move more quickly only stopping for a few days 
(Elphick, 2007). 

Our earliest ringing records from 1965/66 show birds ringed in Essex, Sussex and Kent in late 
July, August and early September (whilst migrating south) were caught at their breeding site in 
Herefordshire in subsequent years. The appearance in Herefordshire of birds ringed in Sussex 
occurred regularly over the next 50 years. Birds ringed here were also caught in late summer 
in Sussex and Kent, suggesting a well-established migration route to Africa via the south-east 
corner of England.

We have records of locally ringed birds recovered on the northern French Channel coast (south 
of Calais and near Le Havre), which is likely to be part of this route, the birds having taken the 
shortest journey across the Channel. There are also recoveries in mainland France, east of Paris, 
as the birds continue south. 

Our data also shows that some Sand Martins may use a different route south from Herefordshire. 
During the 1990s and right up to date, local birds were caught in Hampshire, Dorset and the 
Channel Isles in late August. This is complemented by several recoveries along the western 
Atlantic coast of France, both north and south of La Rochelle.
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In mid-August 2015, there was a recovery of one Herefordshire ringed bird east of Paris and 
another on the French Atlantic coast south of La Rochelle, similar distances from Herefordshire, 
but over 500 km apart. 

The fact that these recoveries in totally different parts of France are at similar times would suggest 
the weather is not responsible for the different routes. Weather can play a role in migration, 
detours may be deliberate to avoid bad weather, or the result of navigational errors in strong winds 
or poor visibility. 

Birds ringed in Senegal, on the west coast of central Africa in January, February and March 
have been recaptured in Herefordshire. A bird ringed locally has also been caught in Senegal in 
November showing that migration is complete by that time. 

Between Herefordshire and Africa, birds ringed here have been caught in northern Spain inland from 
Bilbao, as well as just north of Gibraltar, and in Morocco, following the Atlantic coast towards Senegal.

When the enormous amounts of data for the recoveries of all UK ringed Sand Martins were 
analysed (Flegg, 2004), they confirmed the movements identified above; south across France 
and across Spain then down its east coast, crossing to Africa near Gibraltar. The birds follow 
the African Atlantic coast over the western edge of the Sahara to Senegal.

Return migration is on a much broader front and further east than the southerly route, initially 
across the bulk of the Sahara. The prevalent north wind means that birds which are not fully fed 
and in prime condition do not survive. There has only been one locally breeding bird caught in 
western Europe during its northern passage. This was in April in eastern Algeria which fits with 
the identified easterly return route.

The north African coast is crossed in a wide band east of Gibraltar. The birds travel faster, 
averaging five weeks for the northbound journey.
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Factors affecting survival and productivity

A study by Robinson et al. (2008), including data from the ringing and recapture at Stretton Sugwas, 
identified a correlation between minimum monthly rainfall in the Sahel and survival rates. Increased 
rainfall leads to increased vegetation growth and more insects on their wintering grounds, whereas 
lower rainfall reduces food availability, reducing survival. 

However, Cowley and Siriwardena (2005) suggest the effects of summer rainfall at the breeding 
site is more critical for the survival of British Sand Martins than the effects of the degree of 
rainfall on their wintering grounds. Heavy summer rainfall in the UK suppresses flight by adult 
insects and reduces food supply. In these circumstances, birds find it difficult to feed themselves 
and their young, and are less fit to survive migration and overwintering. 

Szep (1995) found a positive correlation between rainfall in the wintering grounds prior to their 
arrival and annual survival and abundance of Sand Martins in the following breeding season. 
It is interesting to note that a local study of Pied Flycatchers, another African migrant, (Coker, 
2018) also identified that birds overwintering in a wetter habitat have higher productivity the 
following summer. 

Generally, many of these factors are difficult to assess as Sand Martins breeding in different 
areas of Europe winter in different parts of Africa where rainfall may vary considerably, and 
there is limited long-term information available to calculate the survival and productivity of 
colonies in the UK.

Changes in farming practices, the prevalence of intensive arable farming, and the use of insecticides 
can also reduce food availability and affect productivity and survival. The north-west to 
south-east declines in Sand Martins across the British Isles (Balmer et al., 2013) matches the 
gradient of increasing arable farming and pesticide use. In an area where a selective pesticide 
eradicated the most favoured species of insect eaten by House Martins, their average brood size 
reduced by one (Piersma, 2014).

How we can help?

Ringing these birds can provide important information about their movements, site fidelity and 
longevity. Populations continue to be very unstable. To combat this a multi-brooding strategy 
is employed by Sand Martins so that the population increases quickly in ‘good times’ to offset 
significant losses (Cowley, 2009). However, there must be suitable breeding sites available to 
accept the increased numbers at these times.

Modern changes in land use impacts on this, river management and artificial drainage of 
surrounding land can increase water levels in the breeding season. Conversely, in some areas 
the birds are dependent on flooding to produce fresh areas of bank for nesting. Global warming 
may increase the intensity of local rainfall. Legislation to protect nests has also had a negative 
impact in some areas, as quarry owners are reluctant to leave suitable ‘faces’ for fear of falling 
foul of the legislation when they want to continue extraction. 

An artificial bank of nest holes is a relatively inexpensive way of providing a permanent 
breeding site allowing colonies to expand and provide a buffer for any years of low production 
or survival, and with the means of monitoring the local population. There is good potential for 
this locally. The main requirement is an existing Sand Martin colony either breeding or foraging 
in the vicinity (Cowley, 2009). Once occupied, collecting nest recording data and ringing 
fledglings could help identify population trends and protect their future.
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Migrating birds require suitable habitats for feeding and nesting throughout their journey. The 
ringed birds recovered in this study, both in the UK and abroad, are at sites with abundant 
flying invertebrates, usually marshes or water bodies. These sites must be identified, protected 
and restored, in order to maintain a viable population in the UK. The Nature Recovery Networks 
advocated by the Wildlife Trusts can ensure the existence of such sites throughout the UK, 
such as the ones used by local birds in Kent and Sussex prior to migration. Organisations such 
as Birdlife International work with foreign governments and local people to promote similar 
schemes on migration routes overseas and at the bird’s wintering grounds, where deforestation 
and global warming can have a serious impact. They need our support.
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BTO Tawny Owl surveys 2018

Introduction 

This was a national survey co-ordinated by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) in order to 
gain more information about Tawny Owl population trends and the 2018 survey followed on 
from the previous surveys carried out in 1989 and 2005. Being a primarily nocturnal species, 
Tawny Owls are not adequately surveyed by annual surveys such as the BTO/RSPB/JNCC 
Breeding Bird Survey, so single species surveys such as this are required from time to time in 
order to measure any changes in populations.

The survey was launched under the banner of “Project Owl” and was comprised of two parts:

• Tawny Owl Point Survey (aka TOPS)

• Tawny Owl Calling Survey (aka TOCS)

Tawny Owls are our most frequently heard and seen owl in and around gardens, but despite 
our familiarity with these birds, we know little about the impacts of urbanisation on their 
behaviour, and how it influences our ability to detect their presence. Tawny Owls are reliant on 
vocalisations, using them to show ownership of a breeding territory, as well as attracting a mate 
and reinforcing a pair bond.

Tawny Owls can make a variety of calls but the most familiar are their “kee-wick” and “hoot” 
sounds. The hooting or “twoo” sound is usually made by the male and is a territorial call. You 
can sometimes hear a female responding to a male’s “twoo” call with a sharp “kee-wick”. Together 
this duet produces the classic “twit twoo” sound, which many people associate with these 
owls. 

This report assesses the findings from both surveys using the data collected for all 10-km 
squares which had any part within the Herefordshire county border. The survey coverage, 
method and findings from both surveys are considered here.

Tawny Owl Point Survey 

Site selection and coverage in Herefordshire

As with most structured national bird surveys, the areas were selected randomly (although 
in this case it was quasi-random, see below) and individual survey sites were 2-km grid 
squares (tetrads). Groups of survey tetrads were all contained in a 10-km square such that 
one out of every nine 10-km squares across the whole of the UK held tetrads which could 
be surveyed. The map in Figure 1 shows the distribution of 10-km squares as it applied to 
Herefordshire.

Tetrads within a 10-km square were then selected in a consistent random pattern such that 15 
out of a possible 25 were assigned as ‘priority’ with the remaining 10 being non–priority or 
‘optional’. The distribution of priority tetrads (coloured green) in each 10-km square is shown in 
Figure 2.
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Figure 3. Coverage of TOPS tetrads 

Survey method

In order to maintain consistency with previous surveys the method was very similar to that 
carried out in 1989 and 2005. Each surveyor was asked to make a series of counts within their 
assigned tetrad(s) from a single point location, which was selected to be as close as possible 
to the tetrad centre, but with due regard to external influences such as busy roads or where 
extraneous noise might affect the count. A minimum of two visits to each tetrad were requested 
and during each visit two consecutive (i.e. without a time gap) point counts of 10 minutes each 
were undertaken, with an option to carry on for a third. The two visits were to be made within 
two weeks of each other and within the two hours following sunset on any date between 15 
August and 15 October 2018. The shortness of a survey visit meant that it was possible, given 
two tetrads in close proximity, to survey two tetrads in one night and several surveyors did this.

For each survey visit, observers were asked to give their estimate of the number of territories 
being held, based on one or more of the following criteria: 

There were 53 priority tetrads which contained all or parts of Herefordshire. The uptake of 
these was extremely good with all except two being assigned to surveyors and 47 eventually 
being surveyed. In addition, another five ‘optional’ squares were taken on giving a final total 
of 52 tetrads covered. The map in Figure 3 shows their distribution and coverage.
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Figure 4. TOPS Tawny Owl presence

Tawny Owl Calling Survey

Survey method

The methodology for this survey was much simpler and was designed to appeal to a wide 
audience. In this aspect it was extremely successful with over half of national participants 
having had no previous involvement with any BTO survey. 

Surveyors were asked to listen for 20 minutes at weekly intervals on as many evenings as 
possible between the 30 September 2018 and 31 March 2019 and, as for TOPS, at any time 
between sunset and midnight. 

• Single hooting or calling bird. No other birds heard within approximately 300 metres of it.

• Hooting bird with calling bird – at a distance of less than approximately 300 metres of each other.

• Hooting bird with a second bird hooting softly in response less than 300 metres apart. 

These last two categories both represent the male and female of a pair vocalising to each other.

Survey findings
A large proportion of surveyors heard Tawny Owls on one or both visits with only 10 tetrads 
yielding no evidence on either visit. The map in Figure 4 shows the distribution of the 42 tetrads 
which held Tawny Owls on one or more survey visits, as well as the 10 which held none.
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Figure 5. TOC Tawny Owl presence

Survey findings

Data from locations within Herefordshire were received from 105 different 1-km squares. Only 
nine of these had no Tawny Owl presence recorded. This may have been due to the small number 
of recording periods made by the observer or because the birds were simply not there, but there 
were three people who definitely earned their BTO designation of “Zero Hero” by recording without 
success on 10 or more occasions. Of the remaining 96 locations, 52 recorded Tawny Owls on four 
or more evenings and these were considered to be the most likely to have at least one pair. The 
map in Fig 5 shows the distribution.

Survey analyses

For both surveys, detection of Tawny Owls varied quite considerably, both between visits 
and in the case of TOPS, between the 10-minute survey periods. This is not really surprising 
of course – owls are not guaranteed to start or continue calling simply because a surveyor is 
present! Further evidence of this comes from BTO analysis of the survey methods used in this 
and previous surveys which suggests that the detection probability of Tawny Owls is around 
51% (Massimo & Hamner, 2019), meaning that we were probably missing half of them.

For this reason, it is difficult to accurately assess either the total number of birds in any tetrad 
or how many territories were held. However, 80% of the surveyed TOPS tetrads did have some
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evidence of breeding Tawny Owls and based on observer claims, 40% of these were thought to 
hold two or more breeding territories.

An even higher proportion of TOCS locations (91%) indicated Tawny Owl presence with 54% 
of these probably being territory holding birds (using the somewhat arbitrary rule that owl 
presence on four or more visits signified permanent occupation). The small percentage of zero 
returns in TOCS may be reduced if observers lost enthusiasm after two or three sessions.

Despite the variations in data reliability, it seems likely that Herefordshire is more or less in line 
with the rest of the country. Using the TOPS data, the mean value of the number of territory 
claims (i.e. when one or more territories was claimed), for each survey period of each tetrad visit, 
was calculated. On the assumption that any figure less than 0.5 could be discounted, this yielded 
31 tetrads with more than this figure. This represents an occupancy rate of 59% – a relatively 
crude estimate but not dissimilar to the national estimate of 53% (Massimo & Hamner, 2019), 
which itself showed a fall from 62% in 1989 and 65% in 2005.

Despite having a large enough sample size for the Herefordshire TOPS data, it was not considered 
possible to make any reliable assessment of the county population size due to the inconsistencies 
in data reporting and detection mentioned previously. However, as can be seen from the text and 
distribution maps, there is still a healthy Tawny Owl population in the county and although this 
may be in slight decline, if Herefordshire is following the national trend, the species is still quite 
numerous and widespread.

Reference
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Birds of Mary Knoll Valley and surrounding area             
– a personal account

Introduction

The data for this review article have come from my BirdTrack records and written notes during 
the seven-year period, 2012 – 2018. Over this period, I have recorded 67 “complete lists” of 
bird species seen or heard during visits to the area. Additionally, more than 70 other walks have 
been made through the area during which casual records have been collected. My visits have 
been “forest walks with birdwatching” rather than more formal “bird surveys” and as a result 
the data collected have limitations – I have generally not recorded numbers of individuals for 
the more common species, my route has not always been consistent and numbers of complete 
lists have varied between months, with 16 recorded in April and nine in May against three 
in June and just one during July. In early summer, I have often simply noted casual breeding 
records. Overall, for the April – September period there were 35 complete lists, while for the 
October – March period there were 32.

The area

The area from which data has been drawn is that part of the Mortimer Forest which lies within 
the tetrad SO47W (grid ref SO4872 to SO5074). This includes: the Mary Knoll Valley; the areas of 
forestry known as Lower Evens and Upper Evens and the open area of Climbing Jack Common. 
The use of a tetrad approach (2 km x 2 km squares) is a result of starting to keep records during 
the 2007-11 Bird Atlas period and hence, during walks involving more than one tetrad, I have 
kept separate lists for each area. Most of the SO47W tetrad lies within Herefordshire, but a small 
part, including the only real beech wood, is in Shropshire. Further details and a map of this area 
can be found on the Herefordshire Ornithological Club website (https://herefordshirebirds.org/
county-sites/mary-knoll-valley/).

The area is diverse encompassing a number of different habitats. These include: deciduous 
woodland; compartments of mature larch; dense conifer plantations; post-felling areas in varying 
stages of regrowth; a valley, with its stream, small pool, and narrow strip of wet woodland and an 
open expanse of hedge-enclosed meadows and bracken-covered hillside. Moreover, the forest has 
been in a state of dynamic change, due to the cycle of felling and regrowth or replanting. Hence 
what was a plantation of tall conifers, which in the early years was a good spot to look for Crossbill 
and for large tit and finch flocks in winter, is now an area of brash, bracken and a few small birch, 
reliable for Common Whitethroat, Linnet and Tree Pipit in summer. Conversely, a spot that had 
been suitable for Whitethroat is now, with the increase in the height and cover of the trees, better 
for Garden Warbler.

The birds

Over the seven-year period, a total of 67 species of birds have been recorded within the tetrad.  
Table 1 presents a list of all species noted, the percentage frequency of their occurrence in complete 
lists and the level of breeding evidence observed, i.e. whether “confirmed” or “probable” according 
to the BTO criteria. If sightings from adjacent areas of forest are included, this would add a further 
four species: Goshawk is a breeding species in other parts of the forest; a single Hawfinch was seen 
a couple of times during the influx of winter 2017/18 in the High Vinnalls area; a Swift was feeding 
overhead in June 2018 and a Hobby seen amid a flock of Swallows in September 2015 was almost 
certainly just passing through on migration. 
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Species % of 
lists

Breeding 
status

Greylag Goose 1.5
Mallard 4.5
Pheasant 40.3
Grey Heron 1.5
Sparrowhawk 7.5
Red Kite 4.5
Buzzard 82.1 Probable
Woodcock 1.5 Probable
Stock Dove 20.9 Probable
Woodpigeon 97.0
Cuckoo 9.0 Probable
Tawny Owl 3.0 Confirmed
Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 68.7 Confirmed

Green Woodpecker 7.5
Kestrel 7.5
Great Grey Shrike 1.5
Jay 73.1
Magpie 17.9
Jackdaw 4.5
Carrion Crow 83.6
Raven 29.9
Coal Tit 83.6 Probable
Marsh Tit 50.7 Confirmed
Willow Tit 17.9 Probable
Blue Tit 100.0 Confirmed
Great Tit 97.0 Confirmed
Skylark 32.8 Probable
Swallow 14.9
House Martin 4.5
Long-tailed Tit 46.3 Confirmed
Wood Warbler 14.9 Confirmed
Willow Warbler 43.3 Confirmed
Chiffchaff 56.7 Confirmed

Species % of 
lists

Breeding 
status

Blackcap 41.8 Confirmed
Garden Warbler 16.4 Confirmed
Lesser Whitethroat 1.5
Whitethroat 14.9 Confirmed
Goldcrest 74.6 Probable
Wren 95.5 Confirmed
Nuthatch 89.6 Confirmed
Treecreeper 43.3
Blackbird 97.0 Confirmed
Fieldfare 4.5
Redwing 4.5
Song Thrush 49.3 Confirmed
Mistle Thrush 22.4 Confirmed
Spotted Flycatcher 3.0
Robin 100.0 Confirmed
Pied Flycatcher 28.4 Confirmed
Redstart 19.4 Confirmed
Stonechat 1.5
Wheatear 1.5
House Sparrow 1.5
Dunnock 49.3
Pied Wagtail 1.5
Meadow Pipit 4.5
Tree Pipit 32.8 Confirmed
Chaffinch 85.1 Probable
Brambling 3.0
Bullfinch 61.2 Probable
Greenfinch 6.0
Linnet 23.9 Probable
Lesser Redpoll 25.4
Common Crossbill 4.5 Probable
Goldfinch 31.3
Siskin 43.3
Yellowhammer 32.8 Probable

Table 1. Species recorded, % of complete lists in which they occurred and the highest breeding 
evidence noted
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A few things should be borne in mind when interpreting the data. Firstly, the number of 
complete lists recorded have not been constant month by month or year by year (as stated 
previously). Secondly, differences in percentage occurrence can reflect detectability as much 
as relative abundance – this may partially account for Treecreeper appearing in 43% of lists, 
compared to 90% for Nuthatch, and the difficulty of making a positive identification may 
contribute to the apparent rarity of Garden Warbler compared to Blackcap. Thirdly, regarding 
breeding data, I have tended not to record lower levels of breeding evidence for resident species, 
hence, species which without doubt do breed, e.g. Jay and Woodpigeon, lack breeding entries.

Winter visitors and species using the area only during winter and on passage

Redwing, Fieldfare and Brambling: None of these species have been particularly common, with 
just four records of Fieldfare, six of Redwing and two of Brambling, even when including casual 
data. Fieldfare and Redwing have been encountered in the trees near the forest edge, using 
the adjacent pasture for feeding. The first record of a Brambling was intriguing as it occurred 
late in the season (10 April 2015), when a single female was seen perched beside a single male 
Chaffinch; the second was a November 2018 record of three birds bathing in a puddle.

Great Grey Shrike:  This is the rarest bird to grace the area during the time I have been visiting 
and was seen by a number of birders from HOC. It frequented the regrowth area on the boundary 
between Climbing Jack Common and High Vinnalls. I saw it myself for the first time in 
November 2011 and then again in February and March 2012; it was finally seen on 2 and 
5 March 2013 and there have been no sightings since – it was likely to be the same individual 
on all occasions and the bird either died or the habitat became less favourable as the trees grew 
taller.

Wheatear, Stonechat and Meadow Pipit:  A mid-April sighting of a male Wheatear on the 
bracken of Climbing Jack Common was doubtless a passage bird.  Stonechat have been seen in 
the same area, with a sighting of a pair in early March and again on 20 October in 2015 and on 
the same date in 2017, but there is no suggestion that they have bred in the area. The situation 
with Meadow Pipit on Climbing Jack Common is a bit more complicated. Birds have occurred 
at the end of March and in early April, with at least 10 birds present on 3 April 2018, this flock 
showing a propensity to fly up to perch in isolated low trees from time to time when disturbed. 
On 5 April 2015, one of the five Meadow Pipits present was seen in a parachuting display flight. 
Although 13 April is the latest spring record, it is always possible that, with the arrival of a 
number of Tree Pipits on the Common, the odd breeding Meadow Pipit has escaped my notice. 
There was also an autumn record of two Meadow Pipits on 9 October 2017.

Resident Species

It is not possible to discuss all residents, so the comments below are confined to a few species of 
particular interest.

Birds of prey: Buzzards are the commonest bird of prey within the area, seen on more than four 
out of five visits. Breeding evidence has not been recorded on BirdTrack, but it is very probable 
they do breed in the tetrad because my field notes do record an occasion in mid-May 2018 when 
a Buzzard was observed flying across the common with a still-twitching rabbit in its talons, 
landing on a tree at the edge of the forest where it finished killing its prey, and then gliding off 
with it into the trees on the steep slope below – I strongly suspect it was taking this to young in 
a nest nearby. Goshawk have not been seen by me in the area, although I have seen displaying 
birds and heard calling in nearby tetrads. Sparrowhawk have been recorded on nine occasions 
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and in 8% of complete lists, with sightings fairly evenly distributed throughout the year. Kestrel 
have also featured in 8% of lists, with single birds hunting over the Common and clear-fell areas, 
but have not been seen since 2015. A Red Kite was first recorded in the area in March 2014.

Tawny Owl and Woodcock:  Both these species are under-represented in complete lists because 
of their nocturnal habits. Tawny Owl has been confirmed to breed however, with the sighting of 
a still-downy youngster sunning itself on the branch of the nest-tree, an old oak amid deciduous 
woodland. A Woodcock was disturbed from a track-side in November 2013, but most sightings 
have been casual records of ‘roding’ birds at dusk in spring and early summer.

Marsh and Willow Tit: These two red-listed species are both found in the tetrad. Both have been 
heard in song and breeding has been confirmed for Marsh Tit, while the highest breeding evidence 
for Willow Tit has been of a pair excavating a nest-hole near the top of a rotting birch stump in 
the valley. Willow Tit territories may extend up to 15 hectares and so working out how many are 
present is not easy, but my best estimate would be a minimum of six territories occupied at one time 
or another. The fact that Marsh Tit was found in complete lists nearly three times more often than 
Willow Tit does probably indicate their relative abundance (see also Figure 1). However, it is also 
true that I am ready to identify Marsh Tit from a brief “pitchou”, while I am much more cautious 
when it comes to Willow Tit, as both species can make quite similar nasal calls.
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Figure 1. Peak weekly counts for Marsh and Willow Tits at Mary Knoll Valley during the 7-year 
period, 2012 – 2018 
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Marsh Tit are found in the areas of mature deciduous woodland, while Willow Tit are not. The 
typical territory of Willow Tit includes regrowth and conifer plantations, usually where there are 
old birch trees present. However, there are habitats where both species have been encountered, 
namely stream-side mixed woodland and those same conifer plantations and regrowth areas. 
Moreover, I have come across the two species several times, not just in the same habitat, but 
occupying the same area on different visits. The most dramatic example was outside the 
tetrad when I identified a Willow Tit, showing very clear pale wing panels and making the 
full “si-si-tchaay-tchaay-tchaay” call, yet when passing the exact spot an hour or so later heard 
“pitchou” and saw what was certainly a Marsh Tit.

Is this simply the result of the fact that Willow and Marsh Tits, particularly the former, hold 
large territories, and so there is some inevitable overlap? Is it because Marsh Tits are attracted to 
Willow Tit territories due to the presence of nest-holes excavated by the latter, either co-existing 
with Willow Tits or displacing them? Or that the species share each other’s calls to a greater 
extent than BTO identification guides would have us believe?

Finches: Bullfinch are widely distributed within the denser areas of regrowth and forest, with a 
recorded maximum of six seen together. Chaffinch are common, but with more than three times 
the number of records coming from early spring, when they are singing, compared to the winter 
months. 

Most records of Goldfinch, Lesser Redpoll and Siskin were during the winter months, with a 
dearth of records for the first two species between the end of April and October. There were, 
however, a few records of Siskin in May. No breeding evidence has been obtained for these 
species within the tetrad, though probable breeding has been seen in adjacent areas. Outside the 
breeding season however, large, often mixed flocks are found feeding near the top of conifers, 
particularly mature larch – I have recorded gatherings of more than 100 Goldfinch, 100 Siskin 
and 30 or more Lesser Redpoll (all likely to be underestimates). In contrast, Linnets come to the 
common and clear-fell areas to breed in the summer, but with no winter records. Greenfinch are 
relatively uncommon. 

Common Crossbill are mobile and dependent on the state of the cone crop in different forest 
compartments, often appearing in adjacent tetrads in years they are absent from SO47W. They 
have been recorded in the tetrad twice in both 2012 and 2016, the peak count being a flock of 
20. Nest-building activity was observed in early February 2017. 

Summer visitors

Warblers: Chiffchaffs have not been recorded in winter but arrive in late March, followed 
by Willow Warbler, whose earliest recorded date has been 5 April in 2017. Willow Warbler 
are invariably first seen in regrowth compartments dominated by young birch and it is here 
that territories seem to be most contested, with multiple singers in close proximity. There is a 
tendency for Chiffchaff to occupy more mature woodland and forest, but there is considerable 
overlap between the species, with both holding territories in the other’s preferred habitat, 
perhaps responding to subtle differences of structure and under-storey. 

Blackcap is first seen in late March and is widely distributed. It is recorded more than twice 
as often as Garden Warbler, which arrives later. Garden Warblers seem more particular about 
habitat and are often seen in dense areas of taller regrowth.  Whitethroat is very much a bird of 
recent felling and very early regrowth and of the hedgerows of Climbing Jack Common.
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Wood Warblers occur in deciduous woodland, but not exclusively so. The area with the greatest 
number of territories is the beech wood just over the border in Shropshire, where four or more 
territories are clustered together. Interestingly, this is an area of forest that receives a very high 
level of disturbance from off-lead dogs. Singing birds have also been heard and seen displaying 
in areas where conifers and birch predominate. These areas are usually quite close to deciduous 
woodland or at least the odd oak tree or two. It seems that a relatively bare woodland floor may 
be more important than the actual tree composition when it comes to nest site.

Breeding has been confirmed for all the above warblers, usually through seeing adults carrying 
food. However, there is no breeding evidence for Lesser Whitethroat, which has only been 
observed once, when a juvenile was seen in August 2015 alongside a mixed tit flock.

Redstart, Pied Flycatcher, Tree Pipit and Spotted Flycatcher: Redstart breed in the oak 
woodland, but the biggest concentration of territories is just outside the tetrad, in the pasture 
with mature trees that surrounds Haye House.

Pied Flycatcher also breed in the deciduous woodland. They use nestboxes in a small wood 
where these have been provided, but also natural nest holes in other areas of oak wood. They 
will occasionally set up territories where there are just a few mature deciduous trees sandwiched 
between conifer plantations and the fields beyond. In both 2015 and 2016 they arrived on 13 April, 
the earliest date recorded, and at least five or six territories have been noted within the tetrad.

Tree Pipit occur where there has been recent clear-felling, but the greatest number are found 
on Climbing Jack Common. They do sometimes seem to linger on in areas when regrowth is 
approaching thicket, making use of small clearings or perhaps track verges, while singing from 
adjacent taller trees.

Siskins were recorded on 43% of species lists
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Spotted Flycatcher is the least common of these species, with just four records and no breeding 
evidence for the tetrad. There was just one spring record of a single bird, the others being of 
adults and juveniles attached to mixed tit flocks in August.

Cuckoo:  One or more calling Cuckoo have been recorded every year and, in August 2015, a 
juvenile was observed. One May evening in 2016, I had a view of two cuckoos on Climbing 
Jack Common while a third called from elsewhere. At one point, the two cuckoos were both on 
the ground on dead bracken, harassed by a small bird, until one flew up into a tree while the 
second remained motionless and seemed to be watching intently – could it have been looking 
for an opportunity to nip into a nest and lay an egg?

Miscellaneous species

Waterbirds: The pool in Mary Knoll Valley is small and subject to much disturbance from 
dogs. This may account for why there are just three records of Mallard, one of Grey Heron and 
an odd record of three Greylag Geese flying low down the valley in May 2018.

Hirundines: Swallows feed above the Common and one early September morning a flock of 
150 House Martins were seen perched in a small hawthorn tree there. If either species breed, it 
will be around Mary Knoll House.

Others: From mid-January, one or more Skylark have been heard singing each year over the 
fields of the Common. Yellowhammer are found in the breeding season on the Common and in 
areas of young birch and conifer regrowth. The species seems to have declined, from appearing 
in 60 – 80% of complete lists in the breeding season during 2012 – 2015, with a peak count of 
five birds, to a casual record of a single bird in 2018. This may be related to the change from 
winter stubble fields to autumn crop sowing in the local area. The fields around Starvecrow, 
just beyond the forest, held a flock of over 30 Yellowhammer in January 2014.  The winter of 
2017/18 recorded a maximum of six birds. The data is too limited to conclude with any degree 
of certainty that there has been a genuine decline, but Yellowhammer is a species I am always 
alert for and its relative absence has been noted in recent years.

Final thoughts

I hope the above account shows that afforested areas can be far from bleak when it comes to 
bird life. Not only do the mature conifers, especially larch, provide a resource for specialist 
seed-feeders, but in winter they are areas in which mixed tit flocks, with accompanying species, 
are quite often found, suggesting an abundant and available source of food and shelter at that 
time of year. However, there is no doubt that the diversity of habitat is an important factor. In 
the Mary Knoll Valley and its surroundings, old deciduous trees, deciduous plantations and 
open common have remained, birch is found both as small patches of mature trees and larger 
areas of young growth. The size of the area allows individual forest compartments to exist at 
different stages of tree and under-storey development, from post-felling, to young-regrowth, to 
thicket and mature forest, thus suiting a range of resident bird species and summer migrants.

Barbara Daniels
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The Lugg Living Landscape

In 2015, Herefordshire Wildlife Trust recognised that wildlife in the corridor of the River Lugg, 
a Site of Special Scientific interest (SSSI) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC), was suffering 
from fragmented habitats and unfavourable pollution levels. The Lugg Living Landscape project 
was formed to work with landowners, particularly farmers, to reduce phosphate and sediment 
pollution as well as to create connected habitats for wildlife to travel through.

Within the Lugg Living Landscape are over 20 lakes formed by gravel extraction, resulting 
in the highest density of water bodies in the county. These lakes, including Bodenham Lake, 
Wellington Gravel Pits and Lugg Bridge Quarry form crucial resting sites for wintering and 
migratory wildfowl, breeding otter, grass snakes, toads and may other species. Since 2015, the 
Trust has been working with owners of these lakes to improve them for wildlife and hopes to 
create ecological stepping stones between these lakes to aid movement of wildlife throughout 
the valley. 

The formation of Bodenham Lake

Bodenham Lake is a 22-hectare lake nestled between Dinmore Hill Woods SSSI and the River 
Lugg, making it one of Herefordshire’s most scenic spots. In 2016, the management of the 
lake was transferred to Herefordshire Wildlife Trust and New Leaf on a 99-year lease from 
Herefordshire Council. 

The lake was created from a series of gravel pits on Lady Close Farm. Gravel extraction 
began in the late 1800s and when it came to an end in the 1980s the resulting pits were 
linked together to create a lake. The depth of the gravel seam on Lady Close Farm resulted in 
a deep lake (up to 10 metres in places) with incredibly steep banks. These steep banks have 
prevented aquatic vegetation from establishing and this has resulted in a lack of shelter, 
food and nesting places for wildlife. Bodenham Lake lacks shallow areas for wading birds, 
with larger fish and diving species, such as otter, tufted duck and great crested grebe, thriving 
in the deep waters. 

Historic reports by Herefordshire Ornithological Club and the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 
identified the need to create significant areas of warm and productive shallow water at 
Bodenham Lake in order to support a greater variety of species. In 2002, Herefordshire Council 
started the first round of re-profiling works, creating shallow areas in front of what is now known  
as the old or northern bird hide.  

The Lugg Wetland Gem project

Key aims of the project:

1. To create a one-hectare area of reedbed

2. To create islands tailored for ground-nesting birds, wading birds and reedbed specialist species

3. To improve wildlife monitoring and community engagement at Bodenham Lake

The Lugg Wetland Gem Project: transforming 
Bodenham Lake



124

Creation of a reedbed

In 2016 and 2017, Herefordshire Wildlife Trust were awarded funds, primarily from the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and European Regional Development Fund, to create over one hectare of 
shallow waters and reedbed at Bodenham Lake, split across three areas on the southern shore of 
the Lake (see Figure 1). 

Reedbeds are formed from dense stands of common reed, Phragmites, and are one of the most 
important habitats for birds in the UK. Reedbeds can broadly be divided into wet reedbed 
(0.6 – 1.0 m deep), which stands in water all year, and dry reedbed (0.2 – 0.4 m deep), which 
stands in water in late winter and spring. Wet reedbed is rich in small fish, which take shelter 
in the reeds away from predators, and also supports many invertebrate species, resulting in an 
excellent feeding habitat for amphibians, fish, bats and many bird species. It is the wet reedbed 
that bittern, one of the most iconic reedbed species, is often seen feeding. Dry reedbeds are 
important for reedbed specialist birds, such as bittern, reed bunting and sedge warbler, to nest 
in. Otters will often lie up in areas of dry reed and grass snakes lay their eggs in piles in these 
areas too.

The decline in the thatching trade and intensification of agriculture has resulted in reedbed 
becoming nationally scarce; it was listed as a priority habitat in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP), under the general grouping of fen marsh and swamp. Species which are associated with 
reedbed have also become scarce including bittern, reed bunting and marsh harrier, which are 
on the Birds of Conservation Concern amber list due to moderate population or range declines 
of 25 – 50% over a 25-year period.

Figure 1. Site map of Bodenham Lake showing the reedbed 
creation areas on the southern shore and the transformation 
of the previously uniform tree-covered islands
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In recent years, conservation organisations across the UK have increased their efforts to create 
and manage reedbeds. Whilst there is already Phragmites at Bodenham Lake, it is only in small 
areas on the northern shore.  The creation of a more extensive reedbed, with channels, shallows, 
pools, islands and ditches will provide support for a greater number and abundance of species. 

In autumn 2018, the Trust hired contractors JPR Environmental to move 30,000 tonnes of soil to 
shallow a one-hectare area of Bodenham Lake, creating warm shallow waters in which reedbed 
can establish. Once the contractors finished creating the shallows, channels were dug into them 
to make areas of open water. Channels increase the area of reedbed edge, a habitat which has a 
high density of small fish and invertebrates and attracts species such as bittern and water rail to feed. 
The channels created were funnel-shaped to maximise viewing opportunities from both bird hides. 
Several elevated islands were created amongst the shallow waters to allow formation of dry reedbed. 

Once the earth works were completed, diggers transported 20 x 1m2 turfs from a small area of 
reedbed on the northern edge of the lake to the three areas that had been shallowed. Cutting 1m2 

common reed (Phragmites) turfs ensured that roots in the centre of the turf were undamaged 
when moved. During 2019 the turfs have become established on the lake shore and they will 
continue to spread over the coming years by means of their creeping runners (or rhizomes).

In May 2019, JPR Environmental and project volunteers planted 1,600 common reed plug plants 
in the shallow waters to aid reedbed establishment. Fencing was installed around the young reed 
plants and turfs to protect them from grazing until they become well established. 

The newly created shallows have attracted a wealth of bird species to the lake, including little ringed 
plover for the first-time in several years. With the help of a kind donation from Herefordshire 
Ornithological Club, a new bird hide was installed on the southern shore of the lake in spring 2017. 
This overlooks one of the reedbed creation areas and two of the islands currently being improved 
for ground-nesting and wading birds.

In 2019, the reedbed creation work at Bodenham Lake won the Canal and Rivers Trust Living 
Waterways award.

Improvements to the islands of Bodenham Lake

Bodenham Lake has five islands which equate to 1.75 hectares. The islands are very uniform 
in habitat with a dense canopy of predominantly willow and alder. The uniform nature of the 
islands means that they are only suitable for a limited number of species to nest on, including 
Canada geese, greylag geese, moorhen and mallard.

In September 2019, work began, primarily funded by the European Regional Development Fund, 
to increase habitat diversity on these islands, by creating gravel-coated islands, reedbed, muddy 
spits and islands with low vegetation cover to support the needs of a wider range of species (see 
Figure 2). 

At the eastern end of the lake, there is a spit of land on which an old roadway once existed to 
access the different gravel pits that eventually formed Bodenham Lake. In 2019, this spit was 
lowered and divided into several islands of reedbed. As with the lake shore re-profiling works, 
these islands when completed will include a mixture of channels and dry and wet reedbed. On 
one island, upturned root balls have been left to encourage otters to form holts. In 2020, there 
are plans to install a third bird hide on the eastern edge of the lake, which will overlook these 
newly-created reedbed islands and be more accessible for people with limited mobility.
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Nesting on islands increases breeding success for ground-nesting birds, as it provides an extra 
level of protection from land-based predators such as foxes. In 2020, habitat improvement 
works will continue to make these islands more attractive for nesting little ringed plover and 
oystercatcher.

Research by the RSPB has shown that several islands support more nesting birds than a single 
island of the same area. As a result, the small tree-covered island in front of the southern bird 
hide will be transformed into three islands coated in gravel. The unwashed gravel, kindly 
donated by Tarmac, is ideal for little ringed plover and oystercatcher to form their scrape-like 
nests. Removing trees from the islands will increase visibility and allow birds to spot aerial and 
aquatic predators approaching the nest. 

Finally, spoil won from the bottom section of the large island to the west of the lake will be 
added to the old road that runs underwater to create a muddy spit so that wading birds, such 
as oystercatcher, little ringed plover and snipe, can feed off the invertebrates that live in muddy 
ground. Two islands and half of a third island will remain unchanged to continue to provide habitat 
for species which currently nest or roost on them, including a population of cormorants.

Figure 2. Drone footage of Bodenham Lake Nature Reserve - in the foreground contractors 
are clearing the spit of vegetation prior to it being lowered to aid establishment of new 
islands of reedbed; in the background the shallow waters created in 2018 and other 
tree-lined islands are visible.

Wildlife monitoring

Throughout the duration of the Lugg Wetland Gem project, surveys have been conducted on 
a wide range of wildlife, including otter, crayfish, fish, reptiles, birds, dragonflies and moths. 
Using trail cameras, records of some of the more elusive species, like polecat, tawny owl, otter, 
snipe and water rail have been obtained. For example, water rail, a species which is often well 
hidden within vegetation was recorded on 14 separate dates during winter 2018-19. 
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Trail cameras have also allowed records to be collected on unusual wildlife behaviours, including 
cormorants working together to herd fish onto the lake shore. Project volunteer, Wendy Rushton 
has uploaded some of the most interesting behaviours onto YouTube; they can be found by 
typing her name into the YouTube search bar. 

The future of Bodenham Lake Nature Reserve 

Over time the reedbeds planted at Bodenham Lake will establish and spread with the help of 
protective fencing. These will require on-going management to maintain open channels and a 
mixture of age structures. 

Older stands of reedbed develop a thatch which is beneficial for nesting birds and a wide variety 
of moth species. The reed thatch allows scrub to colonise, which will eventually dry out these 
areas. Dominance of old and dry reedbed will cause declines in species which forage and live 
in wet reedbed, such as eels and bittern. A management plan will be developed for these areas 
of the lake and will include techniques such as cutting to maintain a range of reedbed age 
structures.

The value of reedbed is greater if it forms part of a larger wetland complex, however there are 
only around 50 reedbeds greater than 20 hectares in size in the UK. The large size of the gravel 
pit lakes in the Lugg Living Landscape, as well as the density of these at sites, like Wellington 
Gravel Pits and Lugg Bridge Quarry, provide opportunities for large and interconnected areas of 
reedbed to be created.  

The Herefordshire Wildlife Trust will continue to work with the owners of other gravel pits to 
conserve wetland species and habitats at a landscape scale.

Acknowledgements

Re-profiling the shore of Bodenham Lake was funded by the European Regional Development 
Fund as part of the ‘Delivering the Nutrient Management Plan’ project, the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund as part of the ‘Lugg Wetland Gem’ project, the Environment Agency and a 
private donation. Reed plants were purchased with funds from Tesco ‘Bags of Help’.

Works on the islands of Bodenham Lake were funded by the European Regional Development 
Fund, the Environment Agency, Herefordshire Ornithological Club, donations to the ‘Re-wilding 
Bodenham Lake appeal’ and the Hamamelis Trust. Reed plants were purchased with funds from 
the Hereford Community Foundation. 

Sophie Cowling
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust

------------------------------------



128

The birds of Credenhill Park Wood, 2009 – 2018

Background

The area known as Credenhill Park Wood was once privately owned and was predominately 
hardwoods. During the late 1950s and early 1960s, it was extensively felled and following the 
removal of this valuable timber was planted with quick-growing conifers. Following a slump in 
the price of softwood timber, it was allowed to degenerate and was subsequently purchased by 
the Woodland Trust at the end of 2002. This was supported by grants from the Severn Waste 
Environmental Fund via funding from the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme, the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, a number of charitable trusts and local communities and inhabitants.

Credenhill Park Wood is accessible at all times and has a parking area just off the Credenhill 
to Tillington road (grid ref SO 455:440). The wood covers over 90 hectares (223 acres) and has 
one of the largest Iron Age hill forts in the country dating back to 200 BC. It is considered to 
have been an Iron Age tribal capital and was home to over 4,000 local inhabitants. The ramparts 
have a horizontal spread of 200 metres, a height of 60 metres and generally follow the 600-foot 
contour line. When the Woodland Trust became involved, they introduced a management plan 
to restore the majority of broadleaved species over a period of time.       

Approximately half of the area within the ramparts has been clear-felled to create a parkland 
environment; the north-west area nearest Brinsop still remains as mature oak and the remainder 
has been thinned to encourage the sparse understory of mainly hazel and hawthorn, which has 
become well established. The existing flora in the woodland includes locally typical ancient woodland 
indicators, such as tutsan (Hypericum androsaemum) and herb paris (Paris quadrifolia), with 
bluebells (Hyacinthoides sp.), wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa) and crow garlic (Allium vineale) 
in abundance.  In general, the woodland continues to improve with work being carried out in a 
sympathetic manner to the environment.  

The wood is becoming increasingly popular with walkers, many with dogs, however despite the 
disturbance there are still quiet areas where there is a good possibility of finding mammals, such 
as fallow and muntjac deer, fox, badger, rabbit and of course grey squirrel.

Survey

The survey conducted was based on observations derived from monthly visits over a 10-year 
period, 2009 – 2018. This involved walking the same route on each visit, which took approximately 
two hours, and was always in the early morning and in favourable weather conditions. Additional 
casual visits were often undertaken and, if any species was recorded in greater numbers than that 
recorded on the monthly survey visits, or breeding behaviour was observed, these were noted. All 
species found in the habitat, feeding within the wood or in the air space above, were recorded. In 
total, nearly 2,400 records were collected and subsequently examined. 

Results

These data, presented as a frequency percentage (the proportion of visits when the species was 
recorded during monthly visits), the maximum count (the highest number of birds recorded on 
any monthly visit) and the number of years breeding (how many years evidence of breeding was 
obtained – out of the maximum of six years (2012, 2013, 2015 – 2018) that this parameter was 
recorded) are summarised in Table 1. 



129

Table 1. Frequency, maximum count and number of years with breeding evidence of species 
recorded at Credenhill Park Wood for the 10-year period, 2009 – 2018.

Species Freq. 
%

Max. 
count

Years 
bred*

Mallard 4 3 P
Pheasant 37 8 P
Grey Heron 1 2 –
Sparrowhawk 13 2 P
Buzzard 77 4 2
Lapwing 1 12 –
Woodcock 8 2 –
Snipe 1 1 –
Black-headed 
Gull 2 8 –

Lesser Black-
backed Gull 2 6 –

Stock Dove 28 4 P
Woodpigeon 92 360 1
Cuckoo 3 1 –
Barn Owl 1 1 –
Tawny Owl 9 2 P
Swift 5 30 –
Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker 2 1 –

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 69 5 2

Green     
Woodpecker 15 2 1

Kestrel 4 1 P
Jay 71 7 1
Magpie 60 6 2
Jackdaw 26 20 P
Rook 11 68 P
Carrion Crow 91 13 P
Raven 65 6 5
Coal Tit 59 20 2
Marsh Tit 33 5 P
Blue Tit 92 13 4

Species Freq. 
%

Max. 
count

Years 
bred*

Great Tit 88 9 4
Skylark 4 2 –
Swallow 3 5 –
House Martin 4 38 –
Long-tailed Tit 33 14 P
Willow Warbler 3 2 –
Chiffchaff 42 13 5
Wood Warbler 2 2 –
Blackcap 39 14 4
Garden Warbler 18 5 1
Lesser 
Whitethroat 1 1 –

Whitethroat 18 4 1
Goldcrest 61 10 P
Wren 87 17 4
Nuthatch 83 7 2
Treecreeper 22 4 2
Starling 3 40 –
Blackbird 98 15 5
Fieldfare 8 13 –
Redwing 20 63 –
Song Thrush 72 8 2
Mistle Thrush 45 4 1
Spotted 
Flycatcher 6 3 1

Robin 96 13 6
Pied Flycatcher 1 1 1
Redstart 3 1 –
Stonechat 3 2 1
Wheatear 1 1 –
Dunnock 39 4 P
Pied Wagtail 1 1 –
Meadow Pipit 1 12 –
Tree Pipit 19 3 1
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Species Freq. 
%

Max. 
count

Years 
bred*

Chaffinch 75 11 2
Hawfinch 1 1 –
Bullfinch 39 5 2
Greenfinch 6 12 –
Linnet 3 4 1

Species Freq. 
%

Max. 
count

Years 
bred*

Crossbill 3 5 –
Goldfinch 8 12 P
Siskin 2 3 –
Reed Bunting 1 1 –

 * Number of years of ‘confirmed’ breeding; P = ‘probable’ breeding; – denotes no ‘confirmed’ or 
    ‘probable’ breeding records

The number of species recorded during the 10-year survey period was 70, with three additional 
species (Red Kite, Hobby and Long-eared Owl) being seen during casual visits, making a total 
of 73 species. Of these, ‘confirmed’ breeding records were obtained for 28 species, but this is 
likely to be an underestimate of the true breeding situation because there were a further 14 species 
where ‘probable’ breeding codes were allocated (denoted by ‘P’ in Table 1) during the survey 
visits.    

The species list includes 17 ‘red-listed’ species of conservation concern:  Lapwing, Woodcock, 
Cuckoo, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Marsh Tit, Skylark, Wood Warbler, Starling, Fieldfare, 
Redwing, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Spotted Flycatcher, Pied Flycatcher, Tree Pipit, Hawfinch 
and Linnet. In addition to these, there are 14 ‘amber-listed’ species: Snipe, Black-headed Gull, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Stock Dove, Tawny Owl, Swift, Kestrel, House Martin, Willow Warbler, 
Redstart, Dunnock, Meadow Pipit, Bullfinch and Reed Bunting.   

Brief overview of species                                                                                                                                    

Buzzard was the most common raptor and evidence of breeding came from young birds heard 
calling during the summer months. Sparrowhawk was often seen and juveniles sometimes heard, 
especially in the northern part of the wood that is largely undisturbed. Kestrel has put in brief 
appearances and there has been one casual record each of Red Kite and Hobby during the 
10-year period.                                                                                         

Three small ponds within the site sometimes dry up although remain as damp areas and have 
occasionally attracted Mallard in spring and autumn. Small numbers of Woodcock were 
frequent winter visitors and tended to favour the north-west part of the wood where there were 
damp valleys among the mature oaks. They tend to sit tight and when flushed disappear very 
quickly.  Woodpigeons were always present and formed large flocks during the winter months, 
the highest count being 360 in October 2014.  Stock Dove were often heard and occasionally 
seen and, tending to favour old buildings, would nest in the few farm barns present around the 
perimeter of the wood.                 

The only owl species regularly noted was Tawny Owl, being recorded on 9% of visits. They could 
be heard hooting throughout autumn and winter months when males are establishing breeding 
territories. A Barn Owl was noted on one occasion in May 2013 and a Long-eared Owl was seen 
once just prior to the first survey in January 2009.                     
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All three woodpeckers have been found, the most common being Great Spotted Woodpecker 
and Green Woodpecker, both of which breed in the wood. The third and most elusive, the 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, was recorded twice in January and March 2011, but unfortunately 
there was no evidence of breeding. The corvid family were well represented with Raven, Magpie 
and Jay all breeding within the wood; Rook and Jackdaw nesting nearby and Carrion Crow seen 
on over 90% of visits.    

The three tit species, Coal, Blue and Great Tit, all breed in the wood, with Blue Tit taking readily 
to nestboxes that were installed in two areas. The first 18 nestboxes were erected in 2012 and 
the recorded usage was 60% in the first year, usage in subsequent years were: 83, 90, 40, 33, 
60 and 95%. The second batch of 12 nestboxes was set up in 2014 with usage of 83% in the first 
year followed by 67, 33, 59 and 42% in subsequent years. Marsh Tit was also seen on one-third 
of visits, but there has been no breeding evidence.       

Clearance of an area within the hill fort resulted in some low scrub and bramble areas that have 
provided further encouragement for migrant warblers and others. Good numbers of Blackcap, 
Chiffchaff, Common Whitethroat and Garden Warbler were present and these all bred in the 
wood. Other summer visitors, Willow and Wood Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat and Redstart 
have been seen very occasionally. Wren, Nuthatch and Treecreeper were noted on a high 
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Great Spotted Woodpeckers were recorded on 69% of species lists



132

proportion of visits and breeding was recorded. Goldcrest, Long-tailed Tit and Dunnock were 
recorded frequently, but only probable breeding evidence recorded.  

Blackbird, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush and Robin all breed in good numbers. Redwing were 
recorded more frequently than Fieldfare, both species using the wood mainly for roosting, 
but also for feeding, and were particularly partial to yew berries when these were available. 
Spotted and Pied Flycatchers and Stonechat were seen only occasionally, but nevertheless with 
confirmed breeding evidence. The open area at the summit has been particularly popular with 
Tree Pipit, which is also a breeding species.  

Most of the finch family were resident with breeding evidence obtained for Chaffinch, Bullfinch 
and Linnet, the first two species being recorded on 75% and 39% of visits respectively. Goldfinch 
were infrequently seen in good numbers; they flock together in winter and a maximum count of 
40 was recorded during one of the casual visits in September 2014. Greenfinch have been fairly 
common in the past, however, as national records show, this species has declined markedly in 
recent years. Some winters, when conditions are right, Crossbill would appear and were recorded 
on three occasions during the survey period together with a casual record of 10 birds in 
November 2011. 

In conclusion, this is a rewarding wood to visit and the mixed habitat is obviously attractive to a 
wide range of bird species. It is important to continue monitoring this site to obtain information 
on the species present, to estimate their respective numbers and gather evidence on occurrence of 
breeding. The wood is used for recreation by many people but thankfully most are sympathetic to 
the site’s flora and fauna; long may it continue.

Gerald Parker

----------------------------------                                                              



133

Bird ringing in Herefordshire 2018

This is a summary of birds ringed in Herefordshire in 2018; for reasons of space, only a few 
recoveries of birds previously ringed in the county and ‘controls’ in Herefordshire of birds 
ringed outside its borders are included: more records are available on the British Trust for 
Ornithology website at https://app.bto.org/ring/countyrec/results2018/recGBHF2018.htm.

Ringing provides information essential to science, conservation and government on bird 
movements, migration, survival, longevity, breeding success and habitat use, among other 
aspects. More details on the Ringing Scheme, its objectives, methods and results can be 
found on the BTO website at: http://www.bto.org (select Bird Ringing Scheme in ‘Go to 
project’).

Species Pulli* Juv.* Adult* Not 
aged*

2017
total

Retrap.* Recov.*

Sparrowhawk 2 2
Goshawk 17 17
Woodcock 1 1
Green Sandpiper 1 1
Black-headed Gull 1
Woodpigeon 2 1 3
Tawny Owl 1 1
Swift 9 9
Kingfisher 3 3
Great Spotted Woodpecker 8 11 19 3 1
Green Woodpecker 1 1
Kestrel 4 1 5
Hobby 6 6
Jay 1 1
Coal Tit 9 15 24 5 53 8
Marsh Tit 4 1 1 6 1
Blue Tit 90 205 174 469 77
Great Tit 59 105 80 1 245 27 1
Sand Martin 1 1
Swallow 32 3 1 36
House Martin 8 1 9
Long-tailed Tit 5 14 33 52 20 1
Willow Warbler 65 26 91 11
Chiffchaff 167 30 197 61
Wood Warbler 11 11 1
Sedge Warbler 20 2 22 2
Reed Warbler 153 19 172 201 1
Blackcap 147 38 1 186 11 1

Ringing totals for Herefordshire
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Species Pulli* Juv.* Adult* Not 
aged*

2017
total

Retrap.* Recov.*

Garden Warbler 4 7 11
Lesser Whitethroat 1 1
Whitethroat 2 2
Goldcrest 7 8 1 16 1
Wren 3 42 7 52 22
Nuthatch 27 2 4 6 39 3
Treecreeper 6 1 1 8 8
Starling 1 1
Blackbird 41 56 97 26 2
Fieldfare 3 8 11
Redwing 12 5 17 1
Song Thrush 5 10 15 1
Mistle Thrush 2 2
Spotted Flycatcher 8 5 13
Robin 46 31 77 24
Pied Flycatcher 573 80 653 43 23
Redstart 18 1 19
Dipper 66 3 1 70 19 3
House Sparrow 1 3 20 20 44 1
Dunnock 3 34 30 2 69 38 1
Grey Wagtail 5 1 1 7
Pied Wagtail 1 1
Chaffinch 8 11 26 45
Brambling 4 4
Bullfinch 3 5 8
Greenfinch 1 3 21 25
Lesser Redpoll 2 119 121 11 2
Goldfinch 82 123 205 2
Siskin 3 87 90 1
Reed Bunting 4 3 7
Grand Total (58 species) 925 1,240 1,113 71 3,349 622 39

* ‘Pulli’ are birds ringed as nestlings; juveniles (‘Juv.’) are those identified as being in their first 
calendar year, whereas ‘Adults’ are birds in their second or later calendar year; birds of some species 
cannot be aged in this way, and are listed separately (‘Not aged’). ‘Retrap.’ are birds recaptured (for 
most species) within 5 km of the place of ringing; recoveries (‘Recov.’) are birds found dead, or found 
alive away from the place of ringing. Note that the figures given above are correct at the time of 
writing (autumn 2019), but subsequent clarifications and additions may result in minor changes.

There has been a further reduction in total number of birds ringed, of similar size in percentage terms 
to the 2016 – 2017 decline. However, the total remains comparable to those of 2010/11. The number 
of nestlings ringed has dropped markedly, from 1,475 to 925; this may reflect a change in effort to 
monitor nests and ring chicks, and/or a poor breeding season resulting in fewer chicks being available 
to ring. Numbers of Blue and Great Tits were down again, with a marked reduction in chicks ringed 
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but a notable increase in adults. Sand Martin numbers slumped, from 97 to a single bird, but that 
may simply reflect an inability to operate at any Sand Martin colony rather than a population change.  
Chiffchaff numbers were down notably, but other warbler numbers were steady.  Pied Flycatcher 
numbers fell, primarily in chicks ringed, but this was still the most-ringed species in the county. There 
was a marked reduction in Grey Wagtails ringed, which may involve nest failures at the nest-building 
and egg stages. Finch numbers were well up, especially for Lesser Redpoll and Goldfinch.

Less commonly ringed species included: Woodcock, Green Sandpiper and Brambling.

Comparable totals for other areas and for the whole country, and for recent years, are available on the 
BTO website at https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/ringing/publications/online-ringing-reports

BTO monitoring schemes

CES: Part of the county’s ringing is undertaken at Much Marcle as part of the BTO’s Constant 
Effort Sites (CES) scheme to provide data on changes in population size (abundance) and 
breeding success and on adult survival rates for 24 species of common songbird. The annual 
catching effort from May to August is kept constant at a CES, so variations in numbers of 
birds caught should relate to actual changes in the avian population.

RAS: Some ringing of Pied Flycatchers forms part of the BTO’s Retrapping Adults for Survival 
(RAS) project, for estimating survival of species that cannot be monitored so effectively by 
other ringing projects such as CES. More details and national results of both these ongoing 
surveys can be found on the BTO website (http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/ringing/
surveys/ces and http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/ringing/surveys/ras), and in particular in 
the BTO magazine ‘LifeCycle’, available for download on the BTO website.

NRS: The ringing of nestlings often also generates complete nest histories which are submitted 
to the BTO’s Nest Record Scheme (NRS), enabling monitoring of nest success and productivity 
of nesting birds – see http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/nrs and ‘LifeCycle’.

Summary of Much Marcle results

Since 1995 a Constant Effort Site has been operated at Much Marcle, courtesy of Westons Cider, 
with occasional interruptions owing to habitat changes.

A total of 1088 individual birds of 33 different species were captured in 2018. Of these, 975 birds 
were unringed when caught, while 111 were recaptures of birds ringed at the site in earlier years 
and two were birds originally ringed elsewhere. In addition, during the year there were 342 other 
recaptures of some of these 1088 birds, giving a grand total of 1430 encounters for the year.

This effort involved a total of 20 visits to the site, spanning early May to early October; only 12 
of these sessions contributed to the formal CES analysis. Each session started just after dawn 
(birds are at their most active, and therefore more effectively caught, early in the day), and ended 
shortly before midday.

Noteworthy points included:

• For Chiffchaff, 175 individuals were caught, a reduction from the relatively high total for 
2017; as is usually the case, the majority were birds hatched in the year. Willow Warbler 
numbers recovered further, from 62 to 84 birds. Blackcaps virtually doubled, from 84 to 
158 birds, but Reed Warbler was stable at 232. One Reed Warbler that was retrapped at the 



136

site was originally ringed in July 2010 as a breeding male, and was therefore at least nine 
years old; a second bird was ringed in August 2010 as a bird hatched that year and a third 
Reed Warbler caught at the site was originally ringed at Grimley, Worcestershire in 2014. 

• Spotted Flycatchers did very well, with 13 in total compared to a single bird the previous 
year.

• Amongst the resident species Blue Tits fell slightly to 84, but Great Tits rose from 21 to 47; 
after a very good 2017, Long-tailed Tits fell to only 21. Song Thrush increased from two to 
eight. Treecreepers continued to do well, with eight birds encountered.

• Less usual species for the site included a Green Sandpiper, a Jay, three Kingfishers, four 
Garden Warblers and a Redstart.

Recoveries and controls

A small selection of more notable records of birds ringed or subsequently encountered in 
Herefordshire is presented below: 

Species & 
Ring No.

Age/detail* Date ringed 
or recap’d

Location Interval 
post-ringing 

Distance 
travelled

Lapwing 
(DE08806)

Nestling 28-06-2018 East Winch, King's Lynn
Found dead 06-03-2018 Risbury, near Leominster 9y 8m 6d 222 km

Black-headed    
Gull              
(EN82043)

1st-yr 15-02-1986 Stretton Sugwas (landfill site)
Alive (ring 
read)

09-06-2014 Hallig-Norderoog, North 
Frisian Islands, Germany.

28y 3m 25d 799 km

Alive (ring 
read)

10-06-2018 Hallig-Norderoog, North 
Frisian Islands, Germany.    

32y 3m 26d 799 km

Blue Tit 
(Y500731)

Juv. F. 01-07-2012 Much Marcle
Recap’d at Much Marcle in 2013, 2016 & 2017
Recap’d 06-09-2018 Much Marcle 6y 2m 5d 0 km

Blue Tit 
(DE089659)

Adult F. 08-09-2012 Much Marcle
Recap’d 11-08-2018 Much Marcle 5y 11m 3d 0 km

Wood 
Warbler 
(192376)

Adult 29-04-2018 Mannez Quarry, Alderney, 
Channel Islands

Recap’d 12-05-2018 Wigmore Rolls 0y 0m 13d 294 km
Reed
Warbler
(L358793)

Adult M. 21-07-2010 Much Marcle
Recap’d at Much Marcle in 2012, 2013, 2016 & 2017
Recap’d 11-08-2018 Much Marcle 8y 0m 21d 0 km

Reed 
Warbler
(L518363)

Juv. M. 29-08-2010 Much Marcle 
Recap’d at Much Marcle in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2105, 2016 & 2017
Recap’d 04-07-2018 Much Marcle 7y 10m 5d 0 km

Blackcap 
(ALA0129)

1st-yr M. 29-09-2017 Middle Hill, Gibraltar
Dead (cat) 28-04-2018 Upper Hergest, Kington 0y 6m 30d 1791 km



137

Species & 
Ring No.

Age/detail* Date Location Interval 
post-ringing 

Distance 
travelled

Blackcap 
(ANC7433)

Juv. 24-07-2018 Much Marcle
Recap’d 08-09-2018 Haxton Down, Wiltshire 0y 1m 15d 98 km

Blackbird 
(LB84652)

1st-yr F. 25-10-2017 Brow Moor, North Yorks
Dead (hit 
by car)

30-03-2018 Upper Sapey, near Bromyard 0y 5m 5d 271 km

Pied 
Flycatcher 
(S270347)

Nestling 03-06-2017 Llanfair Talhaiarn, Conwy

Recap’d 22-05-2018 Moccas Park 0y 11m 19d 134 km

Dipper 
(RL15029)

Nestling M. 08-04-2012 Bucton, Leintwardine
Recap’d at Lingen Bridge, Bucknell each year 2013 – 2017
Alive (ring 
read)

19-10-2018 Bucknell, Shropshire 6y 6m 11d 2 km

Dipper 
(RL15484)

Nestling F. 07-05-2013 Upper Treverward, Shrops
Recap’d at Brampton Bryan each year 2014 - 2017
Recap’d 03-10-2018 Brampton Bryan 5y 4m 26d 11 km

Greenfinch 
(NY06145)

Juv. F. 24-08-2016 Brigstock, Northants
Dead (cat) 31-05-2018 Orleton, Ludlow 1y 9m 7d 147 km

Lesser 
Redpoll 
(AAC1061)

Adult M. 01-04-2018 Hope under Dinmore

Recap’d 24-11-2018 Timble Ings, N.  Yorks 0y 7m 23d 211 km

Lesser 
Redpoll 
(Z836197)

2nd yr 06-05-2016 Heysham Harbour, Lancs

Recap’d 08-04-2018 Hope under Dinmore 1y 11m 2d 208km

Siskin 
(AZB8800)

1st yr M. 04-03-2018 Kiln Green, Ross-on-Wye. 
Recap’d 22-04-2018 Drummond, Inverness. 0y 1m 18d 630 km

Siskin 
(AJB3215)

1st yr F. 15-10-2017 St Agnes, Isles of Scilly.

Dead (hit 
window)

19-03-2018 Orleton, Ludlow. 0y 5m 4d 368 km

  * Age/detail: M. = male; F. = female; Juv. = juvenile; Recap’d = recaptured

Some points of interest include:

• The Black-headed Gull record of a bird ringed at Stretton Sugwas in 1986 constitutes a new 
longevity record for British-ringed Black-headed Gulls.

• The Blue Tit and Dipper records represent some of the oldest birds reported for these species 
in 2018.

• Reed Warblers continue to generate long-term life histories at Much Marcle and these birds 
have of course migrated to and from their African winter quarters each year. 

• Lesser Redpoll and Siskin often show significant long-distance movements.
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Details of other birds ringed or subsequently encountered in Herefordshire in 2018 are available 
on the BTO website at https://app.bto.org/ring/countyrec/results2018/recGBHF2018.htm. Recovery 
summaries for earlier years and other regions are available online at the website given above for 
ringing totals.  Additional review information for the whole of the country is also given in the 
annual report on Bird Ringing & Nest Recording in Britain and Ireland included in the journal 
Ringing & Migration (BTO).
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Background

The Nestbox Recording Scheme (NRS) started when the Herefordshire Nature Trust (HNT) (now 
the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust; HWT) came into being in 1962 via the Woolhope Naturalists’ 
Field Club. In the following year, 60 nestboxes were made by pupils of Whitecross School under 
the supervision of Dr Charles Walker. As this was before any reserves had been acquired by HNT, 
they were set up in promising hilly woodlands, such as Moccas, Mary Knoll and Shobdon. The first 
volunteer recorders were HOC members who had joined HNT and had the expertise. Therefore, 
some of the early woodlands have long-term records with equally long-term recorders and ringers, 
some of whom have been involved for 40 years, and their dedication is much appreciated.

The duties of recorders are to maintain the boxes, now provided by HWT, to clear them ready 
for occupation and, once nesting has started in April, to make as near-weekly visits as possible, 
recording the species nesting, the number of eggs laid and hatching and fledging numbers, 
and these details are passed on to the HWT Co-ordinator for collating. They also notify named 
ringers for certain species, such as Pied Flycatcher, Nuthatch and Redstart.

This report presents the summary data for 2018 from 10 HWT reserves, two National Nature 
Reserve (NNR) sites and 13 non-HWT sites.  

Results

The results of sites recorded and nestbox usage for the past 10 years are given in Table 1. 

Table 1. Overall results for the last 10 years, 2009 – 2018

2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

Sites recorded 25 26 27 27 23 26 26 26 29 30

Boxes available 825 854* 871 852 731 741 805 820 818 939

Boxes used 485 390 501 465 447 453 478 521 510 508

% used 58.8 56.2* 58.0 54.6 61.1 61.1 59.3 63.5 62.3 54.1

* No records for boxes used at three sites so “% used” figure is based on 694 boxes at the other 23 sites 

The take-up rate of boxes in 2018 was in line with previous years, but the mean “% used” figure 
of 58.8% hides a huge variation between sites; three of the 25 sites were below 40% and two as 
low as 30%, but six sites were above 80% take-up with one site achieving 100%.

2018 was generally a good year for nestbox performance for the three main species monitored (see 
Table 2). As in most years, there was a spell of stormy, windy weather during the nesting period, but 
it occurred a little earlier this year, just as the young were hatching, and the effect was not serious. 

Predation was an issue on relatively fewer sites this year, but there were exceptions: at one 
site 15 out of 20 Pied Flycatcher nests were predated or usurped by mice prior to fledging; 
at a second site two out of five Blue Tit nests were predated and four boxes were occupied 
by hornets at a third site. 

Herefordshire Nestbox Recording Scheme 2018
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Table 2. Species results for 2018 compared with 2017

Species Sites Nests Eggs Fledged % success

2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017

Pied 
Flycatcher 13 13 109 123 527 776 397 430 75.3 55.4

Blue Tit   25 22 211 159 1,666 1,351 1,208 859 72.5 63.6

Great Tit 24 22 153 123 982 810 684 614 69.7 75.8

Coal Tit  1 3 1 3 9 20 9 20 100.0 100.0

Nuthatch  5 5 10 5 57 31 44 29 77.2 93.5

Wren  1 1 1 3 6 14 3 _* 50.0 _*

  * Nest outcomes unclear  

Fledgling success rate for Pied Flycatcher (Table 2) was much improved in 2018, but because the 
number of eggs laid was much lower, the number of chicks fledged per nest (3.6) was similar 
to last year (3.5). Blue Tits did very well, both in terms of eggs laid and chicks fledged, and the 
figure of 5.7 chicks fledged per nest was the highest achieved during the last four years (Table 3). 
The performance of Great Tits was better than average, but with a slightly lower number of 
chicks fledged per nest than in 2017 (4.5 vs. 5.0). For the 10 Nuthatch nests monitored, the 
resulting fledgling success rate was good, but below the excellent performance achieved in 2017.

There were a range of fledgling success rates among the three main species, albeit there were 
only seven instances where this was below 50%:  

• Pied Flycatcher (13 sites) – five sites above 90% success and only one site below 50%  
• Blue Tit (25 sites) – 10 sites above 80% success and three sites below 50%
• Great Tit (24 sites) – eight sites above 80% success and three sites below 50%

Table 3. Comparative success rates in fledging for various species for the last four years

Species 2018 2017 2016 2015

Sites % 
success

Sites % 
success

Sites % 
success

Sites % 
success

Pied 
Flycatcher 13 75.3 13 55.5 17 60.2 16 58.5

Blue Tit 25 72.5 22 62.8 27 49.1 27 50.7

Great Tit 24 69.7 22 76.1 27 58.1 25 53.2

Coal Tit 1 100.0 3 100.0 2 92.8 1 100.0

Nuthatch 5 77.1 5 93.5 7 62.3 8 66.0

Wren 1 50.0 1 – * 3 – * 3 63.6

  * Outcome was unclear from one or more nests
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Table 4. Pied Flycatcher results summary, 2000 – 2018

Year Sites Nests Eggs Fledged % success

2018 13 109 527 397 75.3

2017 13 144 774 430 55.5

2016 17 120 666 401 60.2

2015 16 114 742 434 58.5

2014 11 86 468 304 65.0

2013 14 135 773 563 72.8

2012 9 75 477 304 63.7

2011 11 87 543 354 65.2

Mean       
2000 – 2010 15 97 606 389 64.2

The average success rate over the 18 years that data is available for Pied Flycatcher (Table 4) has 
been 65.0%. The success rate in 2018 was the highest since 2006 and similar to that achieved in 
2010. Of the 13 sites monitored, Mowley Wood, Yatton Court and Yoke Wood, all with fledgling 
success rates of 100%, together with The Leathers Aymestrey and Crow Wood Turnastone (97% 
and 93% success respectively) were the most successful sites, but Whitney Court Wood was 
very disappointing with a fledgling success rate of only 26% (due to large losses from mouse 
predation/usurpation).

The Pied Flycatcher has recently been added to the Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) Red 
list. This is also the case in Europe where their numbers and nesting results are also declining 
for reasons yet to be established.
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Background

The Garden Birdwatch scheme is HOC’s own design on monitoring the number of species 
appearing in the gardens of participants living in Herefordshire, as well as the maximum 
number of each species recorded at the same time. As such it is very similar to the BTO 
Garden BirdWatch scheme, recording throughout the year and sectioned into four quarters 
each of thirteen weeks. Only birds seen within the confines of a participant’s garden, including 
on their house and outbuildings, are included. ‘Garden’ also means any yard, balcony or 
structure attached to the house or flat, as well as overhead service cables and branches from 
trees overhanging the household boundary. Birds feeding in the airspace over a participant’s 
property, such as House Martins, are eligible, but not birds flying over, such as Lesser Black-
backed Gulls. 

Participants are provided with a form which lists all usual garden species (with an ‘other’ 
section for rarities) divided into 13 week-columns. The maximum number of each species seen 
at any one time is included in the appropriate week. For example, if in one week a blackbird is 
seen on its own every day except one day, when three different blackbirds are seen at the same 
time, the entry for that week will be three (not nine which would be the total seen over the 
whole week).  

The premise of the survey is that the total acreage of all the gardens taking part in the Garden 
Birdwatch is considerable and of immense benefit to birds in terms of the food, water, shelter 
and nesting sites provided by this man-made habitat. The survey was not set up to produce 
robust scientific data; its biggest weakness is the inability to provide species trends over time 
because the numbers of gardens and participants is continually changing. However, with the 
dedicated volunteer effort involved, it does give a strong indication of how species are faring 
in garden environments in the county and adds valuable information (16,980 records in 2018) 
to the county dataset collated each year in the HOC Annual Report.

Results

The numbers of gardens, species and birds recorded by quarter are given in Table 1. 

Table 1. Summary of results by quarter for 2018 (with 2017 data in brackets)

Quarter No. of gardens 
participating

No. species    
recorded

Maximum no. of 
birds recorded *

Q1 (Jan – Mar) 25  (34) 58  (64) 2,866  (3,848)

Q2 (Apr – Jun) 24  (30) 63  (67) 2,063  (2,728)

Q3 (Jul – Sep) 25  (27) 60  (54) 3,876  (3,100)

Q4 (Oct – Dec) 27  (30) 54  (65) 2,822  (3,729)

 * Maximum number of each species seen each week and totalled over 13 weeks of each quarter 
   and for all gardens  

Garden Birdwatch 2018
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The average number of gardens participating in 2018 was five less than in 2017. The number 
of species recorded was less in quarters Q1, Q2 and Q4 but greater in quarter Q3. These differences 
are reflected in the maximum number of each species seen each week and totalled for the 
quarter. 

Species data

Table 2 shows the species ranked by their totals for the maximum number recorded in each 
quarter, as provided in the quarterly newsletter ‘Birdfeeder’.  

Table 2. ‘Top 10’ species recorded in gardens (ranked by totals recorded) by quarter for 2018

Rank Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

Species No. Species No. Species No. Species No.

1st House 
Sparrow

280 House 
Sparrow

271 House 
Sparrow

435 House 
Sparrow

446

2nd Goldfinch 259 Starling 220 Starling 290 Starling 302

3rd Chaffinch 214 Goldfinch 164 Goldfinch 202 Goldfinch 293

4th Blackbird 176 Blue Tit 118 House 
Martin

183 Blue Tit 161

5th Blue Tit 167 Blackbird 107 Swift 145 Woodpigeon 127

6th Fieldfare 163 Chaffinch 97 Blue Tit 145 Blackbird 125

7th Starling 153 Woodpigeon 89 Swallow 122 Long-tailed 
Tit

107

8th Long-tailed 
Tit

137 Great Tit 83 Blackbird 101 Chaffinch 100

9th Siskin 110 Jackdaw 71 Long-tailed 
Tit

90 Redwing 95

10th Woodpigeon 93 Greenfinch 70 Great Tit 90 Collared Dove 91

As in previous years, the House Sparrow is top of the list in each quarter. Other species that 
appear in all four quarters are: Starling, Goldfinch, Blackbird and Blue Tit. The Woodpigeon 
just missed being in the ‘top 10’ in all quarters by being ranked 11th in Q3. Of the others 
missing from only one quarter, Chaffinch was ranked 20th in Q3 and Long-tailed Tit was 
18th in Q2.

Of the winter visitors, Fieldfare appears in the ‘top 10’ in the first quarter but not the Redwing, 
that species appears only in the fourth quarter. The summer migrants were possibly late to 
arrive as there were no migrant species in the ‘top 10’ in the second quarter, but House Martin, 
Swallow and Swift were all in the ‘top 10’ in the third quarter.
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Unusual species

The unusual species recorded and their locations by quarter are listed in Table 3. 

Table 3. Unusual species seen in some gardens

Quarter Species Location
Q1 Black-headed Gull (14) Kingstone

Common Gull Kingstone
Hawfinch Hereford
Merlin Kingstone
Red Kite Kingstone
Red-legged Partridge Stretford Bridge

Q2 Barn Owl Moreton Eye
Hawfinch Coughton
Mandarin Duck Colwall
Red Kite Moreton Eye
Red-legged Partridge Stretford Bridge

Q3 Herring Gull Marden
Lesser Whitethroat Stretford Bridge
Little Owl Pipe cum Lyde
Quail Pencoyd
Red-legged Partridge (2) Strangford
Yellow Wagtail Strangford

Q4 Common Gull Kingstone
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Pencoyd
Red-legged Partridge Strangford
Yellow Wagtail Peterchurch

Garden data

The size and aspect of gardens is not recorded in the survey and the variation in habitat will also 
be an additional factor that influences the range of species seen. The greatest numbers of species 
recorded over all quarters during 2018 was by Archie Buttriss at Pencoyd (an average of 42 in 
each quarter) and by Guy Poulton and Sue Evans at Moreton Eye (average 38); the latter had the 
highest number in any quarter with 46 in the second quarter.

Interesting observations

Q1: Brambling and Lesser Redpoll appeared in the ‘top 20’ whereas neither species reached that 
level of occurrence in 2017. Periods of bad weather (including snow) brought winter migrants 
to our gardens, with Fieldfare being seen in 21 of the 25 gardens recording this quarter and 
Redwing observed in 16 gardens.
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Q2: Siskin and Lesser Redpoll were seen in greater numbers than in 2017 and were present in 
the ‘top 20’ list. A number of participants noted a severe reduction of House Martin nests, with 
two gardens reporting no nests for the first time in 18 and 20 years.

Q3: There was a significant increase in Goldfinch numbers and a considerable decrease in 
Long-tailed Tit numbers compared with the same quarter in 2017. First time visitors included a 
Jay and two Nuthatches to a garden in Ledbury and a Spotted Flycatcher, after an absence of 10 
years, to a garden in Breinton.

Q4: A notable absentee from the ‘top 20’ list this quarter was Greenfinch, but two new entries 
(compared with 2017) were Carrion Crow and Pheasant. A Goldcrest visited a garden in 
Hereford for the first time and also paid a rare visit to a garden in Pipe cum Lyde. Long-tailed 
Tit numbers were considerably lower than 2017, even accounting for fewer gardens taking part 
in the survey.

Further information

Survey forms and newsletters for the Garden Birdwatch can be provided either electronically 
or in paper format (when a S.A.E. is provided). New participants (and lapsed participants) 
are very welcome to join (re-join) by contacting the co-ordinator Ann Wilkinson by email: 
ann.b.wilkinson@gmail.com or by speaking to her at an HOC meeting.

Many thanks to all Garden Birdwatch participants for your quarterly records and interesting 
observations during 2018.

Ann Wilkinson
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Gazetteer of place names

All place names mentioned in species accounts of the systematic list section (pages 24 – 90) 
are listed below in alphabetical order with their OS grid references. 

Place name 1km grid
Adforton West SO3971
Adleymoor Common, Buckton SO3874
Allensmore SO4635
Aramstone Wood, near Hoarwithy SO5630
Aston Crews West SO6623
Backbury Hill SO5838
Backney SO5827
Ballingham SO5731
Baregains Farm, Ledbury SO6738
Bartestree South SO5640
Bartonsham, Hereford SO5139
Belmont Abbey SO4838
Berrington Hall Pool SO5063
Bircher Common East SO4666
Bircher Common West SO4567
Birtley SO3669
Bishopstone East SO4243
Bishopstone West SO4143
Bishopswood North SO5919
Black Darren SO2929
Black Hill North, Craswall SO2735
Bodenham SO5351
Bodenham Lake SO5251
Bodenham Moor South SO5449
Bodenham South SO5350
Bradnor Hill SO2858
Brampton Bryan East SO3772
Brampton Bryan Park East SO3671
Brandon Camp, Adforton SO4072
Brandon, Hereford SO5037
Bredwardine SO3344
Breinton SO4639
Bridge Sollers West SO4142

Place name 1km grid
Brimfield SO5267
Bringewood SO4673
Bringsty Common SE SO7054
Brinshope Farm, Wigmore SO4267
Broad Oak SO4821
Brockhall Gravel Pits SO4542
Brockhampton North, nr Bromyard SO6855
Brockhampton South, nr Bromyard SO6854
Bromsash East SO6524
Bromsash West SO6424
Broomy Hill, Hereford SO4939
Broxwood Court, Almeley SO3553
Buckton SO3873
Buckton Park, Leintwardine SO3973
Buckton West SO3773
Bullinghope SO5137
Burcher, Titley SO3360
Burghill East SO4844
Burghill South SO4743
Burley Gate SO5947
Burrington SO4472
Burrington West SO4372
Byford SO3942
Camp Wood, Abbey Dore SO3932
Canon Frome SO6443
Capler SO5932
Capler Wood SO5832
Castle Coppice, Hollybush SO7537
Chase Wood North, Coughton SO6022
Chase Wood South, Coughton SO6021
Cleeve Orchard, Ross-on-Wye SO5923
Clehonger West SO4437
Clifford North SO2446
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Place name 1km grid
Climbing Jack Common SO4872
Cobnash East SO4560
Cobnash South SO4559
Coddington SO7142
Coldstone Cross, Kingstone SO4236
Cole’s Tump, Orcop Hill SO4628
Colwall SO7542
Common Bach, Dorstone SO3040
Coneygree Wood, Ledbury SO7137
Coppet Hill SO5717
Coughton SO5921
Coughton Marsh SO5821
Crasswall Priory SO2737
Credenhill Park Wood East SO4544
Credenhill Park Wood West SO4444
Credenhill West SO4443
Croft Castle SO4465
Croft SE SO4565
Cross End Farm, Moccas SO3443
Crowmore, Burghill SO4644
Cummin’s Farm, Colwall SO7340
Deerfold, near Lingen SO3768
Didley South SO4531
Devereux Wootton, Norton Canon SO3848
Docklow SO5657
Docklow East SO5757
Donnington North SO7134
Donnington South SO7133
Dorstone SO3141
Downton Castle South SO4474
Downton Gorge NNR SO4373
Eardisland SO4158
Eardisley West SO3049
Eastnor Castle SO7336
Eastnor Park North SO7438
Eastnor Park South SO7437
Eccleswall Court, Bromsash SO6523

Place name 1km grid
Edwin Ralph North SO6459
Eign Hill, Hereford SO5239
Elton SO4571
Elton’s Marsh SO4943
Evendine, Colwall SO7541
Evens Wood SO4973
Ewyas Harold Common SO3829
Falcon Lane Wood, Ledbury SO6838
Ferneyhall Dingle, Leintwardine SO4277
Fownhope East SO5834
Fownhope West SO5734
Gamber Meadows North SO5025
Gamber Meadows South SO5024
Ganarew SO5216
Garnon’s Hill South SO4043
Garway Hill Common East SO4424
Garway Hill Common North SO4325
Garway Hill Common South SO4324
Garway West SO4522
Gilbert’s Hill Wood, Abbey Dore SO3929
Glewstone Court SO5622
Goodrich South SO5718
Grafton Wood SO5036
Graham’s Cottage, Leintwardine SO4172
Great Doward SO5416
Greytree, Ross-on-Wye SO5925
Gullet Quarry, Hollybush SO7638
Hampton Bishop North SO5538
Hampton Bishop South SO5537
Hampton Meadows SE SO5638
Hampton Park, Hereford SO5339
Harley’s Mountain SO3469
Hartleton Lakes SO6425
Hartleton Lakes East SO6525
Haugh Wood Central East SO5936
Haugh Wood Central West SO5836
Haye Park Wood, Richard’s Castle SO4971
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Place name 1km grid
Haywood Lane, Ashperton SO6641
Hentland SO5426
Herefordshire Beacon SE SO7639
Herefordshire Golf Course, Wormsley SO4347
Hergest Croft Gardens SO2856
Hergest Ridge NE SO2656
Hill of Eaton, Brampton Abbotts SO6027
High Vinnals SO4772
High Vinnalls South SO4771
High Vinnalls West SO4672
Hildersley, Ross-on-Wye SO6124
Hill Farm, Ledbury SO7238
Hoarwithy SO5429
Hollington Farm, Holme Lacy SO5633
Hollow Lane, Ledbury SO7041
Hollybush Quarry SO7637
Holme Lacy Church SO5634
Holme Lacy North SO5536
Honeymoor Common, Eaton Bishop SO4338
Hospital Farm, Burghill SO4842
Hyatt, Sarnesfield SO3849
Kenchester Pools East SO4442
Kenchester Pools West SO4342
Kilbury Camp, Ledbury SO7239
Killbreece, Tretire SO5223
King Arthur’s Cave, Little Doward SO5415
Kingsland NW SO4362
Kite’s Wood, Blakemere SO3541
Knapp Wood, Newton St Margarets SO3633
Knapton Green SO4452
Knill Wood, Lower Kinsham SO3565
Knill Wood South SO2961
Kynaston Farm, Hentland SO5427
Leabrink, Fownhope SO5733
Ledbury Central SO7037
Ledbury NE SO7138
Ledbury North SO7038

Place name 1km grid
Ledbury SE SO7136
Ledbury SW SO7036
Ledbury West SO6937
Leech Pool, Clifford SO2345
Leintwardine SO4074
Leintwardine Fishery SO4271
Leintwardine NW SO3975
Leintwardine South SO4073
Leominster NE SO5059
Leominster North SO4959
Letton Lake SO3547
Letton South SO3345
Lingen Vallet Wood SO3566
Linton SO6625
Linton Wood East, Gorsley SO6726
Little Berrington, nr Bodenham SO5250
Little Black Hill West, Llanveynoe SO2832
Little Gorsley North SO6825
Little Gorsley South SO6824
Little Hereford SO5568
Llanrothal West SO4618
Longtown South SO3228
Lower Breinton SO4739
Lower Hill Farm, Breinton SO4840
Lower Hope, Ullingswick SO5850
Lower Lugg Meadows SO5440
Lower Southfield, Bosbury SO7042
Lower Toddington, Leintwartdine SO4175
Lower Veldifer, Stretton Sugwas SO4742
Lugg Bridge Quarry SO5342
Lugg Meadows Central SO5340
Lugg Meadows North SO5241
Lyde Cross SO5143
Lyonshall Park SO3257
Mansell Gamage SO3944
Marden West SO5147
Marlow, near Leintwardine SO3976
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Place name 1km grid
Mary Knoll House SO4873
Mary Knoll Valley SO4972
Mathon Gravel Pits SO7344
Merbach Hill SO3044
Merrivale, Ross-on-Wye SO6023
Michaelchurch, near St Weonards SO5225
Moccas SO3542
Moccas Park East SO3442
Moccas Park West SO3342
Monkland SO4557
Monnington on Wye SO3743
Moorend Farm, Ashperton SO6541
Mordiford Bridge SO5637
Moreton Bridge SO5145
Moreton Eye SO5064
Munsley SO6646
Mynde Park, Much Dewchurch SO4629
Netherton Farm, Eastnor SO7439
Nether Wood North, Aconbury SO5234
New House, Egleton SO6444
New House Farm, Aston Ingham SO6822
New House Wood North, Craswall SO2639
New Hunthouse , Walterstone SO3325
Newton, near St Margarets SO3433
Nokelane Head , Staunton on Arrow SO3559
Nutfield, near Pembridge SO3755
Offa’s Dyke Path, W of Olchon Valley SO2731
Olchon Valley Apex SO2634
Olchon Valley West SO2831
Old Country House, Mathon SO7244
Old Gore East SO6328
Orleton SO4967
Overross, Ross-on-Wye SO6025
Oyster Hill, Colwall SO7241
Paytoe Hall, Leintwardine SO4171
Pencoyd SO5126
Pengethley SO5425

Place name 1km grid
Penyard Park East SO6222
Perrystone Hill SO6329
Pipe and Lyde North SO5044
Pontrilas SO3927
Pontrilas East SO4027
Pow Green, Bosbury SO7044
Prior’s Frome South SO5738
Queenswood North SO5051
Queenswood South SO5050
Pen-y-Lan, Hardwicke SO2743
Racecourse, Hereford SO5041
R. Monnow, Tregate Bridge SO4716
R. Wye, Ross-on-Wye SO5924
Railway Station, Hereford SO5140
Red Daren SO2930
Ross Central SO6024
Rosser’s Bridge, Lower Kinsham SO3464
Ross Sewage Works SO5823
Rotherwas Chapel SO5338
Rotherwas Industrial Est NW SO5238
Rotherwas Industrial Est SW SO5237
Rowlestone South SO3726
Sellack SO5627
Shawls Farm, Craswall SO3033
Shobdon Hill Wood East SO3964
Shobdon NE SO4062
Shucknall East SO5942
Sink Green SO5437
St Margarets SO3533
St Weonards SO4924
Staplow, near Ledbury SO6941
Staunton Green SO3661
Strangford SO5828
Stretford Bridge SO4455
Sturts North Nature Reserve SO3348
Sunnyside, Orcop Hill SO4828
Sutton St Michael North SO5246
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Place name 1km grid
Sutton St Nicholas SO5345
Swainshill SO4641
Swanstone Court, Bush Bank SO4453
Symonds Yat East SO5616
Tatteridge Hill, Leintwardine SO4272
The Barn, Adleymoor SO3875
The Birches, Byton Hand SO3662
The Flits, Preston on Wye SO3740
The Holm, Willersley SO3146
The Knapp, Bredwardine SO3244
The Mynde, Much Dewchurch SO4729
The Row, Much Marcle SO6432
The Weir Garden SO4341
The Wellands, Sellack SO5626
The Weston, Bredwardine SO3245
Tidnor SO5539
Titley Pool SO3259
Trenant Farm, Peterchurch SO3437
Tretire SO5224
Trippleton, Leintwardine SO4173
Tyberton SO3839
Tyrrell’s Court, Dilwyn SP4355
Upper Maes-coed SO3334
Upper Wintercott, Ivington SO4754
Vagar Hill Summit SO2839
Velindra, St Weonards SO4922
Vowchurch East SO3736
Walford East, nr Brampton Bryan SO3972
Walford, near Brampton Bryan SO3872
Wapley Hill SO3462
Wapley Hill East SO3562
Warham SO4839

Place name 1km grid
Warlow Pool, Canon Bridge SO4340
Wayend Street, Eastnor SO7436
Weir Cliff, Sugwas Pool SO4441
Wellington Gravel Pits SO5047
Wellington Gravel Pits North SO5048
Wellington Heath SO7140
Wellington NE SO4948
Welsh Bicknor SO5917
Weobley North SO4052
Westfields, Hereford SO4941
Weston under Penyard SO6323
Weston under Penyard West SO6223
Whitchurch East SO5517
Whitchurch West SO5417
White Cross, Hereford SO4940
Whitehouse Grange, Tretire SO5124
Whiteleaved Oak, Malvern Hills SO7535
Whitney Court SO2647
Whitney-on-Wye South SO2746
Wickton Court, Stoke Prior SO5254
Widemarsh, Hereford SO5040
Wigmore SO4168
Wigmore NE SO4269
Wigmore North SO4169
Wigmore Rolls Central SO3969
Wigmore Rolls NW SO3870
Wigmore Rolls South SO3968
Wilton, Ross-on-Wye SO5824
Winforton South SO2946
Winforton SW SO2846
Wolferlow SO6661
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Index to systematic list

Blackbird  ......................................................     79
Blackcap  ........................................................       76
Brambling .....................................................    86
Bullfinch .......................................................    87
Bunting, Reed ..............................................   90
Buzzard ........................................................   46
Chaffinch .....................................................   86
Chiffchaff .....................................................   75
Chough .........................................................                   66
Coot ..............................................................    47
Cormorant ...................................................   44
Crossbill .......................................................    89
Crow, Carrion  .............................................      67
Cuckoo .........................................................    60
Curlew ..........................................................    49
Dipper ...........................................................    83
Diver, Red-throated .....................................        40
Dove, Collared .............................................     60

Stock .......................................................   59
Duck, Mandarin .........................................    29

Tufted  .....................................................      33
Dunlin  ..........................................................      55
Dunnock ......................................................   84
Egret, Great White ........................................        42

Little ........................................................    43         
Fieldfare ........................................................   80
Firecrest  ........................................................      77
Flycatcher, Pied  ............................................       81

Spotted ....................................................     81
Gadwall .........................................................    30
Garganey .....................................................  29
Godwit, Bar-tailed .......................................     50 

Black-tailed ............................................       50
Goldcrest ...................................................  78
Goldeneye ..................................................  33
Goldfinch ....................................................   89
Goosander .................................................  34
Goose, Barnacle ..........................................      27

Canada ...................................................      26                                     
Egyptian .................................................     29
Greylag .................................................  27
Pink-footed ............................................     27

Goshawk .......................................................    45
Grebe, Great Crested ..................................     40

Little .........................................................     40
Greenfinch ....................................................    88
Greenshank ..................................................   57
Grouse, Red ...................................................      39
Gull, Black-headed ......................................    57

Common ................................................    57
Great Black-backed ................................      58
Herring ...................................................   58
Lesser Black-backed ..............................     58
Mediterranean .........................................   57
Yellow-legged ........................................   58

Harrier,  Hen ................................................       45
Hawfinch .....................................................   87
Heron, Grey ..................................................       41

Night .......................................................   41
Hobby ...........................................................    65
Honey-buzzard  ............................................                   44
Hoopoe  ..........................................................                 63
Jackdaw ........................................................   66
Jay  ..................................................................        65
Kestrel ..........................................................   64
Kingfisher ....................................................   63
Kite, Red .......................................................      45
Knot ..............................................................       50
Lapwing ........................................................      48
Linnet ...........................................................    88
Magpie ..........................................................    65
Mallard .........................................................   31
Martin, House ..............................................     70

Sand ........................................................    69
Merganser, Red-breasted ............................    39
Merlin  ...........................................................      64
Moorhen ......................................................   47
Nuthatch ......................................................   78
Osprey ..........................................................    44
Ouzel, Ring ..................................................     79
Owl, Barn .....................................................      61

Little .......................................................   61
Short-eared ............................................    62
Tawny ....................................................    61
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Oystercatcher ..............................................      48
Partridge, Grey ...........................................    39

Red-legged .............................................    39
Peregrine ......................................................    65
Phalarope, Grey ...........................................     55
Pheasant .......................................................    39
Pigeon, Feral ................................................     59
Pintail ...........................................................    32
Pipit, Meadow ..............................................      85

Tree .........................................................    86
Plover, Golden ..............................................      48

Grey .........................................................        49
Little Ringed ..........................................      49
Ringed ....................................................    49

Pochard ........................................................     32
Rail, Water ...................................................     47
Raven ...........................................................   67
Redpoll, Lesser ............................................       88
Redshank .....................................................    56
Redstart .......................................................   82

Black  ......................................................        82
Redwing .......................................................    80
Robin ...........................................................    81
Rook .............................................................    66
Ruff ...............................................................    50
Sanderling ...................................................    50
Sandpiper, Common .................................    56

Green ....................................................    56
Wood  ....................................................      56

Shelduck .....................................................   29                       
Shoveler .......................................................    30
Siskin ...........................................................  89
Skylark ........................................................   69
Snipe ............................................................    55

Jack ........................................................   55
Sparrow, House ...........................................      83

Tree ........................................................    84
Sparrowhawk ..............................................    45
Starling ........................................................   79

Rose-coloured .......................................       79
Stonechat .....................................................   82
Swallow ........................................................   69
Swan, Bewick’s  .............................................        28

Mute ........................................................   27
Whooper .................................................     28

Swift ...............................................................       62
Teal ...............................................................   32
Tern, Arctic ..................................................    59

Black ........................................................      59
Common .................................................    59
Sandwich ................................................    59

Thrush, Mistle ..............................................      80
Song ........................................................     80

Tit, Blue .........................................................       68
Coal .........................................................        67
Great ......................................................    68
Long-tailed ............................................    70
Marsh ....................................................   68
Willow ....................................................     68

Treecreeper ..................................................    79
Turnstone ....................................................   50
Wagtail, Grey ...............................................      84

Pied .......................................................   85
White .....................................................    85
Yellow ....................................................    84

Warbler, Cetti’s ............................................        70
Garden ...................................................      77
Grasshopper ..........................................    76
Reed .......................................................   76
Sedge .....................................................   75
Willow ...................................................   75
Wood .....................................................   70

Wheatear .....................................................    82
Whimbrel ....................................................   49
Whinchat ....................................................   82
Whitethroat ................................................   77

Lesser ......................................................      77
Wigeon ........................................................   31
Woodcock ...................................................     55
Woodpecker, Great Spotted ......................     63

Green .....................................................    64
Lesser Spotted ......................................    63

Woodpigeon ................................................     60
Wren ............................................................    78
Wryneck  ......................................................         63
Yellowhammer ............................................   89
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Sites of ornithological interest in Herefordshire

Key Location NGR Type of habitat Access
1 Berrington Hall NT SO510638 Lake, woodland & farmland National Trust
2 Bircher Common SO462664 Common & woodland Public access
3 Bodenham Gravel Pits SO527511 Lake & wetland Public access
4 Bradnor Hill NT SO282584 Hill & common Road & PRW 
5 Bringsty Common SO700548 Common & woodland Public access
6 Brockhampton NT SO684549 Farmland, woodland, parkland National Trust & PRW
7 Brockhall Gravel Pits SO451423 Gravel pits PRW
8 Bunch of Carrots, River Wye SO551381 River & farmland Public access
9 Credenhill Park Wood SO455440 Woodland Public access

10 Coneygree Wood, Ledbury SO718375 Woodland Public access
11 Coppet Hill SO576189 Common & woodland Public access
12 Croft Ambrey Fort SO445667 Hill Fort & woodland National Trust & PRW
13 Croft Castle NT SO451657 Parkland & woodland National Trust & PRW
14 Eastnor Deer Park SO745378 Parkland PRW
15 Ewyas Harold Common SO385300 Common Public access
16 Garway Hill SO443245 Common Public access
17 Harley’s Mountain SO345690 Open farmland & hill Public footpaths
18 Hartleton Lakes SO641256 Lakes PRW
19 Haugh Wood SO593365 Woodland Public access
20 Holme Lacy, River Wye SO567347 River & farmland PRW
21 Hergest Ridge SO255562 Hill & common Public access
22 High Vinnals SO472731 Woodland Public access
23 Kenchester Pools SO442425 Farmland & pools Road & PRW
24 Leominster by-pass SO505585 Farmland & river Road & PRW 
25 Letton Lakes SO354477 Farmland & wetland PRW
26 Lugg Meadows SO532418 Farmland & wetland PRW
27 Lyepole, River Lugg SO398654 River & farmland Public access
28 Mary Knoll Valley SO497718 Woodland Public access
29 Mathon Gravel Pits SO739454 Gravel pits PRW
30 Merbach Hill SO310440 Common & woodland PRW
31 Midsummer Hill & Hollybush SO760375 Hill & woodland Public access
32 Milton Cross & Shobdon Ind. Est. SO382606 Farmland & industrial estate Road only
33 Olchon Valley SO288317 Farmland PRW
34 Queenswood Country Park SO506514 Woodland Public access
35 Red Daren and Black Darren SO297300 Moorland Public access
36 Sellack, River Wye SO565277 River & farmland PRW
37 Shobdon Court Pools SO401626 Lake, woodland & farmland PRW
38 The Sturts HWT, Kinnersley SO336485 Farmland & wetland Public access
39 Titley Pool HWT SO324594 Pool & wetland Public access
40 Wapley Hill SO358623 Woodland Public access
41 Wellington Gravel Pits SO500478 Gravel pits PRW
42 Welsh Newton Common SO511175 Common & woodland Public access
43 Wigmore Rolls SO397688 Woodland Public access
44 Wilton, River Wye SO590242 River & farmland PRW
45 Winforton, River Wye SO293462 Farmland & river PRW



Key to abbreviations: HWT = Herefordshire Wildlife Trust; NGR = National Grid Reference; 
NT = National Trust; PRW = Public Rights of Way.

Please respect the access to some of these areas because they may be on private land 
for which the landowner’s permission must be sought. Please also remember the 
Birdwatchers’ code concerning access on land and disturbance of birds.
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